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Winter 2018 

Jottings from the Chair 
Hello all,  

What an eventful three months we have had 

since the last SCF newsletter in March!  

Wind, lack of rain, fire, wind, lack of rain, more 

wind and still a lack of rain as I write this piece 

has caused much stress to many farming  

businesses in the SCF area. In my experience, 

this is the worst start seen in 35 years of  

farming! It doesn’t help that the live export  

debate has reared up again to threaten the 

sheep industry and destabilise prices. 

We are in for a tough season, but let’s not forget,  there is a lot more time yet for 

positive things to happen in 2018 yet! I truly believe that we must remain positive 

to get the most out of this season.  

On a positive note, it has been great to see how the community has pulled together 

to help our neighbours and peers. The offers for feed, were particularly appreciated 

from those that needed it most after the fire and wind erosion events. 

It was great to see the Boxwood Hills Combined Sporting Club organise a busy bee 

to help the Hood family replace some fencing. I also heard the Green Range  

Country Club did a roaring trade that night as the guys let their hair down after a 

hard day’s work. 

Thankyou also to Christine and her team at SCF for organising some help cleaning 

houses, mulching trees and trucks for carting waste. Although, only small things on 

the scale of damage that has occurred, it was much appreciated by all involved and 

provided a lift in morale. Sometimes it’s enough to know that people care. It was 

also lovely to receive care packs from the Great Southern Grammar School. 

The fire that went through on the 24th of May was devastating and scary. A review 

process will go ahead in due course. I would like to say on behalf of everybody how 

thankful I am that nobody was hurt or worse. Thankyou to all volunteer firefighters 

and crews that spent many days and nights controlling, patrolling or mopping up 

after the fire. A special thankyou to Mick Moir (CFO) for his professional approach 

both during and after the fire event. The community is very lucky to have people of 

Mick’s calibre filling these roles.  

 

Continued on page 2... 

SCF Events For Your Calendar 

 

Date TBC  Paperless Office Workshop 
Kathi McDonald 0408 418 531 

 

August 11 SCF Annual General Meeting 
Karribank Country Retreat 

Christine Kershaw 0429 236 729 

 

September 20 SCF Spring Field Day 

Nathan Dovey 0429 468 030 
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 CEO Update 

Welcome to the SCF Winter  
newsletter.  

These last few weeks have been a 
reminder about how quickly things 
can change. Recent fire and storm 
events and a late start to the season 
bring home to all of us how quickly 
things outside of our control can  
impact on even the best farming  
businesses and test farming  
communities. A lot of cliché’s come 
to mind – character building, always 

someone worse off, that’s farming etc. etc. but the  
experiences of what some of our members have gone 
through in recent weeks have got to be among the hardest 
things you would have to go through as a farmer and our 
thoughts are with you.  

The silver lining is seeing how resilient members have been 
in responding to these events as a community and knowing it 
is not too late for this season to turn around into a  
reasonable year for many. On behalf of all of us at SCF I also 
would like to acknowledge the bravery and capability of local 
fire crews (mostly farmers) and Fire Control Officer, Mick 
Moir and Penny Moir in particular, for co-ordinating the local 
fire response efforts and doing such a great job of it.  

At SCF, we have continued to work hard and are constantly 
thinking about ways that we can help you to put more  
money in your pockets and remain competitive into the  
future. We are always looking for new ideas, new trial sites 
and new members. So why not step up and put yourself  
forward to join one of our committees or board at the  
upcoming AGM on 11 August? SCF is only as strong as its 
members, so please consider becoming more actively  
involved.   

As you read on, you will see that SCF have been successful in 
winning three new GRDC-funded projects for legumes, deep 
ripping and snails. One of my least favourite things in this job 
is waiting for news on funding submissions. It’s like watching 
paint dry and so it is that we are still waiting to hear about 
other project proposals relating to cross-farm wifii systems, 
livestock GPS collar trials, barley colour, technology projects 
and new field trials with the National Landcare Program 
(NLP2), MLA and COGGO. Keep an eye on our website or  
Facebook page for announcements in the coming weeks.  

