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Winter 2016 

Jottings from the Chair 

The last three months have been extremely busy and 
productive for both SCF staff and committee members 
getting new projects up and running and organising field 
events.  
 

I would like to take this opportunity to welcome our new 
staff members, Jake McGuire, Mike Hyder and Kathi 
McDonald who are working part time with SCF, our two 
new Board members, Clare Webster and Tracy  
Bradshaw, and our new specialist research advisor Assoc. 
Professor Wal Anderson. We are very pleased to have you on board and look 
forward to good times ahead. A big thankyou to John Blake, Christine Kershaw 
and Heather Adams for getting us to this stage and to fellow Board members 
for their support and ideas. Thanks must go to retiring board members Jeff 
Stoney and particularly Mark Adams who was instrumental in the formation 
and in the direction SCF has taken since the beginning.  
 

SCF has had to grow rapidly - with four large new R&D projects looking at feed 
and noodle wheat and snail mitigation, we have doubled the number of field 
trials in the ground and continue to put more resources into improving  
communication with our members.  
 

If you would like to have more of a say about what SCF should be doing in the 
next couple of years, then come along to our strategic planning session on the 
11th August. Another option to have your say is to fill out the survey by        
following the link given in this newsletter.  
  
I would also like to take the opportunity to welcome Ben at Marsh Insurance as 
a new Silver sponsor for the group. Member support of all our sponsors is very 
important for the strength of our group so please show your support when you 
can and let them know why. We are also keen to have new members too so 
please talk to other growers about becoming members if you get the chance 
and encourage them to join SCF.   
 

Personally, I’m looking forward to the paddocks drying out and to going away 
for the school holidays with the kids. Its been a tough last few weeks trying to 
decide what to do with wet paddocks for all of us. I hope you all manage to get 
a break of some sort and come back knowing that the SCF team continues to 
be busy.  
 

Have fun!  

Scott 

Events for your Calendar 

 

Friday 22nd July 
9.00am SCF Field Stop at ‘Kendenup Corner’ 

followed by 12.00pm lunch and WANTFA Field 
Day at Gillamii (info in eNews) 

 

Tuesday 26th July 
DIY PA workshop 

Mt Barker Resource Centre 9.00am - 3.30pm 
 

Tuesday 2nd August 
2.00pm - 3.30pm  ‘Snail Symposium’ Workshop 

followed by                                                
4.00pm GRDC RCSN Open Meeting 

at Green Range Country Club                             
(Barbecue & drinks to follow) 

 

Thursday 4th August 
Western Winter Field Day 

(more information closer to the date) 
 

Thursday 11th August 
SCF Strategic Planning and Board Meeting 

 

Thursday 22nd September 
Eastern Spring Field Day 

(more information closer to the date) 
 

Coming up in September 
ChemCert Training 
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How time flies when your busy! This last quarter has been pretty hectic in the SCF 
office with new staff starting and lots happening in the field. John and the R&D team 
(and our members) have done a fantastic job getting in trials and developing crop 
protection plans to make sure all the hard work pays off. Thanks to Jake and Mike, 
our new R&D team members too. We now have about 40 trial sites and look forward 
to sharing results with you as they happen via our new eNews bulletin. Feel free to 
suggest articles or advertise things happening in your area in the eNews publication. 
You can also get the latest news on trial results by attending our winter field walks 
planned for the east and west regions in August. Check out the dates and come 
along.  

Next month we will be looking at more social media options for communicating 
better with our members. This is possible due to our new communications officer, Kathi McDonald, joining 
the SCF team. A big welcome to you Kathi and I hope you enjoy all the multi-tasking! Kathi is also managing 
our snails and slugs R&D projects. We have significantly increased our focus on snails and slug mitigation in 
our research program, working more closely with other grower groups and DAFWA across the southern    
agricultural region.  

The SCF Board and sub-committees have also been busy since seeding ended generating lots of new ideas 
for events and projects, including taking a look at increasing our livestock focus in some of our trials. This is 
just in time for our strategic planning sessions coming up in August with the Board and members. I would 
like to encourage all of you to fill out our online survey to tell us what you want SCF to focus on in the next   
3-5 years. This is a great time to develop our capacity as an    organisation and to get some really good R&D 
trials happening but we need your input about the road to be travelled.  

