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Events for your Calendar 
 

Friday 21st December 2012 
 

Weed Samples to DAFWA Albany 
for HR Testing 

 

Thursday 21st February 2013 
 

SCF Management Committee at 
Kamballup Hall 

 
 

Thursday 14th March 2013 
 

Regional Crop Update and SCF 
AGM at Green Range 

Jottings from the Chair  

 
Since the Spring Newsletter, it has been a very hectic 
three months. 
 

It is with regret that we say goodbye to Ben Zalmstra 
who has moved on to greener pastures. For the work 
he has done, in coordinating the field trials and  
organising the spring field day (with the help of 
Heather); from the committee and myself thank you. 
 

The spring field day, held in September, was a huge success with over 85 registered 
people attending, the feedback I have received since has been very positive. If you 
believe there are issues we missed out, or things that were irrelevant please let us 
know, so we can improve for next year, without feedback from our members we don’t 
know if we are going in the direction you might want us to go.   
 

We had two Herbicide Resistance workshops in October, one at Green Range and 
one at Kendenup, to have a closer look at the problems we will be facing and where 
to go from here with resistant ryegrass and radish, it was a real eye opener for those 
who attended, they where both well represented and many thanks to Brent Pritchard 
for the work he put into them. While on the subject of resistance, you all should have 
received a herbicide resistance testing kit in the mail by now, if not give Heather or 
myself a call and we will endeavour to get one to you, I highly urge you to complete 
this and return to the Dept of Ag & Food by the 21st of December, the letter attached 
explains everything you need to do. 
 

With the help of Brent Pritchard and Jeremy Lemon over swathing, a few of you 
helped collect some canola stems so we could get some idea of the blackleg  
scenario we are facing and again, at first glance some of our more popular varieties 
may no longer be suitable for planting next year, more information will be published 
after all the results have been finalised. Don’t ignore these results as it will affect your 
yields next year.    
 

Many thanks to those who convinced CBH Albany to open a CAG1 segregation for 
10 days at the Albany Port. It shows the influence our group can have. 
 

The Crop Update and AGM will be held at Green Range Country Club on Thursday 
14th March, so mark this date down as it is an extremely informative day, also please 
give some thought to going on the committee, as some of our members are thinking 
about standing down, plus we need some new blood with new ideas, it is very  
rewarding. 
 

With harvest in full swing may the rain stay away and I hope we all can finish before 
Christmas. 
 

Have a merry Christmas and a happy and prosperous New Year and may we receive 
a decent spring finish, next year, for once. 
 

Cheers Mal 

 

PS. Keep supporting those who support us 

Summer 2012 
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Research and Development  

Coordinator 

 

Stirlings to Coast Farmers is seeking a motivated and 
enthusiastic person to coordinate research and  
development for the group, starting in February 2013.   
 
This is a part time, well paid position for 10-15 hours 
per week, and applicants with agricultural experience 
or a degree in agriculture or NRM will be  
considered.  Good communication skills, and the abil-
ity to work independently and also as part of a team 
are essential.   
 
Under the guidance of the SCF Management Com-
mittee the successful applicant will be required to 
carry out a range of activities including: 
 
 Prioritise grower research needs and coordinate 

local industry research 
 
 Coordinate and manage SCF trial sites and 

grower demonstration sites 
 
 Assist with the organization of the Spring Field 

Day, Crop Updates and other workshops and 
field days 

 
 Coordination of GRDC and other externally 

funded projects 
 
 
For more information, including a copy of the job  
description and selection criteria, please contact 
Heather Adams heatheradams.ohcg@bigpond.com 
or 98541051. 
 
Applications close Friday 4 January 2013. 
  

Just a Reminder... 
 
Weed samples for this seasons 

herbicide resistance testing 

need to be delivered to the  

Albany office of the Department 

of Agriculture by Friday 21  

December 2012. 

  

 

Thank You To Our  Agency Partners 

A Great Result! 
 

Albany Port was able to receive 
GM Canola for 10 days during  
November.  
  
This was the result of  
discussions between CBH  
and SCF.   
 
Thank you to all concerned for 
making this happen. 

