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Summer 2016 

 

Jottings from the Chair 

Harvest is well under way and no doubt a few      
growers will be finished by the time this goes to print. 
A mixed bag for members with some having lower 
yields due waterlogging and frost and others having 
good grain quality boosting the otherwise poor     
prices. A certain lady member delivered canola with 
52.3% oil!! 

The glyphosate on feed barley permit came through 
just in time and was a fantastic result for growers. Well done to Grain Growers 
Australia, and, closer to home, Reece Curwen, Mark Adams and Christine     
Kershaw for getting a submission in from SCF. While the extra spraying has 
added to the stress levels this harvest it will certainly be worth it.  

Although the Spring Field Day may seem a distant (chilly?) memory, it was a 
great success and good to see so many of members (80) come along. Great to 
see all the work being done around the district by growers and partners of SCF.  

The Board, members and SCF staff have worked hard to create a new strategic 
plan for our group. A clear plan means that the group has a strong idea of what 
we are about and helps us make good decisions going forward.  

Welcome to our new silver sponsors Intergrain and Nufarm and bronze     
sponsors AOPP and CountryAg. Thanks to all our other existing sponsors for 
renewing your support for our group. We will have a new trade directory for 
members coming out in the new year. Please everyone, take the time to source 
out your suppliers from the trade directory and let these sponsors know that 
you appreciate their support for SCF.  

For many it will be good to say goodbye to a chilly, wet 2016 and move on to 
2017. I wish everyone a safe and happy Christmas break and New Year. First up 
after holidays will be the GRDC Regional Research Updates at Kendendup on 
the 7th March 2017. I hope you will all put this date in the diary as it promises 
to be a great day with some excellent local and international speakers, plus 
demonstrations, networking and the “Game of Drones”… 

 

Scott 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Events for your 2017 Calendar 

 
Thursday 9th February  

 

SCF Board Meeting 
 

 
Tuesday 7th March 2017 

GRDC Regional Crop Update  

at Kendenup Lodge 
 

 
Tuesday 28th March 

 

SCF Trials Review, venue tbc 
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This newsletter is most likely to be read 
by you while you are sitting in a header 
or waiting in a truck or some such like. 
Or maybe in January at Bremer Bay   
enjoying some hard earned relax time. 
Its busy for the SCF team too. It’s not  
like we slack off when you get busy, we 
have lots of funding proposals to write 
up, field trials to harvest, trial data to 
analyse and events to plan for 2017 etc.  

SCF has gone from strength to strength 
in 2016, partly thanks to new projects 

we have landed but mostly thanks to the trust and       
goodwill between SCF members and staff. It is so           
important to us that we remain close to you and stay     
focussed on meeting your needs as we continue to grow  
in 2017. This was the upbeat feeling at this year’s annual 
SCF dinner, which we hope we can open up to all members 
to come along to next year!  

If you haven’t already, take a look at our newly revised   
strategic plan on the SCF    website www.scfarmers.org.au 
and you will see what SCF has planned for the coming 3 
years. The biggest change and challenge for SCF in 2017 
will be our increased focus on  livestock R&D projects   
(beef and sheep).  

A big welcome to our two new part-time staff at              
SCF –  Victoria Bennett, our new livestock extension 
officer, who is busy developing an MLA beef project on 
virtual fencing and Alaina Smith, who is busy developing 
both sheep and cropping related projects. Both Alaina and 
Victoria are SCF members and farmers and this is a great 
way to ensure that SCF remains firmly grounded and     
connected to our members while we continue to grow and 
prosper in 2017. If you have an interest in working with us 
and have agronomic or livestock skills, please feel free to 

talk to me about opportunities coming up.  

You may have noticed that we are also advertising for a full 
time agronomist / R&D Coordinator. Don’t worry, John 
and Jake are not leaving us, we just need someone to take 
on a full time role with more projects and funding         
expected to kick in mid 2017. We also need some           
administrative support if you have an interest in coming in 
to the Albany office for two days a week to help out.  

Also, if you have an interest in becoming more involved as 
a volunteer, please give me a call or contact one of our 
staff or committee members (see below). We really need 
as many of you involved as possible in 2017 to make sure 
that SCF remains relevant and a truly farmer-driven group.  

