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Events for your Calendar 
 

Thursday 20th September 
 

Stirlings to Coast Farmers  
Spring Field Day 

 

25th - 26th September 
 

GIWA Barley Council Field Walk and 
Meeting at Kendenup 

 
Tuesday 25th September 

 

Commodity Pricing & Risk  
Management Discussion - Rabobank 

at Green Range 
 

Tuesday 16th October 
 

Herbicide Resistance Workshop 
 

Thursday 18th October 
 

SCF Management Committee at 
Kamballup Hall 

 

Jottings from the Chair  

 
Here I am again, seems like such a long time 
since the last newsletter.  
 
Our new Research & Development Officer, Ben 
Zalmstra, has settled in well, having organised 
various trials on properties throughout the area, 
as well as co-ordinating the Crop Establishment Field Walk, he is currently in 
the process of finalising the Spring Field Day, to be held on the 20

th
 Septem-

ber. I hope to see as many of you there as possible, it will be a very informa-
tive day, and possibly the last chance to have a chat and a beer before the 
busy end of the year. 
 
It seems to have been quite busy since our last Newsletter, first with the 
Crop Establishment field walk, with special guest Bill Crabtree (no till Bill). 
This attracted 35 people on a perfect spraying day, so may have kept a few 
farmers away, but those who did come, I know, got something out of the day. 
The Grain and Graze field walk, held on the 13

th
 of August, at Mark and 

Heather Adams’s was apparently well attended, so I was told, as I was  
unable to attend.   
The 23

rd
 of August was the Grain Handling workshop which over 40 people 

attended. Many thanks to farmers whose farms we visited, Michael Swain for 
bring his grain cleaner out and to Ken Drummond for driving the bus. 
 
CBH and SCF will again be having segregation at Kojaneerup Bin this  
harvest, so keep checking your emails for further information on this. 
 
 It is with much pleasure I announce Pacific Seeds as a new tier 2 sponsor.  
If anyone out there knows of any companies that are interested in being  
sponsors, please let us know, so we can approach them.  Please keep  
supporting those businesses that support us. 
 
For those who need more rain, I hope it comes, for those who don’t want any 
more, I hope it dries out and for those who are sitting pretty, you lucky  
bastards. May the prices and the yields keep heading up and harvest stay 
dry. 

 
Cheers Mal  
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Introducing  

Jeremy Lemon... 

 

I have been working in some sort of agricultural  
related activities since my teens, coming from a 
rural area in South  
Australia. WA looked like a promising place to work in the late 70s so I 
arrived like a backpacker 35 years ago. I am now West Australian with 
true WA wife Aileen and three adult children. 
 
Starting work in Narrogin with the Department of Agriculture was an  
adventure with a lot to learn. Early tasks were with the soil and water  
conservation section under the guidance of Tim Negus and a team of  
experienced soil staff. We were responsible for shires between  
Boddington to West Arthur, out to Kondinin and Lake Grace. I spent many 
months staying in pubs, quarters and sheds working in the eastern new 
land areas on development plans for bush blocks, farm plans on older 
blocks, dam siting, catchment design, contour and waterway design. At 
the same time my agronomic knowledge increased as growers sought 
advice on crop and pasture varieties, fertiliser rates and weed and insect 
control. Treflan was new and DDT was reliable. 
 
Working with the Ag Department was good as we were by far the major 
source of farming information with a solid research base and a wide  
network of advisers working with growers on their farms. There was plenty 
of opportunity for training and discussion on a wide range of subjects from 
salt land to livestock, economics to entomology. 
 
From Narrogin I moved to Esperance in the mid 80s to experience another 
part of the state and the development cycle. This too was an exciting 
place with large farms and astute farmers, many my age, all with a desire 
to make farming systems productive with new methods. During this time 
there were huge developments in pulses, canola, grass herbicides, no-till 
farming as well as new pasture varieties. While in Esperance I managed 
the local DAFWA office for a period but returned to more applied work with 
a funded project to link Esperance mallee farmers with interstate mallee 
grower groups and research. Other funded projects have been tramline 
farming, nitrogen management for wheat protein, south coast sandplain 
soils management, water use efficiency through soil management and 
precision agriculture. 
 
I have always worked with farmer groups to explore new ideas to meet 

production challenges and help connect growers, researchers and       

advisers with each other and with good information. Coming to Albany in 

2008 enables me to work in another part of the state with yet more      

growers. I am keen to help Stirlings to Coast Farmers achieve their aims 

as it ensures DAFWA’s and other work is relevant to growers and has 

more rapid application. 