That’s all from me.  

Hope you all enjoy some well-earned time off with the kids during the school holidays.  

Cheers 

Christine 

Office: 9842 6653 

Mobile: 0429 236 729 

Email: ceo@scfarmers.org.au 

Chief Executive Officer Update 

 

HAVE YOUR SAY – ON THE FUTURE OF SCF  
 

If you would like to have your say on the future direction 
of Stirlings to Coast Farmers, fill out the survey by clicking 
on the link below. 

 
 

 

 

The survey is 10 quick questions so won’t take much time to complete, but will provide             
invaluable information on the direction our members wish SCF to head in the future. 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/K5XLXPQ  

mailto:ceo@scfarmers.org.au
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/K5XLXPQ
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SCF has been very proactive on behalf of its members since GIWA announced tightening of feed 
barley standards earlier this year. We have two new research projects looking at snail and slug 
mitigation and are working closely with DAFWA to coordinate our research efforts across southern 
agricultural region through the initiation of a snails and slugs taskforce in collaboration with six 
other grower groups across the Southern Agricultural Region.  

 

SCF arranged a meeting between SCF Board members and CBH representatives on 22 June to   
discuss the implications of barley standards changes for SCF members in 2016 harvest. The 
meeting was attended by representatives from SCF, Gillamii, FBG, DAFWA and CBH Director      
Trevor Badger and staff, Greg Thornton, Drew Robertson and Rob Dickie. SCF has been advocating 
hard on behalf of our members requesting GIWA to delay some of the changes to next years     
harvest.  

CBH response to new GIWA barley standards 

 CBH and GIWA adding snails to its list of research priorities.  

 CBH will segregate for highest snail populations in, put multi-grade pricing in market to enable 
grain price, and average pricing to give higher certainty to growers in the Albany Port Zone.  

 Feed 2 and Feed 3 segregations are defined in GTA trade standards and are common in SA, Vic 
and NSW. WA could now have a standard Feed 2 segregation that can be used of off spec feed 
barley. Historically WA has only had one feed barley segregation that captured nearly           
everything. Now we could have a standard segregation that we could price and post a bid        
for it so that it is open and transparent.  

 Generally, there is a $5 discount for F2 barley in SA, Vic and NSW, which could be similar in   
WA but actual price will depend on the market and need to be confirmed.  

 CBH and Mark Adams will investigate with GIWA the potential to accept a maximum snails  
tolerance level of 10 per 0.5L in feed barley 2 grade in 2016/17 harvest.  

 CBH will communicate specific details regarding pricing and snails tolerance levels for feed  
barley from the Albany Port Zone to impacted growers as soon as possible.  

 

For more information or to read 
meeting notes see SCF website: 
www.scfarmers.org.au  

 

 

 

 

 

Feed Barley Segregation for Snails in 2016/17 Harvest  

SCF Board members meet 

with CBH in Albany  

SCF will be running a snails and slugs forum at the Green Range Country Club on 2nd August 
(2.00pm - 3.30pm) to bring members up to date on latest developments and research efforts.  

http://www.scfarmers.org.au
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R & D Update    John Blake SCF R & D Coordinator    Mobile: 0438 761950 

       Mike Hyder - R & D Project Manager 0428 444 798 

June 2016     Jake McGuire - Senior Research Agronomist 0437 407 517 

SCF now has approx $1m of externally funded projects 
starting or continuing in 2016-19.  

 

Our newest R&D projects include 10 field trials designed 
to compare yields from new High-Energy Feed-wheat 
and Noodle-wheat varieties, which have been             
established on SCF member’s farms in the Albany Port 
Zone. The aim of these new SCF projects is to investigate 
the potential for increasing export value of both types   
of wheat through the development of specialised Asian 
markets.  

 

The yield advantage of these new varieties could be 
enough to offset the lower price traditionally received 
for feed wheats, and with the demand for feed grains 
rising dramatically in Asia, emerging new markets for  
this high-energy grain could improve their price.         
Similarly, better-yielding noodle varieties will ensure 
higher net margins for growers. Collectively, these new 
varieties may provide an extra option for widening SCF 
rotations.  