On the market development side, SCF has made some  
progress on the noodle wheat project in collaboration with 
Intergrain and GIWA. We expect to be hosting Japanese  
customers in late August and there is an opportunity for SCF 
members to go to Japan to visit customers if you wish in Jan 
2019. A project report and seasonal update will be coming 
your way once the trials are more advanced. All of our trial 
results will be presented at the 2018 SCF Spring Field Day on 
20 September, so please put that date in your diaries. We are 
also of course, continuing our work on the co-operatives  
project. With the live export trade looking so uncertain for 
WA, this project has taken on even more importance for our 
members. 

Now sit back and hopefully enjoy the read. If you have any 
questions or want to provide some feedback, please contact 
Derek or myself or talk to one of our staff or board members.  

Christine  
Mobile: 0429 236 729 Email: ceo@scfarmers.org.au 

At a farm level right now, all of us are trying to control the controllables and managing the risk for the things we cannot control. 

The “Late break” work-shop put on by SCF recently was especially useful in talking about some of our options for re-sowing 

crops and feeding livestock. Andrew Richie (livestock consultant) made many good points, but the one that stood out to me was 

“to think about where we want to be in April 2019”. My interpretation was that we need to minimise the effects of this poor 

season going forward, and management decisions being made now need to consider the longer-term effects on the farm  

business as well as short term. I’d suggest talking to your agronomists, consultants and advisors as much as possible. Having 

support from people that know you and your business is invaluable. Thank you to all the guest speakers and the SCF team for 

putting the event on at short notice I response to members requests.  

As I sign off for another newsletter, please check in on your mates and see how they are going. Country men, particularly, are 

not good at seeking help, but if you actively ask about your friend’s well-being, you never know what might come out.  

My final message is to remain as positive as you possibly can. The rest of the season is not set in stone and nobody knows what 

is going to happen. As we saw at the Late Break workshop, profitable crop yields can still be achieved whilst livestock and wool 

prices are still very good.  

Best of luck to everybody for the rest of 2018.  

Cheers, Derek 

 Jottings from the Chair continued... 

mailto:ceo@scfarmers.org.au
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R&D Update—trials summary for June 2018 
 

Nathan Dovey  

Hi all,  

The SCF R & D team have been busy seeding and ripping trial sites since March. Many of our trial sites have been sown dry and 
not all of them have germinated yet due to the exceptionally dry start to the season that we are all experiencing. SCF rely on 
mother nature, like our members, but we did have one exception during seeding 2018.  

Mackie’s dual-purpose long season wheat plot trials 

We were able to irrigate the first time of sowing for the long-season dual-purpose wheats plot trial being hosted by Iain  
Mackie at Kendenup. The gravel soil was still a little non-wetting, see picture below, but we managed to get the wheat out of 
the ground with very little help from the sky.  

Please note this was only possible because we were watering an area of 72m by 20m which equals 0.144Ha. Therefore, it took 
14,400 Litres of water on the trial area to give the equivalent of a 10ml rainfall event! Thankyou to Tristan Wilson-Kerrigan 
from Advanta seeds for providing some help and expertise to irrigate this trial.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1: Shows the drip lines that SCF used to deliver the equivalent of 10ml of rainfall directly onto the furrow.  

 

Table 1: Summary of the 2018 long-season dual purpose wheat trial sites. 

 

Farmer host: Sowing date: Location: Conditions: 

Iain Mackie- Plots TOS 1 13th April Kendenup Dry at sowing but irrigated equivalent to 10ml of  
rainfall. Wheat was tillering on the 11th June. 

Iain Mackie- Plots TOS 2 24th May Kendenup Dry at sowing. Wheat about 20% emerged. 

Broad-scale trial sites       

Brad & Steve Lynch 27th April Perillup Seeded into limited moisture but most (70%) of the 
trial has emerged. Soil was moist on the 12th June. 