That’s enough from me. Please stay safe over Xmas –    
terrible road carnage this year in the Great Southern so 
take your time, get a driver if your partying and have a 
great time this summer with your family and friends.      
Get some long needed rest and see you in 2017!  

Hope Santa brings you a bumper crop and safe harvest !!!!  

 

From all of us here at SCF 

Cheers 

Christine 

Mobile: 0429 236 729 

Email: 
ceo@scfarmers.org.au 

Chief Executive Officer Update 

 
 
 

 

 

 

Get involved by: 

 joining the organising team for 2017 GRDC Grains Crop 
Updates 

 joining an SCF Committee - R&D, Commodities (value 
adding), Events, Finance 

 coming along to one of our social events in 2017 or help 
to organise them through our farmer2farmer groups 
(West, East, South) or Events committee.  

 volunteering in the SCF office. 
 

 
SCF Committee Chairs 

R&D – John Hood  0427 960 950 
Commodities – Ken Drummond  0427 541 033 
Finance and Governance – Ken Drummond  0427 541 033 
Events – Tracy Bradshaw  0499 477 013 
West Group (social R&D group) – Andrew Slade  0433 779 426 
or Clare Webster  0427 555 981 
East Group – Shane Greenslade  0428 542 048 
South Group – not yet formed but if interested call Christine 

Want to be more involved with SCF?  

http://www.scfarmers.org.au
mailto:ceo@scfarmers.org.au
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2016 Trials Review to be held Tuesday 28 March 2017 

 
The results from SCF’s 2016 research trials will be presented to SCF members at a 
2016 Trials Review event in late March 2017.  

 
The Trials Review event will be followed by a BBQ (location to be confirmed). This 
will include reflections on the past season from two local farmers as well as          
discussions about variety performance, crop disease management, options for   
mixed farmers, weed control and more. 

 
Members who attend the day can also pick up their copy of the 2016 Field Trial results booklet, which      
includes a detailed interpretation of the research data generated from SCF’s field trials in 2016.                
 
More details to follow in our February eNews and website but mark the date in your calendar along with  
the GRDC Grains Research Update on March 7 2017.  

 

 

 

SCF are seeking an Agronomist! 

SCF are looking for a full-time agronomist to expand the capacity of our research team. He / she will need to be passionate 
about agricultural R&D with at least 5 years’ research trial experience and expertise in cropping systems. A very competitive 
$100K+ salary package, including a generous vehicle allowance and flexible working arrangements, will be negotiated with the 
successful candidate.  

How to apply 

Submit CV and a short written statement (no more than 2 pages) giving details of your work experience, qualifications and 
background against the selection criteria in the Job Description Form. 

 

For a job Description Form, email Christine Kershaw at ceo@scfarmers.org.au. For a confidential discussion about the role call 
Christine on 0429 236 729. 

 

CLOSING DATE FOR APPLICATIONS (EXTENDED):  5PM FRIDAY 23 DECEMBER 



 4 

SCF R&D program: Initial harvest results for 2016 crop and pasture trials  
 

John Blake – R&D Coordinator 

 

NOTE: There were no significant 
differences between the          
treatments. For the setup year 
(year 1) treatment effects were 
not expected as: 
 i) treatments are longer term 
and     
 ii) non-wetting in 2016 was  not 
an issue (lower trafficability was 
observed in the cultivation      
treatments). 
Canola is also an indeterminant 
plant type and can compensate 
for lower plant densities so yield 
can be less impacted by patchy 
germination due to non-wetting.  

2016 Setup year for NDS trial harvest 
results: 

 
Slot seeder 

(Disc) 
Tyne seeder 

Tyne seeder 

after cultivation 

Canola Yield Kg/

Ha 
1959* 1956* 2034* 

Beau Valley Farms/SCNRM/GRDC trial on Nil Disturbance Farming Systems 

Some growers have observed improvements in soil condition (physical, chemical and biological soil improvement) by application 
of longer term nil disturbance systems. The trial site is a forest gravel soil type with high non-wetting risk.  

The premise is that old root pathways are preserved by not disturbing soil, acting as a conduit (bio pores) for water entry. This is 
based on research trials in Dr Margaret Roper’s GRDC project at Munglinup and growers’ observations that soil water pathways 
persist well into the next season, but are destroyed by any soil disturbance. 