The trials include intensive replicated small-plot sites 
established by Kalyx, and broad-scale sowings on SCF 
properties [see tables below].  The Kalyx trials are      
comparing multiple varieties, with different times of 
sowing, sowing rates and N rates. The broad-scale sites 
are comparing fewer (4-5) wheat varieties on each site, 
with the control being a regular variety sown by the    
producer. 

 

This combination of research approaches will enable 
High-Energy Wheat and Noodle Wheat production   
packages to be developed for producers in the Albany 
Port Zone. The aim is to make Albany Port Zone a        
recognised production hub for these wheats by reducing 
the risks of sprouting, black tip, spotted and moulded 
grain associated with wheat production in higher rainfall 
areas. 

 

Last month Mike Hyder, Jake McGuire and Kathi    
McDonald joined the team and are now leading these 
projects  – see below. 

1.  Fit for Purpose Feed Wheat Project 

Project leader Mike Hyder. Funded by Royalties for 
Regions R&D funds, supported  by project partner 
CBH.  

Aim: Developing the SCF High-Energy Wheat      
production package 

Fig 1. High-Energy Wheat Project      
discussions by key stakeholders at Mark 
Adams’ site (20 May 2016) 

Kalyx Intensive 
trial 

Ian Mackie 12 varieties; 2 times of sowing (27 April; 27 May); sowing rates; 
N rates 

1 Broad-scale Mark Adams 4 varieties; sown 14 April; Mace wheat 

2 Broad-scale John Howard 5 varieties; sown 21 April; Flinders Barley 

3 Broad-scale Jeff Stoney 5 varieties; sown 21 April;  Revenue Wheat 

4 Broad-scale Andrew Slade 5 varieties + 1 Feed Barley (Oxford); Grazing treatments [3 week 
grazing to 11 June 2016 at 30 Greeline 60kg hoggets/ha] ; sown 
16 April West Kendenup 

Fig 2: Comparative effect of grazing on High-Energy 
Feed Wheat varieties being examined on Andrew 
Slade’s property, West Kendenup. Treatments were 
grazed with 60kg Greeline hoggets for 3 weeks to June 
11 at a stocking rate of 30/ha. 
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R & D Update    John Blake SCF R & D Coordinator    Mobile: 0438 761950 

       Mike Hyder - R & D Project Manager 0428 444 798 

June 2016 continued...  Jake McGuire - Senior Research Agronomist 0437 407 517 

2.  Noodle Wheat Project 

Project leader Mike Hyder. Funded by Royalties for Regions R&D grant and supported by project partner 
Intergrain.  

Aim: Developing the SCF noodle wheat production package 

Kalyx Intensive trial Craig Pieper 4 varieties; sown 27 May; sowing rates; N rates; Fungicides 

1. Broad-scale Steve Lynch 4 varieties; sown 2 June 

2. Broad-scale Chris Kirkwood 5 varieties; sown 26 May; Flinders Barley 

3. Broad-scale Tony Slattery 5 varieties; sown 23 May; Flinders Barley 

4. Broad-scale John & Ashton Hood Sown 1 June 

3.  eConnect Project – Joint Project with Gillamii  

Project Leader Jake McGuire supported by Brent Pritchard (agronomist). Funded by Royalties for        
Regions R&D funds.  

Aim: Assess usefulness of decision support apps and increase grower uptake, installation of weather 
station and water probes at West Kendenup site. The project is supplying tools including Green-seeker 
and Penetrometer. 

4.  Healthy Soils Initiatives  

Project Leader Kathi McDonald. Funded by South 
Coast NRM and GRDC. 

 a.  Nil Disturbance systems for managing     
      Non Wetting Soils and test slot seeding     
      and nil grazing vs conventional tyne       
      seeding. 

 b.  Deep Ripping and other soil amelioration. 
      Trial sites at Josh and Tony Goad’s, Derek 
      and Reece Curwen’s farm.  

Note: There are three other continuing soil health 
projects  

 i) Lime Efficiency trial at Greg Mengler’s 

 ii) Lime Sources trial  

 iii) Precision Ag for Lime project with             
      Precision Soil Tech, Wes Lefroy. 