Trial Update    

 

- Ben Zalmstra  
 

(Research &  

Development  

Coordinator) 

 

All the trials have 

been progressing well since the 

last newsletter.  

 

The Canola Nitrogen Timing trials 

on Derek Curwen's property have 

all had their final applications of 

nitrogen and  

sulphur in August and have been 

prepared for the up coming field 

day. Seeing some really good  

results on these trials which will 

bring up some good discussion 

points on when to apply your N to 

maximise profitability.  

 

The barley variety trials have all 

been progressing well too. I have 

inspected the plots in Kendenup 

and South Stirlings and they are 

showing the strengths and  

weaknesses of the various  

varieties with their different growth 

habits and nutritional requirements. 

We have left areas on these plots 

without fungicide applications to 

identify disease issues between 

the varieties also.  

 

Now it is all steam ahead now for 

the Spring field day which will 

bring together a range of trials in 

the area which will hopefully give 

you more guidance on varieties, 

nutrient and herbicides. 

 

 

Thank You To Our  Agency Partners 
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Season, Soil Water and Profit - Welcome Rains Add Soil Water   

       - Jeremy Lemon (DAFWA) & Michael Durant (Landmark Albany) 

 

 

Since the last direct email at the end of August there have been varying amounts of rain which has recharged soil water 
and added confidence to the cropping outlook. Table 1 summarises the sites with the current yield range estimated  
between 20 and 80 percent probability, plant available water holding capacity of the soils and mm of plant available  
water on 6 September. 
 
The estimated amount of soil water at  6 September is the mm of water in the PAW 6 September column. Frankland 
sites are now very wet, with slight water logging (see % full column). Tenterden and Woogenellup have about 70 per 
cent of their plant available water capacity filled and South Stirling only 40 to 50 per cent. 
 
This means that South Stirling is very dependent on regular spring rainfall to achieve good yields. This is because of the 

low current water status and low PAWC of the blue gums site. While the 80 per cent yield values are reasonable at 4.2 

and 5.5 t/ha, there is still a 20 per cent chance of going less than these. 

 
Table 1: Stirlings to Coast Farmers Yield Prophet sites and summaries for 6 September  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

   

Location Grower Paddock/Site 
Current 20-80 

yield range 
PAWC PAW 6 Sep % full 

E Tenterden Mengler pdk 1 loam 4.8-4.9 107 103 96 

E Tenterden Mengler pdk 1 sand 4.6-4.8 74 52 70 

South Stirling Thomson supershed 5.5-6.3 85 35 41 

South Stirling Thomson blue gums 4.2-4.2 47 24 51 

Woogenellup Adams 400 acre 6.0-8.5 82 57 70 

SW Frankland Beasley Blair Athol 4.7-4.8 135 156 116 

E Frankland Hilder windrow loam 4.0-4.1 168 198 118 

E Frankland Hilder windrow sand 4.0-4.1 91 105 115 

Installing the South        
Stirlings soil water 
probe, early June 

 
Two sites, South Stirling and Tenterden have soil water probes installed by 
Landmark as part of their support for Stirlings to Coast. These show real time 
soil water status through time and by depth.  
Sensors measure soil water and rainfall every 15 minutes which is relayed to 
a central location and displayed on a website. Figure 1 (over the page) shows 
the traces for each depth at Tenterden. The water values are not calibrated to 
plant available water at this stage but do show responses to rainfall events 
and subsequent drying by drainage, evaporation and transpiration. By looking 
at each depth separately, you can see the day on which plant roots started 
drawing water from that depth. Rainfall doesn’t add up to the increase in soil 
water as surface layers are not monitored, the probes are set below working 
depth. About 15 mm of rain can be stored in the top 20 cm of dry sandy soil 
before the first probe monitoring layer. 
 
The dates at which roots took water from each depth are 20 cm – pre 1 July; 
30 cm – 4 July; 60 cm – 6 August; 70 cm – 10 August. Similar patterns for 
roots depth dates can be seen at South Stirling. How deep will the roots go? 
The 100, 120 and 130 cm layers haven’t changed yet and are currently wet. 
The 20 and 30 cm layers are sandy and drier than the 60 cm and deeper  
layers which are clay and hold more water. The next part of the project is 
convert this mass of data into better farm  
management decisions. 

http://61.9.245.98:8888/users/stirlings/
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Season, Soil Water and Profit - Welcome Rains Add Soil Water        continued...