 
Noodle Wheat Project – small scale trial – Craig Pieper’s - at Kamballup 

Variety Moisture Protein 

Ninja  14.3% 10.4% 

Zen  15.3% 10.5% 

Trojan  16.9%  10% 

Calingiri  16.2%  10.6% 

Sceptre  15%  9.5% 

Supreme  15.4%  10.3% 

Zen high seed 
rate  

17.8%  9% 

Fortune  15.5%  10.1% 

Mace buffer  16.2%  8.8% 

Preliminary harvest results for the trial are below: Time of Harvest 1 yield results 

Variety   Urea treatment  Yield (t/ha)  

Zen  F1 6.09 

 F2 5.90 

Zen (high seeding rate) F1 5.94  

 F2 6.44  

Calingiri  F1 6.19  

 F2 5.67  

Ninja  F1 5.66  

 F2 6.16  

Fortune  F1 5.40  

 F2 5.94 

Supreme  F1 5.45  

 F2 5.77  

Trojan  F1 6.24  

 F2 5.83  

Sceptre  F1 6.37  

 F2 6.19  

* NOTE: There were no significant         
differences between varieties or fertiliser   
treatments at this time of harvest. Results 
are still pending for the second time of     
harvest. 

Fertiliser Treatments 

F1: Urea at 64kg/ha 
immediately before 
sowing followed by 
64kg/ha early          
pre-emergence. 

F2: Urea at 128kg/ha 
immediately before 
sowing followed by  
64 kg/ha early          
pre-emergence and 
64kg/ha late            
pre-emergence. 
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Optimal pasture phases for livestock in Crop-based rotations – MLA funding 

 

 

Sheep grazing second rep of trial in October (pasture cages in foreground) 

SCF R&D program: Initial harvest results for 2016 crop and pasture trials  
 

John Blake – R&D Coordinator 

M4: Evaluating twin sowing of pasture phases for Crop based rotations: 2015 Application of Serradella pod in front of   
seeding a cereal crop in 2015 for pasture establishment 2016.                 Trial hosts: John and Ashton Hood 

PLOT # Treatment Pod rate  Plant counts 5/04/16 

1 Margurita pod applied in cereal crop 2015 38 kg/ha  39 

2 Control 0   

3 Santorini pod applied in cereal crop 2015 38 Kg/ha  6 

4 Avila pod applied in cereal crop 2015 38 Kg/ha  22 

5 Margurita pod applied in cereal crop 2015 38 kg/ha  48 

6 Avila pod applied in cereal crop 2015 38 Kg/ha  19 

7 Control 0   

8 Santorini pod applied in cereal crop 2015 38 Kg/ha  9 

With the summer rains cohorts began germinating from January onwards with staggered emergence. Margurita has 
performed the best in the twin sowing method although plant numbers overall have been lower than with summer 
sowing of pod method in the M5 trial (see below chart and M5 results below). 

M4:Twin sown 2015 Serradella– 2016 DM production  M4: Grazed and sprayed Serradella Photo 21 Sept 2016  
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Optimal pasture phases for livestock in Crop-based rotations – MLA funding                           …continued 

 

SCF R&D program: Initial harvest results for 2016 crop and pasture trials  
 

John Blake – R&D Coordinator 

M5: Sowing of Serradella pod in February 2016 versus Mal Thomson’s Pasture Mix.         Trial host: Mal Thomson 
 

Mal’s mix was Cadiz Serradella at 5 kg/ha, Saia Oats at 15 kg/ha and Monti sub Clover 5kg/ha.  
Paddock stocking rate - Mal’s paddock carried just over 10 dse/ha for three months during winter despite waterlogging up   
to September 2016. Herbicide cross treatments were applied 9 Aug 2016 

Sowing Margurita serradella pod Feb 2016 Emergence of summer sown Margurita pod on April 5 

Summer sown Margurita pod pasture growth Mal’s 
pasture mix with Saia oats behind – 8 Nov 2016  

Summer sown Margurita pod showing cross treatments of 
herbicide – Raptor produced the best results – 19 Oct 2016 