Hood Family 4th May Kojaneerup Dry at sowing, wind erosion, poor emergence 

Slade Family 9th May Kendenup Dry at sowing, 20ml of rainfall since but only max of 
6ml in one event. 10% emerged. 

Curwen Family 12th April South Stirlings Enough moisture to germinate. Tillering now and ready 
for grazing treatments. 
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R&D Update—trials summary for 2018 continued... 

Nathan Dovey  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2: DS Pascal wheat sown at Curwen’s, South Stirlings, on the 12th April 2018. SCF are about to graze half of the  
paddock with pregnant ewes as part of the MLA Producer Demonstration Site project. 

 

The paddock above is split evenly between DS Pascal and Longsword to make comparisons between the two varieties  
suitability to grazing on the south coast. The trial/demonstration will have four basic treatments:  

Longsword- Ungrazed  
Longsword- Grazed  
DS Pascal- Ungrazed  
DS Pascal Grazed  

The paddock also contains a farmer-scale strip trial with four varieties that will not be grazed in 2018. The varieties include  
DS Pascal, Longsword, ADV11.9419 and ADV08.0008 (New winter lines from DowAgrosciences).  

 

Noodle wheat project  

We always planned to sow our noodle wheat trials later in the seeding program, usually late May to early June. The dry sea-
son has meant that only two of the three broad-scale trials have been seeded so far, with Jon Beasley sowing his trial on the 
4th of June and Anthony Hall on the 11th June.  

In 2018 SCF has access to more IGW-8048 seed so that we can evaluate its performance in the broad-scale trials as well as 
the trial plots. The data from the 2017 SCF trial plots indicate this variety has great potential for our area. Additionally, Jon 
Beasley will be conducting a bulk up of IGW-8048 in 2018 for which seed will be made available to SCF growers in 2019 as a 
priority. If you would like to pre-order some of this seed, please get in contact with Nathan or Jon directly. 

Recently, SCF has met with project partners Intergrain to discuss marketing strategies for noodle wheats in the HRZ. They 
agree that there is no evidence to suggest that noodle wheat grown in the HRZ is of poorer quality than noodle wheat grown 
in the true wheatbelt. The challenge is to find a way to convince overseas markets that this is true.  

This year, the noodle plot trials will again look at time of harvesting and the potential effect on grain quality. We want to 
know what the best strategy is for harvesting noodle wheat to achieve the highest revenue possible for the least amount of 
risk.  

Table 2: Summary of the 2018 Noodle wheat trial sites for plot and broad-scale trials  

 

Farmer host Sowing date Location Conditions 

Chris Kirkwood- Plot trials 15th June Tenterden Not seeded yet 

Jon Beasley 4th June Frankland Moisture on the surface 

Anthony Hall 11th June West Kendenup Seeded into moist conditions 
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R&D Update—trials summary for 2018 continued... 

Nathan Dovey  

New GRDC Projects:  

Demonstrating the benefits of soil amelioration in the Albany Port Zone 

On the 20th March, we demonstrated the DEPTHCHARGER, from the Rocksgone company, on the Goad’s farm at Kojaneerup. 
This demonstration is in the same paddock, deep sandy soil, as previous trial work completed by DPIRD and SCF. On the 3rd of 
April we implemented ripping treatments using the Trufab Tilco machine, owned by the Goad’s, to two different soil depths. 
The full list of the ripping treatments at this site were as follows:  

Nil  
Tilco 40cm depth  
Tilco 65cm depth  
Depthcharger 40cm depth  
Depthcharger 50cm depth (as deep as possible on the day) 
Scarifier to 15cm (shallow tillage treatment)  

The second trial site being hosted by SCF is with the Squibb family from Tambellup. The plan at this site was to rip as deeply 
as possible with the DEPTHCHARGER and make comparisons to the nil treatment on heavy grey clays. On March 9th, we found 
ripping conditions to be extremely tough. The DEPTHCHARGER could only reach a depth of 20cm due to the dry summer we 
had in 2017-18. During the 2018 growing season, SCF will monitor the ripping strips in comparison to the nil treatments. We 
plan to try ripping this soil type again when the soil has a higher moisture content. One of the aims of this project is to ex-
plore the tillage options for soils that have not previously been ameliorated in this way. The DEPTHCHARGER machine has 
been identified as a possible solution on these soil types by local farmers.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 3: The DEPTHCHARGER in action on Squibb’s property at Tambellup on the 21st of March 2018. NB: The paddock in the 
picture was for demonstrations purposes only. 