        - Jeremy Lemon (DAFWA) & Michael Durant (Landmark Albany) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The next part of the season is all important. What are the probabilities of rain to come? The general BoM outlook is for a 
65 to 75 per cent chance of exceeding median rainfall in the SCF area for the period 1 September to 30 November. The 
DAFWA Statistical Seasonal Forecast (SSF) shows a 60-80 per cent chance of exceeding median rainfall in September 
and only a 20-30 percent chance in October. These forecasts have about 60-65 per cent consistency, only average by 
forecasting standards. 

Figure 2: DAFWA SSF maps for September and October 2012. 

   

 

Figure 1:  
Tenterden soil 
water monitoring 
site. Soil water by 
layers (upper 
graph) and total 
soil water with 
daily rainfall 
(lower graph). 
The date  
format is m/dd/yy 

http://www.bom.gov.au/climate/ahead/rain_ahead.shtml?link=1
http://www.agric.wa.gov.au/PC_94509.html?s=1250066977
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   - Sam Taylor  (agVivo) 
 
 
Grazing in cereals can generally commence once 
plants are not pulled from the soil, and stock should 
be removed once the crop has reached the Z30/31 
stage.  
 
A larger mob of 434 ewes and 587 lambs was put into 
a 45ha canola paddock on the 27th of July. These stock 
stayed in the paddock for 10 days, which equates to a 
30 DSE stocking rate. The canola was growing at 
around 100kg of Dry Matter per hectare per day, 
which is usual for canola as it moves through the  
cabbage stage towards bolting. In a larger paddock, 
stock monitoring is important as they can tend to 
overgraze areas of the paddock and may need to be 
shifted within the paddock to ensure even grazing. 
This was evident in the northern section of the canola 
paddock. Canola can be grazed when plants are well 
established and will not pulled from the soil, usually 
around the 4-6 leaf stage. Remove stock once the 1st 
flower buds are visible. Stock put into canola  
paddocks with high levels of dry matter will tend to 
waste more feed through trampling than they  
consume.  
 
While the total grazing period for these crops was 
only short and the benefit may seem marginal, when 
implemented with a systematic approach across a 
larger area of the cropping program, stocking rates 
could be reduced by increased the total grazing  
period. This would then allow a section of pasture to 
have up to a longer period of non-grazing (rest) which 
will build the feed wedge for when stock comes out of 
cropping paddocks.  
 
The grazed and un-grazed areas of both paddocks will 
be taken through to grain yield to determine the  
impact of grazing in these scenarios. Look out for  
results in future newsletters. 
 
The results from a Grain and Graze demonstration 
site can be seen on the following page. 

 

 Grain and Graze    

         

 

 

Grazing crops is not a new concept, but many farmers 
do not have the confidence to put stock on a grain 
crop (especially at current prices) or they are not  
familiar with the recommended best practices for 
introducing stock to a crop, how hard to graze the 
crops, or at what stage to take the stock out of the 
crop.  
 
During 2012, 2 grain and graze demonstration sites 
were established within the Stirling’s to Coast group 
area on Mark and Heather Adams property. Both  
canola and barley crops were grazed in late July 
through to early August, at various carrying capacities. 
The amount of dry matter present was measured  
before and after stock were introduced, as well as the 
amount of total grazing days. One important finding 
from these demonstrations is that is very important 
to have a good handle on estimating the amount of 
dry matter present before stock are introduced,  
otherwise you may overgraze the crop, or not gain 
the expected amount of grazing days from the crop. 
Whenever grazing cropping paddocks, consider the 
with-holding periods for any chemical applications 
that have been made as seed treatments, pre or post 
emergent herbicide or insecticide applications.  
 
The 40ha barley paddock was grazed by 265 ewes and 
389 lambs for a period of 15 days, although the stock 
only had access to 30 ha for the last 3 days. The  
barley was growing at approximately 17 kg/ha of Dry 
Matter per day, and the stocking rate was determined 
to be 27 DSE/ha or 265 grazing days per hectare. 
Plant density was not affected by the grazing of the 
barley, even though the paddock was very tightly 
grazed as  
observed by field day attendees on August 13th.  
 