Excellent 
Autumn growing 
conditions 

June  
Waterlogging 

July 
Severe  
waterlogging 

August  
Severe  
waterlogging 

September  
Still  
waterlogging 

October  
Improved  
conditions 

November  
Serradella still 
growing 
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Optimal pasture phases for livestock in Crop-based rotations – MLA funding                           …continued 

 

SCF R&D program: Initial harvest results for 2016 crop and pasture trials  
 

John Blake – R&D Coordinator 

* NOTE: With decile 10 rainfall in total over summer, autumn and winter (5 Dec 2015 to 5 October 2016) 
the whole paddock including the trial site was affected by more severe waterlogging (perched water-tables) 
than experienced in the last two decades.  
 
CONCLUSION: Pasture mixes are more productive than a single species  

Messina (rear plot) versus 
Balansa clover (front) on 
waterlogged and mildly 
saline land – 10 Nov 2016 

A real test for Messina vs Balansa!  
Seed had to be top-dressed on the 
waterlogged site due to the late 
arrival of seed on 10 June 2016. 
This photo was taken 6 weeks after 
sowing at the end of July – ongoing 
water inundation and marginal 
salinity. The site ensured that test 
sowings would get a high          
challenge!  

M6: Evaluating sowing of pasture species for waterlogged and marginal salinity - pasture species sown 10 June 2016 
(supplier delay), Messina versus Balansa clover.                        Trial host: Iain Mackie 

Dry Matter Yields 10 November 2016 (Note: plots not planted until June 10) 

 

Pasture type    Average dry matter (kg/ha) (somewhat variable across plots)  

Messina (Melitotus sp)  4285 

Balansa (Trifolium sp)  3120 



 8 

SCF have been very proactive on the 

snail front in 2016. We currently have 

two funded projects dealing with snails 

and slugs, and have been involved with 

other initiatives to help our members 

deal with the snail issue! 

Research Projects: 

Research Project 1: Effective baiting options for the control 

of conical snails in the Albany Port zone, funded through 

GRDC’s RCSN   

A research project across the southern and western regions 

to provide growers with localised information for effective 

timing of baiting for snails.  

Grower bait survey - (slug and snail) baiting survey            

distributed through all grower groups in the Albany and    

Esperance port zones. Currently analysing results with report 

due to GRDC by the end of February, 2017. If you haven’t   

yet filled out the survey, please jump online and fill it          

out – it is very quick to do! The link is                                      

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/7ZZJG39 

Snail baiting research has begun with trials currently in           

progress at DAFWA Albany site (to be completed early              

December). Results will be analysed from these experiments 

in early 2017 looking at formulation, rates and amount of 

active ingredient.  

So far research findings suggest: 

 Random interaction, snails don’t actively seek out 

baits   

 Snails will feed on baits if they come across them 

 Caged trials show the number of bait points is   

important and not the formulation or the amount 

of active ingredient 

in the baits 

Bait effectiveness trial        

currently in progress at      

DAFWA, Albany looking at a 

range of different baits. The 

results from this trial will    

determine the treatments for 

the field trials. 

Kathi McDonald, Project Leader  Mobile: 040841853 

Project 2: Snails and slugs mitigation research for farmers in 

Great Southern regions, funded through COGGO 

A Snails and Slugs taskforce was established by SCF in        

collaboration with members from grower groups across the 

region and representatives from CBH.  The taskforce has met 

via teleconference and ‘face-to-face’ over the season to 

better coordinate and disseminate information and research 

into snail and slug mitigation across the Southern                

Agricultural region. 

The production of a “Best Practice” 

management of slugs and snails guide 

to encourage best practice snail       

mitigation pre-seeding 2017.  This will 

be launched in March 2017 at the SCF 

hosted GRDC Grains Research Updates 

event. An early draft will be completed 

in January 2017. 

 

Other Snail Activities: 

SCF have purchased a snail roller (from member’s funds), 

which was demonstrated at our spring field day. The snail 

roller is available for hire by members to remove snails from 

2016 harvested grain in the Albany Port Zone. Please contact 

Jake McGuire (0437 407 517) for further information. 

SCF will trial the snail roller with members this harvest to 

test effectiveness in removing snails. Processed grain from 

tests will be provided to CBH Albany for assessment. 