 

Snails projects  

SCF will be producing a booklet of 20 case studies of how farmers are mitigating snails, slugs and slaters pests in the Albany 
and Esperance port zones. In addition to this research, SCF are part of a taskforce with DPIRD, that is tackling the problem of 
snails using several new and innovative ideas. In the coming weeks SCF will be working with Svetlana Micic from DPIRD to 
further evaluate the performance of the snail roller at DPIRD offices in Albany. We aim to evaluate the output and perfor-
mance of the snail roller whilst also looking at any potential impacts on grain quality.  

Additional GRDC sub-contract trial work 

SCF will also complete field trials for Southern Dirt for the following two projects:  

Optimising timing and rate of nitrogen application in waterlogging conditions 
Summer cropping demonstrations in the western region  

Given the current seasonal conditions it is likely that the nitrogen by water-logging project will be postponed until the 2019 
season. Summer cropping will not start until the end of 2018. More details will follow in upcoming SCF publications.  
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R&D Update—GRDC Legume Demonstration Trials 

Alaina Smith  

Two SCF legume demonstration trials have been sown, one in Frankland with Nicole and Simon Hilder, and the other in 

Gnowellen, with Robyn and Mark Slattery.  

These farm scale trials are part of the GRDC project “Legume Crops for Reliable Profitability” and will compare several differ-
ent legumes as break crops in 2018. The effect these legume crops have on the subsequent cereal crop and, in particular, the 
soil N levels, will be measured in 2019. Information from these trials will complement the Crop Sequence Calculator Work-
shops to be run concurrently by Farmanco. The overall aim of the trial is to look at newer legume varieties as break crops and 
the profitability (or not) of including them into our farming systems.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1. Sowing the legume demo trial at Simon and Nicole Hilder’s farm in Frankland on the 3rd of May. Crops and varieties 
sown are Samira Faba Beans, Bolt Lentils, Kaspa Field Peas and Jurien Lupins.  The broad-scale trial is surrounded by a canola 
crop in 2018. Soil was moist at depth with good stubble cover. This paddock was previously a blue gum plantation until 2015 
and has since had a good liming history.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2. John Blake checked out the Hilder’s paddock in early June, and, like everywhere else, it is a little slow to emerge 
with the lack of rain, but the field peas have come up. 
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R&D Update—GRDC Legume Demonstration Trials 

Alaina Smith  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 3. Sowing the legume demo trial at Mark and Robyn Slattery’s farm in Gnowellen on the 24th of May, that fateful day, 
with the tell-tale smoke from the prescribed burn in the background. The same varieties were sown: Samira Faba Beans, Bolt 
Lentils, Kaspa Field Peas and Jurien Lupins into a planned canola paddock. The soil here was dry at sowing so it will be inter-
esting to see what comes up after the wind, although this paddocks soil type is heavier than most in the area.  

 

Thanks to the Hilder and Slattery families for giving up their time and paddocks to our farmer-scale demonstration trials. We 
really appreciate your support and look forward to seeing the results over the next two years.  

SCF NEEDS YOU!!! 

SCF is your group so consider 

nominating for one of the many 

committees that contribute to 

the direction and day to day  

running of our organisation.   

A description of the different 

committees can be found in this 

newsletter so have a read and get 

in touch with the chair of the 

committee that interests you 

most—the more the merrier! 
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Combined pre-emergent herbicide trials  
conducted over 2016 and 2017 in Western  
Australia, Victoria and NSW have reinforced 
the strong performance of Sakura herbicide for 
controlling annual ryegrass (ARG) and,  
importantly, minimising weed seeds entering 
the weed seed bank. 