Fig 3. Brad Wood explaining the Nil Disturbance Trial to 
GIWA (I. Longson) and Executive Officers of Gillamii and 
Southern Dirt Grower Groups 
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R & D Update    John Blake SCF R & D Coordinator    Mobile: 0438 761950 

       Mike Hyder - R & D Project Manager 0428 444 798 

June 2016 continued...  Jake McGuire - Senior Research Agronomist 0437 407 517 

5.  Two Snails and Slugs Projects 

 Project Leader Kathi McDonald, supported by Jake McGuire and Svetlana Micic (DAFWA).  

 1. Snails and Slugs innovative control methods - Funded by GRDC. This tender opportunity a    
      result of GRDC RFT application completed with SCF Board in 2015. Trials underway plus           
      broad-scale trials during 2016/17. 

 2. Snails and slugs mitigation across Great Southern. Funded by COGGO.                                            

      Aim: to coordinate efforts on snail mitigation across regional grower groups in the Great     

      Southern region, provide workshops and to write a best practice manual for snails mitigation.  

6.  Pasture Systems for Crop based rotations 

Project Leader John Blake. Funded by MLA. 

 M1, M2a & b, M4 - “twin sowing” summer application etc: John & Ashton Hood’s 

 M3 Peter Diprose - Precision planting in non-wetting soils - regeneration studies 

 M5 - MLA Trial: Evaluating summer sowing of pasture phases for crop based rotations: 2015 sowing of 
Serradella pod in February 2016 versus direct seeding of bare seed in April 2016: Site 5: Mal and Marie 
Thomson (from MLA report May 2016) 

 

 M5 – Summer sowing of Serradella Pod vs April sowing– Mal Thomson’s trial has good establishment 
despite stubble fire 

 M6 – Messina vs Balansa on waterlogging, marginal salinity site at Iain Mackie’s 

Trial results will be posted regularly on the SCF website and distributed through the SCF eNews or for 
more information contact SCF R&D team or check the SCF website www.scfarmers.org.au  

  
Fig 4: Site M3 – Precision planting of Serradella at 250mm row spacing (plot 1) on non-wetting soils. 
The Serradella was sown on 19 April 2015. The photo on the left was taken on 11 August 2015. The 
photo on the right was taken on 29 April 2016 and shows successful second-year regeneration as a  
result of successive summer rains 

Fig 6: M5 Mal 
Thomson sowing 
Margurita      
Serradella pod in 
summer M5   
Trial: February 
2016 (note 
sprayed out     
self-sown barley)  

Fig 7: M5 trial site 
on 5 April 2016 
showing         
emergence from 
Summer sown 
(Feb 2016) 
Margurita pod at 
38 Kg of pod/Ha.  

http://www.scfarmers.org.au
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        Demonstrating new technology 

                            

 

   

 

 

 

DIY PA 

 MT BARKER COMMUNITY RESOURCE CENTRE 

                         Tuesday, 26th July 2016 

For further information and to RSVP 

Kathi McDonald | Communications Officer | Stirlings to Coast Farmers 
T 0408 418 531 kathi.mcdonald@scfarmers.org.au 

FREE Workshop 

And diagnosing sub-soil constraints  

9am – 12:30pm 

 Mapping basics and 

Google Earth 

 Reading in and cleaning 

yield data and exporting 

it out to the iPad 

12:30pm 

 Lunch and drive to the 

paddock 

1:30pm – 3:30pm 

 Drive out to focus      

paddock 

 Dig up some soil in poor 

yielding zones and      

discuss constraints and 

management options 

GENERAL PROGRAM 

mailto:kathi.mcdonald@scfarmers.org.au
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Technology is an ever increasing part of our daily lives 

and for some it poses more challenges than for others.    

Different forms of technology also get taken up by     

different businesses as the needs and requirements of 

the business and personal within the business change.        

The aim of the eConnected project is stated as:     

 eConnected is working to connect information across 

the grain industry to enable growers to make more 

profitable decisions tailored to their farm business. This 

will be achieved through: 

 Better flow of information between grain  

growers, their consultants, suppliers, buyers 

of grain, researchers, suppliers of weather 

data and other industry participants. 