SCF will make the snail roller available to other grower 

groups to demonstrate to members in 2017.  

Biosecurity signage is available to members. If you would 

like some signage, please let us know. 

SCF is also undertaking an unfunded harvest trial with      

stripper fronts this harvest, investigating whether these will 

reduce the number of snails in harvested grain compared to 

a conventional front. Stay tuned for results! 

The results from all of our snails and slugs trials will be   

presented at the SCF hosted GRDC Grains Research Update 

event at Kendenup Lodge 7 March 2017. 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/7ZZJG39
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Cue in a dark, crisp VERY early morning; three intrepid film crew 

meet at the Albany DAFWA office at 3:30am to head up to    

Kamballup to begin an exciting day of filming our SCF members 

hard at work during harvest!   

On Thursday December 8, SCF CEO Christine Kershaw and     

communications officer Kathi McDonald joined photographer 

and film maker, Karin Calvert, to spend the day shooting a video 

and stills to capture the harvest story of some of our members, 

from ‘Paddock to Port’. The day started with dawn shots at Ken 

Drummond’s Kamballup farm to capture the sunrise. Then off to 

Derek Curwen’s for early morning wake-up rousing of           

backpackers and breakfast shooting, interviews before following 

the boys out to the paddock to begin the day’s work on the 

headers. A highlight for photographer Karin was getting to ride 

along with Reece Curwen in the header, to film from the        

passenger seat on the harvester…. Breaker breaker….. 

It was then off to Scott Smith’s place, to capture images of     

harvest machinery and the snail roller, before heading back to 

Woogenellup for lunch at Ken Drummond’s looking across the 

paddocks to the beautiful Stirling Ranges. We were joined for 

lunch by SCF R&D Co-ordinator John Blake, Tyne Logan (ABC 

Rural Report) and some of the Perth CBH crew, who were down 

here looking at our feed wheat trials.  

After a pleasant lunch, it was back in the car and down to      

Albany to film the trucks arriving at CBH, and some of the     

sampling action. After filming the sampling, it was back up to 

Heather and Mark Adam’s property at Woogenellup to          

grab some stunning shots of harvest at sunset and the beautiful 

vistas of the Porongorups and Stirling 

Ranges. The next day, Christine and 

Karin were lucky enough to be escorted 

by Brandan Simmons (CBH quality) back 

at the port for more filming on one of 

the ships being loaded with canola, 

capturing the ship at sunset over the 

port! Thus completing the story from 

Paddock to Port!  

From sun up to sun down, from        

paddock to port, the day’s filming was  

a great experience.  Some amazing      

photographs and video were captured 

which we will use to tell the story of our member’s hard work  

at harvest and promote our grain quality to visiting    

delegations and the world! Thanks to Mark, Ken, Scott 

and Derek for letting us on your properties. Watch out 

for the short film, which will be launched at the GRDC 

Crop Update event in March 2017 and then on the SCF 

website! 

More info: Kathi McDonald, SCF communications officer 

SCF goes to Hollywood!!  

Karin Calvert capturing the action – grain loading on 

to the road train at Derek Curwen’s.  

The view across the paddocks to the Stirling Ranges at 

Ken and Karen Drummond’s property. 

Header and chaser bin working in to the evening at Mark 

and Heather Adams’ Woogenellup property. 

Filming the trucks being sampled at 

the CBH Albany Port facility.  
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SCF Annual Dinner 
 

SCF staff, board and committee members and partners 

along with sponsors enjoyed a great night and lovely 

dinner at the Motel Le Grande in Albany on October 

27. The dinner was held after the final SCF Board 

meeting for the year, and provided an opportunity to 

reflect on the achievements of SCF throughout 2016 

and to recognise the contribution of some of our     

dedicated members and staff in getting us to where we 

are today. 

Formalities were kept to a minimum with Chair Scott 

Smith welcoming everyone to the evening, and CEO 

Christine Kershaw adding her thanks to those      

attending. A few awards were made between the main 

course and dessert. The first were to SCF R&D          

Coordinator John Blake and DAFWA’s Jeremy Lemon, 

for the tireless effort they have put in building up SCF’s 

research program, and the work they have done in 

keeping the group going over the past few years.     