Trials in WA in 2017 experienced variable  
seasonal conditions, with crop germination not 
occurring until July after sowing in May at one 
site, while the other site recorded a more  
normal season. The trials, which received an 
upfront knockdown herbicide, investigated 
ARG control during the season, with final  
panicle counts conducted in October, as well as 
yields and return on investment (ROI) from the 
different pre-emergent applications. 

In 2016, seven small plot trials were  
undertaken across WA, Victoria and NSW to 
compare the performance of a range of pre-
emergent grass control herbicides, as well as 
common tank mixes of some products applied 
at label rates. The trials were inspected for 
ARG control at early (4-6 weeks), mid (7-13 
weeks) and late (17-19 weeks) season timings, 
with early crop safety also assessed following 
the applications. 

Across all trials, the conditions presented were 
largely ideal for pre-emergent herbicide  
applications at the start of the season. There 
was good soil moisture at depth and the  
opportunity for a double knockdown prior to 
sowing. 
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SUMMARY 

• Across two trials in 2017 and seven in 2016, Sakura  demonstrated best-in-class 

pre-emergent control of ARG at early, mid and late season assessments com-
pared with other pre-emergent options including Boxer Gold and prosul-
focarb treatments. 

• With longer residual control, Sakura helps control ARG for longer, helping to 

reduce ARG seed-set and keep weed pressure low for the following crop. 

 
 

• Prosulfocarb provided similar ARG control to Boxer Gold at a higher rate of 3 L/

ha, but lower level of control at 2.5 L/ha. 

• Based on the WA trials taken to yield in 2016 and 2017,  Sakura alone, or with 

trifluralin, offered the best ROI and lowest number of ARG weed seeds  
compared with other treatments. 

 
sakuraherbicide.com.au 

Bayer CropScience Pty Ltd ABN 87 000 226 022 Level 1, 8 Redfern Road, Hawthorn East, Vic 3123 Technical Enquiries: 1800 804 479 enquiries.australia@bayer.com Sakura® is a Registered 
Trademark of Kumiai Chemical Industry Co. Ltd. 

Always read the label for full instructions. The information and recommendations set out in this brochure are based on tests and data believed to be reliable at the time of publication. Results may 
vary, as the use and application of the products is beyond our control and may be subject to climatic, geographical or biological variables, and/or developed resistance. 

Any product referred to in this brochure must be used strictly as directed, and in accordance with all instructions appearing on the label for that product and in other applicable reference material. So far as it is 
lawfully able to do so, Bayer CropScience Pty Ltd accepts no liability or responsibility for loss or damage arising from failure to follow such directions and instructions. 

  
  
  

2016 2017   
Coorow, WA Pithara, WA Cunderdin, WA Nugadong, WA Arrino, WA Buntine, WA 

1831 843 1,033 493 554 765 
  
Treatment 

Final 
%ARG 
control 

 

 

Final 
%ARG 
control 

 

 

Final 
%ARG 
control 

 

 

Final 
%ARG 
control 

 

 

Final 
%ARG 
control 

 

 

Final 
%ARG 
control 

 

 

Mean 
Final 

%ARG 
control 

 
ARG wt/grain 

sample 

Sakura 118 g/ha + trifluralin 1.5 L/ha 97 0.8 96 0.1 90 0.6 98  78  81  90 0.5 
Sakura 118 g/ha 93 1.4 95 0.0 92 0.4 92    77  87 0.6 
Trifluralin 2 L/ha + Boxer Gold® 2.5 L/ha 69  87  79 1.0 80    66  76 1.0 
Boxer Gold 2.5 L/ha 75 6.8 75 0.4 70 0.9 78    59   2.7 
Prosulfocarb 3 L/ha 76 3.1 83 0.7 72 0.6 67    46  69 1.4 
Trifluralin 2 L/ha + Avadex® Xtra 2 L/ha 62 6.7 66 0.8 53 2.3 68    67   3.2 
Trifluralin 2 L/ha 48 7.7 58 0.1 35 0.5 68    52   2.8 
Trifluralin 2 L/ha + prosulfocarb 2.5 L/ha         41  57    
Avadex Xtra 3 L/ha 58 2.1 63 0.5 53 0.6        1.1 
Prosulfocarb 2.5 L/ha 73 3.4 77 0.4 61 0.8 67    45   1.5 
  