 Improved decision tools that use this             

information to help growers with                

management decisions in grain production 

 A higher level of skill in the grains industry in 

the utilisation of electronic tools for decision 

making 

Unfortunately or fortunately the issue of “connectivity” 

and access to the internet is not part of the project.   

Maybe the election will provide some solutions for us 

all. 

Some of the decision tools we will be looking at over 

the coming field days are listed below.  Log onto the 

web sites and download them where relevant to your       

business as we would value your feedback and            

discussion at the field days.  Some are not free or      

require you to be a customer of a business, so read the 

web information carefully. 

Nutrition  

Fertiliser Calculator:  https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/

fertiliser-calculator  This Fertiliser Calculator compares 

the nutrient content of more than 1500                          

commercially-available fertilisers.  DAFWA - Free 

N Broadacre:  https://itunes.apple.com/au/app/n-

broadacre-nitrogen-calculator/id673922441  Nitrogen 

model for wheat, barley and canola. N Broadacre         

calculates how much nitrogen is required to reach the 

yield/protein target of the crop. Planfarm - $75 

NuLogic:  https://www.csbp-fertilisers.com.au/nutrition-

services/nulogic-soil-and-plant-analysis Nitrogen              

recommendations based on soil and plant samples from 

CSBP.  CSBP – Customer only 

Yield Prophet:  www.yieldprophet.com.au  Yield Prophet 

models crop growth over time, so you can know where 

the crop is up to even if you can't be in the paddock. 

Helps   predict yield and nitrogen requirements.  Birchip 

Cropping Group – Detailed soil information required 

which Stirling to Coast Farmers will have some sites next 

year - $1350 plus  

DAFWA  

DAFWA Weather:  https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/

climate-weather/dafwa-weather-stations-app  The   

weather stations provide timely, relevant and local 

weather data to assist growers and regional communities 

make more informed decisions. DAFWA – Free 

Mysoil:  https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/mysoil  MySoil 

summarises thousands of soils into 15 very broad soil 

types. These soil types vary depending on location.         

DAFWA – Free 

Mycrop:  https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/mycrop  MyCrop 

is a collection of interactive tools that bring crop              

diagnostics to the paddock.  DAFWA – Free 

MyPestGuide:  https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/

biosecurity/mypestguide-suite  The app allows users to 

report pests such as insects, weeds, diseases and animals 

to the Department of Agriculture and Food, Western   

Australia (DAFWA). Experts will identify your pest, reply 

back to your device and map it online.  DAFWA – Free 

MyPaddock:  https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/mypaddock  

MyPaddock is a tool for visualising and comparing the 

level of different crop problems on yield in Western     

Australia. It alerts growers to production constraints by 

quantifying the potential yield loss via a traffic light      

system.  DAFWA – Free 

Flower Power:  https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/frost/

flower-power  Flower Power is an online tool to predict 

wheat flowering times of up to three different varieties at 

the same time and the risk of frost or heat stress in your      

location. 

eConnected 
Brent Pritchard Farmanco 

 

https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/fertiliser-calculator
https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/fertiliser-calculator
https://itunes.apple.com/au/app/n-broadacre-nitrogen-calculator/id673922441
https://itunes.apple.com/au/app/n-broadacre-nitrogen-calculator/id673922441
https://www.csbp-fertilisers.com.au/nutrition-services/nulogic-soil-and-plant-analysis
https://www.csbp-fertilisers.com.au/nutrition-services/nulogic-soil-and-plant-analysis
http://www.yieldprophet.com.au/
https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/climate-weather/dafwa-weather-stations-app
https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/climate-weather/dafwa-weather-stations-app
https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/mysoil
https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/mycrop
https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/biosecurity/mypestguide-suite
https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/biosecurity/mypestguide-suite
https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/mypaddock
https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/frost/flower-power
https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/frost/flower-power
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Workplace Stress: A Collective    
Challenge 
 

   Dr Joyce Chong, En Masse 
 

When persistent stress is left unmanaged, it can 
have harmful effects on employee health and   
wellbeing, with work related stress costing the 
Australian economy an estimated $10 billion a 
year in lost productivity. Here are some tips to help 
you cope with stress in your workplace: 
 
Get a good night sleep 
A lack of sleep not only reduces your ability to  
perform work effectively, it also reduces your    
ability to work safely. Try going to bed at the same 
time each night to help set your body’s  internal 
clock and optimise your quality of sleep. This not 
only helps you feel better it also boosts        
productivity in the workplace. 
 