Long standing members in Ken Drummond and 

Heather and Mark  Adams were also recognised for 

their commitment to forming SCF and keeping it going 

through the ups and downs of the establishment phase 

since 2009. 

A lovely social evening was had by all who attended, 

with everyone enjoying a chance to catch up before 

the craziness of the harvest period began. Many 

thanks to the staff at the Motel Le Grande for being so             

accommodating with our set-up requests, and for the 

great food and drink that was enjoyed by all who 

attended. Look out for the Annual Dinner next year as 

all SCF members will be invited to attend what is a 

great night out! 
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Technology is an important component to ensuring our State’s agricultural sector remains internationally 

competitive. The Department of Agriculture and Food, Western Australia’s (DAFWA) eConnected Grainbelt 

project, funded through Royalties for Regions, is working to connect information across the grains industry 

to enable growers to make more profitable decisions. 

This will be achieved through: 

 Better flow of information between grain growers, their consultants, suppliers, buyers of grain,    
researchers, suppliers of weather data, and other industry participants. 

 Improved decision tools that use this information to help growers with management decisions in 
grain production. 

 A higher level of skill in the grains industry in the utilisation of electronic tools for decision making. 

MyCrop – DAFWA 

There are many experienced agronomists and farmers who effectively diagnose crop problems based on 

years of field experience. 

Unfortunately, a paddock often has many problems, and may even have several problems in the same   

area. As well, a combination of factors can contribute to a similar plant symptom. For example, an           

apparent nutrient deficiency, may be induced by other factors such as root disease, nematodes or        

herbicides. Less experienced agriculturalists may miss the interactions and focus on only one aspect.      

MyCrop allows you to search through many different symptoms and explanations of what is observed in 

the paddock. 

The MyCrop app also has many facets utilisable across the year.  From diagnostics, crop check to            

management and for this time of the season, Variety Selector.  At different field days through the season 

we have tested the diagnostic and crop check tool to help identify nutrient deficiencies and determine   

virus infection. 

Soil Water App (SW App) – GRDC & University of Southern Queensland 

Soil Water App (SWApp) provides farmers with a ready estimate of plant available water (PAW) in the soil 
during a fallow and early crop phase. SWApp estimates soil water (PAW) using a tested water balance 
model (Howleaky) and inputs from: 

 weather data from a nearby Bureau of Meteorology (BoM) sourced from the Silo  

     (https://www.longpaddock.qld.gov.au/silo/); 

 rainfall data from a local rain gauge (manual entry); 

 rainfall data automatically uploaded from a Bluetooth enabled rain gauge (20m range); 

 a soil description best suited to your paddock; and 

 soil and crop cover conditions for each paddock. 

SWApp considers all components of the water cycle on a daily basis and uses long term climate data to 
provide a forward-looking estimate of likely outcomes for the specified soil, location and fallow/crop          
conditions.  

Down load the app from the Apple store or search www.soilwaterapp.net.au 

There is a wealth of soil and soil water information and information on how to use the app.  

For further information contact Jake McGuire 0437 407 517 

eConnected Grainbelt 

Brent Pritchard & Mark Lawrence – Farmanco, Albany and Kojonup 

http://www.soilwaterapp.net.au
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What is sooty mould? 

A superficial grey-black fungal growth can be seen on the surface of 

cereal heads (Fig. 1). It can be caused by several genera of weak     

pathogenic fungi including Alternaria. 

When can you see it? 

Cereal head infection occurs during flowering to maturation and from 

maturation to harvest time when heads are exposed to prolonged wet 

weather conditions (Fig 1). 

What the weather says this season? 

The Lower Great Southern experienced a wet season in 2016.  This 

means a higher risk of sooty mould affecting cereal crops. 

What the spore traps are saying in the region 

Of the nine spore traps located across lower Great Southern,             

germinating Alternaria conidia spores were detected in 8 traps from 

the 10th August to 19 Nov and in one spore trap at South Stirling from 

13 July to 19 Nov.  Given the presence of spores in the spore traps,  

infection of cereal crops in the region is likely. 

Yield importance: 

Superficial head discoloration itself does not indicate a significant loss 

of grain yield, except for unpleasant spore clouds produced during   

harvesting.  Infected heads can indicate the presence of a            

significant stem base or root disease in the crop which can have   

an impact on yield. 