Grazing in cereals can generally commence once 
plants are not pulled from the soil, and stock should 
be removed once the crop has reached the Z30/31 
stage.  
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Commodity Pricing & Risk Management Discussion 

Presented by Andrew Tasker 

Rabobank’s Global Financial Management Representative – WA 

 
Date: Tuesday 25 September 2012 

Time: 3.00pm – 5.00pm 

Venue: Green Range Country Club 
South Coast Hwy 
Green Range 

RSVP: Thursday 20 September 2012 

Jenna Lester 

08 9844 5600 

Jenna.Lester@rabobank.com 

Topic for discussion will include; 
 

 Grain market update 

 How is this market working at the moment 

 Basis/futures/swaps 

 The market is volatile but will these prices hang 

around for 2013                

--------------------------------------------------- 

Andrew Tasker  

Rabobank Global Financial Management Representative 

– WA 

Andrew comes to the bank with extensive experience in 
derivatives and risk management products.  Most recently 
at NAB Agri-Treasury in WA, Andrew assisted clients in 
managing interest rates, foreign exchange and commodity 
risk.  Prior to this Andrew was a partner in ProFarmer  
Australia where he worked with clients ranging from  
producers to consumers; helping manage their commodity 
price, supply and foreign exchange risk.  

mailto:Jenna.Lester@rabobank.com
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Stirlings to Coast Farmers 

Spring Field Day 

 

 

Thursday 20th September 2012 
 

Bus pickup at South Stirlings at 7.00 am  
Bus pickup at Kamballup at 7.20 am 

 
 Meeting at Chris Kirkwood’s Kendenup at 8.00 am for the day’s tour  

(Contact Heather for directions to Kirkwood’s if you need them). 
 

Bus drop off back to Kamballup and Kendenup at the end of the day. 
  
 

Site visits in South Stirlings, Woogenellup and Kendenup  
including: 

Yield Prophet Sites 
Malt Barley Variety Trials 

NVT Canola Trials 
Canola Blackleg information 

Grain and Graze Barley and Canola Sites 
Men's Health Session 

 Wheat Sprouting Presentation 
 NVT Cereal Trials 

 Long Term Copper Trials 
 Canola Nitrogen Timing Trials 

 Canola Nutrient Omission Trials 
 

  

Transport, food and drinks provided for the day. 
No cost to Stirlings to Coast Farmer Group members. 

$55.00 (incl GST) for non-members 
 
 
  

Please contact Heather Adams 98541051 or 0428 541051 (text only)  
or heatheradams.ohcg@bigpond.com to indicate attendance for transport  

and catering purposes, and for more information 

mailto:heatheradams.ohcg@bigpond.com
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INCOME SUPPORT PAYMENTS FOR FARMERS 
 

The Australian Government Exceptional   
Circumstances/Farm Family Support Scheme has been  
replaced by the “Transitional Farm Family Payment “ which 
no longer requires the family to live in a declared area. 
Income support is limited to 12 months and Asset and  
Income Tests apply, including a requirement that a family’s 
total net assets must be below $1.5 million. Those farming 
families currently experiencing low income may wish to 
consider their eligibility for this income support. 
 
 
TAX CONCESSIONS FOR RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENT 
 

Generous tax concession including the opportunity to 
“cash out” tax losses are available for eligible research and 
development activities register with “Innovation Australia”. 
A small but growing number of WA farming businesses 
have registered projects and commenced their R & D  
activities. 
 
 
CONSERVATION TILLAGE REFUNDABLE TAX OFFSET 
 

A refundable Tax offset currently applies to the acquisition 
of new eligible no till seeding plant purchased and installed 
ready for use after the 01/07/2012 
 

 Eligible claim years will cover the financial years 
2012/13, 2013/14 and 2014/15 

 

 The machines must be new and acquired by 
primary producers only 

 

 An eligible machine comprises a tined bar fitted 
with minimum tillage points, a disc opening bar , 
or a combination of both and air cart unit 

 

 The offset is available for the bar and air cart 
unit as two components combined , for a unit 
that has  the air cart incorporated onto the bar , 
or  as  recently  announced   the  bar  unit           
independent from the air cart , however a new 
air cart to be hitched to an existing bar is        
ineligible 

 

 The refundable offset is calculated as 15% of 
the cost price of the eligible unit and the credit 
offset  is  applied  to  either  reduce  the              
participants taxation liability or as a tax refund . 
So could be considered as a rebate on the    
purchase price of 15% 

 

 The offset is in addition to the depreciation 
claim and is not taxable on receipt 

 