Get moving! 
Exercise releases endorphins which in turn help 
us relieve stress. Even if you’re out of shape, you 
can still make a little exercise go a long way and 
help manage your stress. With regular exercise 
you may start to find that focusing on the physical 
task results in energy and optimism, which can 
help you remain calm and clear   headed in the 
workplace. 
 
Prioritise your priorities 
Try adapting the ABC approach and putting your 
daily tasks into three different categories. 
  

  A. Tasks that are important and urgent 
  B. Tasks that are important but not urgent 
  C. Tasks that are neither important nor urgent 
 
Create boundaries 
It’s easy to feel the pressure of being available 
24/7 with mobile phones, emails and social media. 
Try to create some working boundaries for       
yourself, such as not checking your emails after 
6:00 pm, or having 1- 2 hours a night technology 
free. 
 
Acknowledge your triggers 
Make a note of particular situations that cause you 
significant stress. Pay attention to how you react 
and handle this stress and try to employ healthy 
responses when you encounter them again. 

          

 

SCF to host GRDC GRAINS RESEARCH    

UPDATE in March 2017                                                                                                         

The GRDC Grains Research Updates, formerly known as 

GRDC Crop Updates, will be hosted by SCF next year. The 

event will be held as a combined event with our normal  

SCF Crop Updates event with both local and international/

national presenters. The difference will be having more 

speakers, with some concurrent presentations, in a full day 

program.   

Over 100 growers and grains industry 

personnel are expected to attend. If 

you would like to host other growers 

traveling to our region at your farm, 

please let us know at the SCF office. 

More information will follow as       

further details are confirmed. 

 

BOOK NOW for 

ChemCert Course! 

 

SCF are organising some ChemCert training in        

September.  Please let us know if you would like to 

attend the training yourself, or have staff that you 

would like to attend. 

The ChemCert AQF3 Chemical Accreditation course    

covers industry’s updates, and local resistance and 

spraying issues to minimise chemical costs, limit spray 

drift and improve spraying outcomes. 

Thank You To Our  Agency Partners: 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwio2am47bXLAhXlYqYKHbMBBo4QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mla.com.au%2F&psig=AFQjCNHJTP6ch3isNn_JUE_55vF_-Nu8dA&ust=1457690236429047
http://www.giwa.org.au/
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CHECK CROPS FOR APHID ACTIVITY 

 

Groups would no doubt already be aware of the statement by DAFWA on Thursday 2 June 
urging grain growers to check their cereal crops for unusual aphid activity following the       
detection of an exotic aphid in South Australia.  

 

Russian wheat aphid (Diuraphis noxia), a major pest of wheat and barley, has been          
confirmed in South Australia’s wheat growing region. Although not yet detected in WA, it       
is important for growers to remain vigilant. 

 

Growers who notice aphids or signs of crop damage, particularly in newly emerging crops 
or grassy weeds, should report this immediately to the Pest and Disease Information    
Service on 1800 084 881 and via DAFWA’s reporting apps or online portal. 

 

What to look for 

 Search cereal crops and weedy grasses for aphid pests. 

 It is important to look for aphids now – even before feeding damage symptoms occur. 

 Reporting absence of Russian wheat aphid is as important as reporting pests and symptoms. 

 In addition to looking for aphid damage symptoms consider reporting healthy crops also. 

 Look for a noticeable loss of green colouration across the crop and, on closer inspection, white,   
yellow, purple or red streaking, leaf curling, stunted plant growth and loss of vigour. 

 Start plant inspections at the crop edge, where pests often colonise first. 

 Look for aphids near the base of newly emerged leaves and inspect the leaves and leaf whorls of 
tillers. Examine them closely using a hand lens or smartphone macro lens. 