Control: 

Control of sooty mould may rarely be justified as grain yield losses 

are small.  No fungicides are currently registered for use against 

sooty mould in WA.  

Grain affected by sooty mould should be stored under dry            

well-ventilated conditions to avoid development of storage mould.  If      

storage conditions are not met, mould will develop in the stores as 

shown in the heads pictured (Fig 2). 

For further information contact Kith Jayasena 9892 8477 

Sooty mould could be on your door step  

Kithisiri Jayasena, Plant Pathologist,  

DAFWA Albany  

Figure 2. Alternaria spp. affected heads 

showing mould development under 

wet conditions 

Figure 1. Trojan wheat head infected 

with Alternaria spp.  
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SCF GOLD Sponsor 

To place an order for fuel   

during this harvest 

 Albany  9844 3243  

 Katanning  9821 1766  

 Jerramungup  9835 1531 

 

 

 

 

Harvest is here and you’ll no doubt embark on some long 

working days. 

Here are some tips to keep you safe when you’re driving 

your trucks and machinery from our Gold sponsor, Great 

Southern Fuel Supplies. 

Get your blood flowing 

Getting your blood flowing is one of the best ways of staying awake, 

alert and stopping those eyelids from going south. Maximise any 

time spent out of the cab and try to get your muscles moving as 

much as possible, even if it’s only for a short time. A brisk burst of 

activity before settling back into your cab will pump blood to your 

brain and keep it alert. Open a window and keep fresh oxygen    

circulating in the cab to stimulate your senses.  

Stay hydrated 

Dehydration causes fatigue so drink small amounts or water        

frequently and don’t go overboard with caffeine. Avoid drinking 

caffeine in the last couple of hours of your shift so your brain isn’t 

still feeling the effects when you finally get home.  

Stay healthy 

Don’t rely on sugar and fat-laden truck stop foods to keep you alert. 

High doses of fat, salt and sugar only make you more tired and 

don’t offer many vitamins or long lasting energy in return. Of 

course, no one will slap your hand away on a two-for-one chocolate 

bar deal, and to be fair truck stops aren’t exactly a farmer’s market 

for fresh, healthy produce. So before you head out on the road, 

prepare at home, pack healthy meals with plenty of nuts, fruit and 

other snacks to keep you going on the road. 

Stay entertained 

Listening to music is an obvious choice, however, if it’s too familiar 

it’ll fade into the background and put you to sleep. Singing is a great 

way for heavy haulage drivers to stay entertained and alert; it 

boosts your mood and raises your energy levels. So belt it out! 

Know your limits 

When all is said and done and fatigue sets in, there’s almost     

nothing to stop it. Don’t try and ‘push through’. Truck stops are 

there for a reason; pull over and have a 20 minute nap, it could 

save your life. 

 

HAVE A SAFE AND PROSPEROUS HARVEST. 

Available for free from your app store! 

You can search up the correct oils for ALL 

your machinery by taping the “oils” icon. 

As you travel around the state you can 

check out all the GSFS locations by     

tapping the “locations” icon. You can 

even place your fuel order by tapping the 

“order” icon! 

Many more great features are being          

developed and will be available soon. 

GSFS Phone App 
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Our Gold Sponsors: 
Our sponsors are vital – support 

the businesses that support us 

Sponsorship of Stirlings to Coast Farmers 

is vital for our efforts.  
 

We select our sponsors carefully and only         

associate with sponsors that we feel       

represent good value and service for our 

members. 
 

So when you need something, please    

remember to check out our sponsor’s   

products and services first. Let our      

sponsors know that you are an SCF    

member and if you can, let us know when 

you purchase from them. We like to keep 

track on your experiences. 
 

We would like to thank 

all our sponsors for 

their support through-

out the year and wish 

them all the best for the 

festive season. 

With weather reports warning we are about to experience 
one of the hottest and driest summers on record, SCF farmers 
are encouraged to review their insurance cover. By taking the 
time to assess your insurance needs now, you can ensure you 
are suitably covered should your farm be damaged by a    
bushfire.  
 