 There are no thresholds on the cost of the    
eligible machines 

 

  To be eligible the claimants must participate in 
research by completing a conservation tillage 
survey relating to farming practices and climate 
change in the same year as the acquisition. The           
participant  will  then  receive  a  research          
participant certificate from The Department of 
Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry (DAFF). On 
receipt of the certificate the participant is then 
eligible to apply for the offset 

 

  Participants  may  agree  to  be  approached    
regarding additional research activities under 
the Carbon Farming Futures Program, however 
participation in such this is not a condition of 
receiving the offset 

 

 If you would like further information please 
contact Pascoe Partners 08 9831 2000 or check 
out our website link     http://
www.pascoepartners.com.au/resources/
internet_links 

http://www.pascoepartners.com.au/resources/internet_links
http://www.pascoepartners.com.au/resources/internet_links
http://www.pascoepartners.com.au/resources/internet_links
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DuPont Pioneer is excited to be able to provide Stirlings 
to Coast farmers with 45Y86 (CL), a new Clearfield hybrid 
and 43Y23, a new RR hybrid for the 2013 growing season. 
  
“Pioneer® hybrid 45Y86 (CL) has shown outstanding yield 
consistency and high oil across extensive testing over four 
years. It will replace the industry benchmark, 46Y83 (CL) 
with 45Y86 (CL) being in a different resistance group to 
rotate for blackleg risk management and showing im-
proved performance if conditions become tough,” said 
Kevin Morthorpe, Pioneer’s business lead for canola. 
 
He said the improved standability of 45Y86 (CL) was also 
complementary to its high yield potential in high rainfall  
environments with the release targeting Agzones 2, 3 and 6 
in Western Australia. 
 
Pioneer has completed extensive plot and broadacre trials 
with Pioneer® hybrid 43Y23 (RR) hybrid throughout  
Western Australia and has had excellent yield results in 
both high and low rainfall areas. 
 
The key strengths of 43Y23 (RR) are its superior yield for 
maturity and being the only hybrid in the newly identified 
Group F resistance group for blackleg. Combining these 
features makes 43Y23 (RR) an ideal planting partner in  
canola rotations in most Agzones of Western Australia. 
  
43Y23 (RR) is a flexible canola that makes the most of all 
seasons. It has excellent early vigour, shorter plant stature  
compared to other hybrids and is a great option for direct 
heading as it has improved shatter tolerance. 
 
Due to strong demand from growers who saw 43Y23 (RR) 
in 2011 trials, Pioneer had a limited release in 2012. 
 
The crops of 43Y23 (RR) this year are looking fantastic, 
showing excellent early vigour and following recent rains 
we are expecting similar yield results as last year, which 
were as high as 3.1 tonnes per hectare. 
 
 

 

 

 
Mr Morthorpe said Pioneer’s canola researchers are  
committed to accelerate yield gains and expand choices for 
Australian growers to maintain competitiveness in global 
markets. Access to new hybrids that are genetically  
different and genetically better is the key. 
 
Pioneer has an excellent reputation of producing high  
quality seed and plans are in place for good supply of the 
new hybrids in 2013. 
 

For any more information please call: 

 Jolene Hodges on 0457 895 829 or   

Karryn Dorrell on 0407086949 

DuPont Pioneer releases two new  

canola hybrids for 2013 
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Thank you also to 

our Tier 2 Sponsors 

The Management Committee  

The following are members of the Stirlings to Coast Farmers  

Management Committee.  This group meet regularly and guide the 

events and research priorities for the group.  They appreciate input 

from the wider membership and can be contacted on the numbers 

listed below : 

 Mal Thomson 98543038 or 0428 543038 (Chairperson) 

 Mark Adams 98541051 or 0428 910853 

 Luke Bennett 98543114 or 0409 209423 

 Derek Curwen 98543012 or 0428 543012 

 Ken Drummond 98541033 or 0427 541033 

 Shane Greenslade 98542018 or 0428 542048 

 Steve Hall 98472001 or 0428 472001 

 John Hood 98477034 or 0427 960950 

 Chris Kirkwood 98514205 or 0427 514205 

 Greg Mengler 98517212 or 0428 910914 

 Scott Smith 98477043 or 0429 466037 

 Jeremy Lemon - Senior Development Officer DAFWA  98928413 

 Brent Pritchard - Agronomist Farmanco 0488 428333  

Photos from the Grain Handling Equipment 

Workshop held on 23rd August 2012 