 Russian wheat aphids look similar to other cereal aphids except they have two tiny tails at the 
rear end and lack the usual excretion tubes or exhaust pipes on the top of the rear end of the 
body compared to other cereal aphids. These pests are approximately 2mm long, pale yellowish 
green with a fine waxy coating. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information click here or contact John van Schagen, T: 08 9368 3765. 

http://gga.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b8cc129c6aa849cb3b6e38460&id=ec83a5c0aa&e=08bcd50ce6
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Fourteen Stirlings to Coast members again took advantage of the herbicide susceptibility testing service last season.      

38 ryegrass and nine radish samples were collected. Results showed all pre-emergent herbicides tested were effective. 

The ryegrass and radish tables show the results of all herbicide tests. In addition, a few growers requested tests for   

other herbicides as well. 

The small number of radish samples and grower selected sampling means conclusions over the member area are loose. 

There was a similar high proportion as previous seasons showing survival to bromoxynil and diflufenican. It’s worth 

noting that there can be ‘false survival’ with bromoxynil, a paddock result is the one that counts. The level of survival to  

diflufenican could be up on previous years but the proportion of samples surviving Intervix is down on previous seasons. 

No survival to 2,4-D amine was measured this year and all radish samples are again susceptible to glyphosate. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There was a good set of 38 ryegrass samples with similar numbers coming from wheat and barley crops and two from 

each canola and pasture. As in previous years, there was a moderate number of samples showing survival to Select but 

only one with high survival. Five samples showed survival to Factor, only one was very high. Only three samples showed 

resistance to both of these herbicides. 

Five samples showed resistance to the lower rate of glyphosate tested but only one sample had any survival to the    

double rate of glyphosate. 

All samples were completely killed by paraquat. 

Stirlings to Coast Farmers intends to continue herbicide susceptibility sampling and testing as a self funding service to 

members. Be prepared to take advantage of the value offered and confidence of knowing how well herbicides are    

working on your farm. 

Herbicide Susceptibility Testing 2015 

 

Jeremy Lemon, DAFWA Albany 
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Pre emergent herbicides are rated visually from 0-10. 0 is no germination, 1 is some germinate and then die, and       

increasing scores combine germination, survival and vigour. Resistance is a concern when scores exceed about 3. 

Herbicide susceptibility testing 2015               
       continued… 

Jeremy Lemon, DAFWA Albany 
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With the recent very wet weather over a large part of the South Coast region this winter it is highly                 

recommended for growers to keep a close eye on their crops for any disease outbreaks.  The tables below    

outlines the main risk factors for a variety of crop diseases for barley and canola. 

Growers advised to check for risk factors for 

crop disease outbreaks  

– Kith Jayasena, DAFWA 

Barley 

Risk Factors Net Blotch Powdery Mildew  Scald Leaf Rust Spot Blotch/Root Rot 

Susceptible variety     ??????? 

Stubble (Infected)      

Volunteers      

Seed  (Net Type only)      

Airborne spores      

Wet weather  > RH (90%) Cool wet weather Overnight dews Warm soil 

(Frequent rain and wetting leaves)  15 - 22 °C 10 - 18 °C 15 - 22 °C 16 - 40 °C (28 - 32 °C) 

> RH (10 - 30 hrs)  Breeze  Surface moisture Frequent rain 

10 - 25 °C  Alternative wet and dry epidemic   > 20 °C 

    HIGH RISK FOR 2016  

Slides collected from 9 Spore Trap sites across the lower Great Southern (West Kendenup, Tenterden, North 

Woogenellup, South Stirling, Gnowellen, Pallinup and Nayerlup) for the period   22 June to 29 June reveal the 

presence of Powdery Mildew spores.  Spore traps between North Woogenellup to South Stirling reveal the 

presence of Scald conidia spores.     

Growers are advised to check their susceptible barley crops for the above mentioned two diseases in addition 

to leaf rust. 