  

mailto:heatheradams.ohcg@bigpond.com
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Herbicide Resistance Results Provide Some Challenges 

              - Jeremy Lemon (DAFWA)  
 

 

Final results from the SCF herbicide resistance testing project were available for two workshops on 16 October 2012 at 
Green Range and Kendenup. These workshops were for grower and corporate members of Stirlings to Coast Farmers. 
The workshops were presented by Brent Pritchard of Farmanco, Mechelle Owen from AHRI and Sally Peltzer and  
Jeremy Lemon of DAFWA and Paul Chatfield from Syngenta. A total of 23 growers and 6 agronomists attended the two 
workshops. Workshops covered an overview of the results, discussion on herbicide and non-herbicide management of 
weeds, strategies for weed control using some specific paddock examples from the survey, impact of control options 
presented using ‘weed seed wizard’, comparison with other areas of WA and a case study of successful management 
of glyphosate resistance. One highlight of the workshops was the case study of an Esperance sandplain property with 
glyphosate resistance that now has ryegrass numbers down to less than 1 or 2 per square metre. 
 
One stand-out point from the survey is that there is no relationship between growers impressions of paddock resistance 
status and test results. You really do need a test to show what remains effective as you work towards incorporating 
more effective IWM strategies in you cropping system. The level of ryegrass resistance to 1 L/ha of glyphosate is a 
great concern with about 30 per cent of paddocks tested having some level of resistant plants. Seven of these  
paddocks which had between 2 and 14 per cent survival were controlled by 2 L/ha but three paddocks had more than 
20 per cent survivors to 2 L/ha. The influence of spraying conditions and plant stress for effective kill was illustrated at 
the workshops. This emphasises the need for robust rates of herbicide, especially under marginal weather and spraying 
conditions. 
 
All SCF members have now received the full individual and anonymous paddock test results. The Boxer Gold results 
are still to come after retesting and also testing seed from a very few plants that survived the herbicide. Summarised 
results are being used to develop published articles for a press release, Southern Ag Region AgMemo article and plans 
for an article in Ground Cover. This publicity will not only make the wider southern agricultural industry aware of rapidly 
developing herbicide resistance but also promote Stirlings to Coast Farmers as an innovative and relevant grower 
group. 
 
The summarised results have been supplied on request to two canola seed companies and two further chemical  
companies. There has been a lot of interest in the results from agronomists, consultants and even radio listeners. Apart 
from some consultancy groups, this is the first time that a grower group has undertaken a coordinated and shared  
testing program. As one member commented, “When you get your (test) results back you feel like slashing your wrists, 
but seeing other people’s results at the same time makes you feel a bit better.” 
 
The challenges now are to supplement these few tests with your own testing and to implement non-herbicide IWM 
strategies to reduce our dependence on herbicides. 
 

 

 
 

Leon and Ray Squibb 

and Chris Kirkwood  

goggle eyed as Brent 

Pritchard points out the 

challenging paddock 

results during a break at 

the Kendenup herbicide 

resistance workshop. 
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CBH Harvest Update (as at 26

th
 November) 

    
Around 50% of the state’s estimated tonnages for the 2012-13 harvest have now been received, despite a 
wet end to the week which considerably slowed deliveries in some areas. The crop estimate remains at  
8.5-9.3 million tonnes for WA. Some sites and segregations are beginning to close in the north and east of 
the state, so growers and transporters are urged to contact the site to confirm services prior to delivery.  
 
 

 
Receivals by Zone to date are as follows (all listed  
as approximates tonnes). 
 

 

 

 
 
 
CBH Grain Canola Market Update   
 
Canola prices have declined in recent weeks by approximately $30 per tonne to current levels of $590 per 
tonne FIS with the market suffering from a lack of fresh fundamental stimulus.  
 
The tightness in United States soybeans has been alleviated by a succession of yield increases from the 
USDA. The latest report released in November, increased yields further from 37.8 to 39.3 bushels per acre, 
equating to an extra 3 million tonne of US soybeans.  
 
A sustained period of dry weather has allowed South American growers to access flooded fields and resume 
planting of 2012-13 season beans in near ideal conditions. The market perceives that there is the real risk 
that farmers have missed the window for planting corn and will switch these acres across to soybeans in 
what is already touted as a record crop. Whether this can be exported smoothly remains to be seen and  
logistical problems may surface early next year in Argentina and Brazil when corn, wheat and soybeans 
compete for access through to port.  
 