To review your insurance, you first need to ensure your      
policies have appropriate indemnity periods to ensure any 
payout will cover the farm business if it must make a claim 
because of a fire and re-establish its operations. Some        
insurers include a business interruption option as part of their 
policies to cover lost income or increased costs of working  
the farm during any rebuilding of its facilities in the event of   
a bushfire. You will also need consider the value of your      
assets when reviewing your insurance needs, and to insure 
them appropriately. 
 

Many farmers underestimate the value of their assets, which 
could mean that in the event of a claim you might have a 
shortfall between the payout and the cost of replacing the 
assets. It’s a good idea to use a professional valuer when    
estimating the value of insured assets. And it’s important to 
remember to use the replacement value of assets for          
insurance purposes, rather than the depreciated value of the 
assets.  
 

If you want to review your insurance cover, compare          
insurance quotes or just want some more information,       

contact authorized Marsh Advantage Insurance                    
representative, Ben Edwards on 08 9289 3879 or                 
0417 216 767, or email:                                                                   
Benjamin.Edwards@marshadvantage.com.  
 

Ben Edwards & BPE Insurance Services Pty Ltd are Authorised 
Representatives (AR Number 450114) of Marsh Advantage 
Insurance Pty Ltd | AFS License No. 238369 
 
Disclaimer: The information contained in this article provides only a general 
overview of subjects covered, is not intended to be taken as advice regarding 
any individual situation and should not be relied upon as such. Insureds should 
consult their insurance and legal advisors regarding specific coverage issues. 
All insurance coverage is subject to the terms, conditions, and exclusions of 
the applicable individual policies. LCPA:  16/0137 

Want to know more about Insurance? 
Insurance Information Session coming in March 2017 
Date and location to be confirmed early 2017 
Topics to be discussed: 
 

 What is Workers Compensation insurance and how do we best 
manage claims? 

 Do I have adequate insurance for my farm, for my business and 
for myself? 

 What is underinsurance and the importance of proper asset 
valuation? 

 

Register your interest with Ben or Kathi:  
  Benjamin.edwards@marshadvantage.com or 0417 216 767 
  Kathi.mcdonald@scfarmers.org.au or 0408 418 531 

  Bushfire Fears Highlight Need to Review Insurance  

Our Silver Sponsors: 

 

WOOL AGENCY CO PTY LTD 

Southern TOOL & FASTENER CO. 

mailto:Benjamin.Edwards@marshadvantage.com
mailto:Benjamin.edwards@marshadvantage.com
mailto:Kathi.mcdonald@scfarmers.org.au
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The Board  

The following are members of the Stirlings to Coast Farmers Board. This group 

meet regularly and guide the events and research priorities for the group. They 

appreciate input from the wider membership and can be contacted on the  

numbers listed below : 

 Scott Smith 9847 7043 or 0429 466 037  (Chairperson) 

 Derek Curwen 9854 3012 or 0428 543 012  (Deputy Chairperson) 

 Tracy Bradshaw 9847 7013 or 0499 477 013 

 Ken Drummond 9854 1033 or 0427 541 033  

 Shane Greenslade 9854 2018 or 0428 542 048  (Events East) 

 John Hood 9847 7034 or 0427 960 950  

 John Howard 9854 3004 or 0428 543 004  

 Andrew Slade  9852 4096 or 0433 779 426 (Events West) 

 Tony Slattery 9847 1054 or 0417 050 174  

 Clare Webster 9851 4221 or 0427 471 011 

 Mal Thomson 9854 3038 or 0428 543 038  

 

Office Staff 

 Christine Kershaw - Chief Executive Officer 0429 236 729 

 Heather Adams - Finance Officer 0428 541 051  

 Kathi McDonald - Communications Officer 0408 418 531 

 John Blake - R & D Coordinator 0438 761 950 

 Jake McGuire - Senior Research Agronomist 0437 407 517 

 Victoria Bennett - Livestock Extension Officer 0428 171 285 

 Alaina Smith - Grains R&D 0438 986 404 

Photo Gallery 
On the lighter side... 

a couple of ‘Oops’ photos sent in 

by one of our members 

Snail Roller  

 for Hire! 
The snail roller is available for hire 

to members for use on stored grain 

at a cost of $500/day. If you are    

interested in hiring the roller,  

please get in touch with Jake 

McGuire on 0437 407 517. 