Canola 

Risk Factors Blackleg Sclerotinia stem rot Downy mildew 

Susceptible variety    

Stubble  Rotation & disease level in the previous season  

Volunteers   (many broadleaf)  

Seed  Carried with seed  

Airborne spores  Spore borne/air borne Spore borne/air borne 

Wet weather  RF >  > Wet condition up to & flowering Cool wet weather  

Wet conditions least 10 days 

11 - 15 °C 

(Regular rains/high RH 2 weeks before flowering          
& through flowering) 

(High yielding potential then fungicides at                     
20 - 30% flowering) 

Stem lesion humid/wet conditions & 20 - 25 °C 

RISK IS HIGH FOR 2016 
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Welcome to new Silver Sponsor – Marsh Advantage Insurance 

“Many people see insurance as a headache. It is my role to take this headache away from my clients 
and allow them to get on with running their business.” 
 
Are you adequately insured?  Need a quote? Then give me a call! 
 
As a business owner myself, I understand the hard work that goes in to running and growing a  
business. So it is my aim to ensure that this asset is protected with the best possible insurance  
and risk management solutions. 
 
Ben Edwards 
Ph: 08 9289 3879 
Mob: 0417 216 767 
benjamin.edwards@marshadvantage.com 

Our sponsors are vital  

– support the businesses that 

support us 

Sponsorship of Stirlings to Coast Farmers is vital 

for our efforts. 

We select our sponsors carefully and only        

associate with sponsors that we feel represent 

good value and service for our members. 
 

So when you need something, please remember 

to check out our sponsor’s products and services 

first. Let our sponsors know that you are an SCF 

member and if you can, let us know when you 

purchase from them. We like to 

keep track on your experiences 

and sometimes, we may be        

entitled to a fee.   

Our Gold sponsors 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Silver sponsors 

         

 

Southern TOOL & FASTENER CO. 

 

 

"My Grandfather used to say that once 

in your life you will need a  

doctor, lawyer, a policeman and a 
preacher but every day, three times a 

day you need a FARMER"  

 

- Brenda Scoepp 

WOOL AGENCY CO PTY LTD 

mailto:benjamin.edwards@marshadvantage.com
http://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://www.i2clipart.com/cliparts/8/5/9/5/clipart-thumbs-up-happy-smiley-emoticon-512x512-8595.png&imgrefurl=http://skyvector.org/thumbs-up-emoticon&h=486&w=512&tbnid=chxBQfDOuDR6pM:&zoom=1&docid=dzwPYDTHuJz1BM&ei=c
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The Board  

The following are members of the Stirlings to Coast Farmers Board. This 

group meet regularly and guide the events and research priorities for the 

group.  They appreciate input from the wider membership and can be  

contacted on the numbers listed below : 

 Scott Smith 9847 7043 or 0429 466 037  (Chairperson) 

 Derek Curwen 9854 3012 or 0428 543 012  (Deputy Chairperson) 

 Tracy Bradshaw 9847 7013 or 0499 477 013 

 Ken Drummond 9854 1033 or 0427 541 033  

 Shane Greenslade 9854 2018 or 0428 542 048  (Events East) 

 John Hood 9847 7034 or 0427 960 950  

 John Howard 9854 3004 or 0428 543 004  

 Iain Mackie 9851 1350 or 0427 511 350 (R & D) 

 Andrew Slade  9852 4096 or 0433 779 426 (Events West) 

 Tony Slattery 9847 1054 or 0417 050 174  

 Clare Webster 9851 4221 or 0427 471 011 

 Mal Thomson 9854 3038 or 0428 543 038  

Staff 

 Christine Kershaw - Chief Executive Officer 9842 6653 or  

       0429 236 729 

 Heather Adams - Finance Officer 0428 541 051  

 Kathi McDonald - Communications Officer 0408 418 531 

 John Blake - R & D Coordinator 0438 761 950 

 Mike Hyder - R & D Project Manager 0428 444 798 

 Jake McGuire - Senior Research Agronomist 0437 407 517 

 Wal Anderson - Specialist Research Advisor 9842 6653 

Thank you also to 

our Silver Sponsors 

Southern TOOL & FASTENER CO. 

Photo Gallery 

SCF Field Walk organised by 

Events West  

Research site sign at Kendenup 

 

WOOL AGENCY CO PTY LTD 