Canadian canola price is currently being pressured by diminishing crush margins with local crushers buying 
hand to mouth for December positions. This is further exacerbated by the poor quality of the Canadian crop 
with oil below average at 43.5 per cent (historically 45 per cent). Prices will need to eventually depress to a 
level where Canada is again competitive in the international marketplace.  
 
Globally the balance sheet for canola remains tight but like the oilseeds complex, much will depend on the 
outlook for the world economy. The trade also eagerly anticipates the USDA’s Q4 ending stocks report  
released in January which will provide a more accurate gauge of the US soybean balance. Locally, price in 
Australia will remain under pressure whilst the above scenario continues.  
 
Please note that the Albany Terminal will receive GM Canola from Wednesday 21

st
 November through to 

Friday 30
th
 November. Whilst this was not in our original plans, an opportunity arose that has allowed for this 

service to be provided, albeit for only a short delivery period.  
 
Deferred Cash Contracts 
CBH Grain’s Deferred Cash contract means you can sell your grain when the price is right for you, but defer 
the nomination and therefore the payment until July following harvest. The delivery terms of the contract are 
from 1st July to 5th July 2013 during which time you must nominate your grain to the contract. CBH Grain 
will then pay the contracted price plus any applicable premiums with in 
seven business days from day of nomination. 

 
Nikki Anderton  
Business Relationship Manager – Albany South 
Ph: 9890 2311 or 0429 919 794  
Email: nikki.anderton@cbh.com.au 
 

Geraldton         1, 147,670                  

Kwinana      1, 658,830 

Albany           760,000 

Esperance     1, 135,400 

Total receivals 
for the state 

 4, 701,900 
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FERTlogic 

 

 
Farmers understand the variability in their paddocks as they see it during every  
growing season and harvest. 
 

What is useful is to get a handle on where the variability is consistent and where it might be possible 
to make changes to fertiliser rates for better profit. For example, you may change rates of lime to 
assist with pH, nitrogen in-season or Potash pre or post-seeding. 
 

The aim is to better target fertiliser in paddocks, to apply more where it is needed and less where 
extra nutrients will not improve yield. 
 

I can help you set up your exclusive access to your data so you can look at all your biomass data for 
the last ten years. 
 

Try the first step 
 

As a first step, why not use FERTlogic this year to help you choose your NUlogic soil sampling 
sites? The web-based FERTlogic system uses biomass imagery and other data captured across 
paddocks. 
 

You can now ask for a certain number of sampling points and the system (based on the biomass 
layers and data) will automatically select the sites that are most representative of crop performance 
within each zone. 
 

It’s a great way to start to measure variability and start to investigate if yield constraints may be the  
result of low nutrient supply, shallow soil or other factors 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For further information on FERTlogic, give me a call. 
 
 
Keith Gundill  
South Coast Regional Agronomist 
CSBP Hanrahan Rd Albany 
PO Box 378 Albany 6330 
 
T: 08 9892 2004 | F: 08 98922014 | M: 0429 048 455  
E: Keith.Gundill@csbp.com.au | www.csbp.com.au  

mailto:Keith.Gundill@csbp.com.au
http://www.csbp.com.au/
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The benefits of 

Bass barley have 

been seen in 2012! 
 
 
 
2012 has been a big year for the InterGrain barley breeding 
program with the release of our new malting variety, Bass 
in April. 
 
InterGrain and Syngenta are particularly pleased with Bass’ 
performance so far this year. The variety’s level of  
resistance to powdery mildew and leaf rust has shown to 
be effective, especially in the higher disease pressure  
environments, such as found on the south coast. In Agzone 
3 Bass’ yields based on the long-term NVT MET data have 
shown that Bass is consistently 11% higher yielding than 
Baudin. 
 

Compared to Baudin, Bass has not only improved yield, but 
has better grain plumpness, good test weight and  
maintains Baudin’s excellent sprouting tolerance. Bass  
offers good straw strength and lodging resistance,  
combined with good head retention and we look forward 
to hearing your feedback on how Bass performed in your 
farming system. 
 

InterGrain and  Syngenta would like to thank the Stirlings 
to Coast farmers who have worked with us this year in the 
market development process. The group’s support for Bass 
is of great importance as the tonnes produced will greatly 
assist both the domestic and international market  
development processes. 
 
Bass’ market development is a critical function to ensure 
that when large quantities are produced in 2013 that there 
is adequate end-user demand and segregation available. 
Earlier this year InterGrain provided the group a quantity of 
Bass seed at a reduced price with the intention that  
growers will make every effort to produce saleable  
quantities of malt grade Bass barley to assist with the  
process. Therefore, we really need your support this  
harvest and strongly encourage you to talk with Bass grain 
accumulators regarding pricing and the delivery  
specifications for the CBH Metro Grain Centre (MGC) Malt 
1 and Malt 2 segregations. 
 
CBH Grain Barley Trading Manager Trevor Lucas said, “CBH 
Grain has been involved in the Bass market development 
process from the early stages, 3-4 years ago and has  
continued its international promotion of Bass through the 
supply of commercial quantities of grain, including a 120 
tonne shipment which we recently sent to China for  
commercial malting and brewing tests.”  
 
“These trial shipments are important as we receive  
beneficial industry feedback and look forward to supplying 
greater quantities to our international customers in 2013.” 
 

InterGrain barley breeder Dr Reg Lance is confident that 
Bass will offer similar malting characteristics to the  
international benchmark Baudin. 
 
Reg said, “Bass offers high starch degrading enzyme levels, 
a key demand of the export market. Most overseas  
breweries add starch in their brewing process, so higher 
enzyme levels are required to degrade the starch.  
Australian beers generally rely on sugar to develop the  
carbohydrate content, so less enzymes are required.”  
 
Based on the information to hand we understand that  
deliveries into MGC are progressing well. CBH Grain  
Business Relationship  Manager Kelly Piper says, “We are 
encouraged with the quantity and quality being delivered 
to MGC despite the dry season and the frost.” 
 
InterGrain and Syngenta have close working relationships 
with CBH Group, Viterra and  Barrett-Burston and is  
regularly communicating the forecasted Bass plantings for 
the coming season. However, it is crucial that growers also 
actively communicate their 2013 planting intentions with 
the grain traders and submit their planting estimates to 
CBH in future years as this will greatly assist with  
production and segregation planning for next season.  The  
importance of submitting estimates cannot be emphasised 
enough. 
 

As Bass is a new variety growers should also consider that 
it takes time for end-user international markets to develop. 
The process is underway thanks to the market  
development grower support this season and will continue 
over the next few years. Growers should keep in mind that 
the success or otherwise of the international market  
development campaign over the next couple of years will 
ultimately influence the quantities demanded by export 
malt and export malt barley customers. We encourage you 
to talk with your local grain marketers for regular updates 
over this period. 
 

Lastly, InterGrain and Syngenta would like to take this  
opportunity to wish members and families of the Stirlings 
to Coast Farmers group a very safe and Merry Christmas. 
We really appreciate the groups support this season and 
wish you all the best for harvest and the New Year. 
 

If you have any queries at all regarding Bass or other  

InterGrain wheat and barley varieties then please do not 

hesitate to contact Ash Brooks on 0488 488 904 or 

abrooks@intergrain.com 



 7 

Soil Acidity Testing 2012/13 
Expressions of Interest 

Soil acidity is a major degradation issue and constraint to farming in southwest WA costing $400-$500M per year. With improved 
practices this constraint can be managed. This project will work with WA farmers to increase the awareness of topsoil and sub-

surface soil acidity, demonstrate best management practices and assist you in  
developing soil acidity management plans. 

 

This project will pay for subsurface sampling and analysis when you pay for the topsoil sampling and analysis 
 

If you would like to take part in the project please fill in the form below and fax back to (08) 92775379 
 

Name: __________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Trading Name: ___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: ________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Email: __________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone: _________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Estimated number of samples:   Topsoil (0 - 10cm)..............  Midsoil (10 - 20cm)..............  Subsoil (20 - 30cm).............. 
 

Note: There is no limit to he number of samples you can take (the project will pay for a maximum of 30 midsoil and 30 subsoil 
samples) 
 

I, the landholder, agree to pay for topsoil sampling and analysis with Precision SoilTech under this agreement at a minimum 
cost of $25.00 per sample, plus the appropriate cost for specific analysis report. 
 
Please sign here if you agree ________________________________________________ 
 

For more information contact 
David York - Precision SoilTech, Manager, phone: (08) 9277 5529, mobile: 0419917742, email: david@precisionsoiltech.com.au 
Penni Hewett - Land Program Leader, South Coast NRM phone: (08) 9845 8507, mobile: 0429 831130, email:  
pennih@southcoastnrm.com.au 
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Stress the silent killer!                Grant Westthorp                                                                                    

Senior Community Educator – Men’s Resource Centre 08 98414777 

The body doesn’t distinguish between physical and psychological threats. When you’re stressed over a busy 
schedule, an argument with a friend, a traffic jam, or a mountain of bills, your body reacts just as strongly as if 
you were facing a life-or-death situation. If you have a lot of responsibilities and worries, your emergency stress 
response may be “on” most of the time. The more your body’s stress system is activated, the easier it is to trip 
and the harder it is to shut off. Long-term exposure to stress can lead to serious health problems. Chronic stress 
disrupts nearly every system in your body. It can raise blood pressure, suppress the immune system, increase 
the risk of heart attack and stroke, contribute to infertility, and speed up the aging process. Long-term stress can 
even rewire the brain, leaving you more vulnerable to anxiety and depression. 
 

Stress Buster Routine 
1. Place your hand on your belly button, inhale through your nose to the count of 6 feeling the  
         expansion through your hand.  
1. Exhale through your mouth to the count of 10 and really blow the air out to remove carbon dioxide 

out of your body, your belly should deflate. 
2. Repeat for 12 breaths. 

Taking the stress out of your life will give you more energy and more happiness. 

Harvester’s Lunch Box     Emily Eaton Dietician- Amity Health 08 98422797 
Plan your food intake before you jump into the cab, food should be nutritious, tasty and healthy. 

BREAD - multigrain, wholemeal, high fibre white, rye, fruit, or pumpkin bread. Use avocado as a spread or 
tasty chutney. Pasta/rice/cous cous/noodles/polenta are also great alternative high-carbohydrate 
choices. 

FRUIT - fresh seasonal, canned or dried. Transfer canned fruit into a small container, or buy individual tubs. 
Use snap-lock plastic bags for a mix of dried fruit. Try dried cranberries, dried blueberries and dried  

 papaya for a more exotic touch. 
PROTEIN - dairy / fish / nuts / eggs / lean meat. Try freezing your favorite yoghurts or add a small carton of 

frozen milk. Hard boiled eggs, canned tuna, sardines or salmon are easy in sandwiches/salads. Cottage, 
Ricotta, light Philadelphia cheese – use in sandwiches or as a dip with raw veggies. Add some dry roasted 
walnuts or almonds to a salad or enjoy as a snack. 

WATER - being well hydrated will help driver concentration. Add some fresh slices of lemon to water bottles 
for flavor. 

       SNACKS - let your appetite determine the number/size of snacks between meals. Cold, cooked corn on the     
    cob. Homemade slice, pikelets, pancakes or savoury muffins (try cheese, capsicum & olives). Mix pop
    corn with dried fruit for a high-energy snack . High-fibre muesli bar. Homemade pizza using English  
    muffins or pita bread. Cut up vegetables with pita crisps and hummus or dip, peanut butter or cream 
    cheese. Rice cakes and crackers, dry chunky cereal like fruity bix. Small tin of baked beans or spaghetti 
   (reduced salt). 
 
 

Farmers Brief Summer 2012 
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Thank you also to 

our Tier 2 Sponsors 

The Management Committee  

The following are members of the Stirlings to Coast Farmers  

Management Committee.  This group meet regularly and guide the 

events and research priorities for the group.  They appreciate input 

from the wider membership and can be contacted on the numbers 

listed below : 

 Mal Thomson 98543038 or 0428 543038 (Chairperson) 

 Mark Adams 98541051 or 0428 910853 

 Luke Bennett 98543114 or 0409 209423 

 Derek Curwen 98543012 or 0428 543012 

 Ken Drummond 98541033 or 0427 541033 

 Shane Greenslade 98542018 or 0428 542048 

 Steve Hall 98472001 or 0428 472001 

 John Hood 98477034 or 0427 960950 

 Chris Kirkwood 98514205 or 0427 514205 

 Greg Mengler 98517212 or 0428 910914 

 Scott Smith 98477043 or 0429 466037 

 Darren Hunt 0408 939141 

 Jeremy Lemon - Senior Development Officer DAFWA  98928413 

 Brent Pritchard - Agronomist Farmanco 0488 428333  

Photos from the Stirlings to Coast Farmers Spring Field Day  

held on 20th September 2012 