Treatment Cost 

 
Yield 

 
  

$ROI Yield 
 

  
$ROI Yield 

 
  

$ROI Yield 
 

  
$ROI Yield 

 
  

$ROI Yield 
 

  
$ROI  

 
 

Sakura 118 g/ha + trifluralin 1.5 L/ha $48.95 2.60 $192.25 2.82 $83.37 1.81  1.68 $53.00  $74.84 1.11 $29.84 2.01 $83.30 
Sakura 118 g/ha $40.10 2.31  2.81 $89.56 1.95 $112.60 1.50 $18.69 1.97 $62.70 1.09 $48.05 1.94 $77.18 
Trifluralin 2 L/ha + Boxer Gold® 2.5 L/ha $39.30 2.22  2.28 -$109.90 1.69 $0.30 1.66 $59.27   1.03 $34.39 1.78 $18.95 
Boxer Gold 2.5 L/ha $27.50 2.14 $103.30 2.40 -$6.90 1.67 $7.30 1.57 $50.07 1.73 $11.81 0.97 $18.54 1.75 $30.69 

Prosulfocarb 3 L/ha  1.91 $50.10 2.70 $4.70 1.65 $47.40 1.40 $11.02   0.94 $23.73 1.81 $27.39 
Trifluralin 2 L/ha + Avadex® Xtra 2 L/ha $29.80 1.75 $7.40 2.43 -$64.40 1.50 -$35.80 1.42 $9.78  $33.58 1.00  1.65 -$4.62 
Trifluralin 2 L/ha $11.80 1.87 $54.20 2.35 -$4.50 1.31 -$29.34 1.35 $12.48 1.71 $24.70 0.91 $30.07 1.58 $14.60 
Trifluralin 2 L/ha + prosulfocarb 2.5 L/ha $33.05         1.74 $10.61 1.00 $18.99 1.37 $14.80 
Avadex Xtra 3 L/ha $27.00 1.85 $34.20 2.41 -$3.74 1.75 $72.50       2.00 $34.32 
Prosulfocarb 2.5 L/ha $21.25 2.34 $150.35 2.65 $65.85 1.66 $11.15 1.57 $54.74 1.72 $15.76 0.92 $10.29 1.74 $51.36 

   %ROI includes $6.00/ha application cost and quality. 

 
   Trial IDs: 16WE05, 16WE06, 16WE07, 17WE32, 17WE07, 17WF07. 

Untreated $0.00 1.57 $376.80 2.30 $611.80 1.50 $360.00 1.23 $294.08 1.55 $411.77 0.73 $186.37 1.48 $373.47 

SAKURA – BEST IN CLASS 

In 2017, at the site experiencing a very dry start to the season in WA, Sakura provided 77%  

control. Application of prosulfocarb at 2.5 L/ha with trifluralin at 2 L/ha achieved only about 57% 

control. Sakura, together with trifluralin at 1.5 L/ha, achieved up to 81% control and recorded the 

highest level of brome grass suppression in the trial. Small weeds, no stubble to intercept  

application, moist soil and follow-up rainfall provided ideal conditions for the post-emergent  

treatment. 

However, the same application in drier conditions at the other trial site was not so successful, 
with control of only 55%, similar to pre-emergent applications of trifluralin at 2 L/ha. Sakura at 
this site achieved 71-78% control, while all other treatments provided only 40-55% control. 

Bayer Customer Advisory Representative Matt Willis said the challenging season, with limited 
rainfall, really tested the residual control of products and showed that while trifluralin’s residuality 
can be variable, Sakura is relatively stable and will activate with rainfall and provide good control. 

In 2016 at the early trial inspections, most products were controlling the ARG populations quite 
well, especially after effective knockdown applications. 

However, by the mid-season assessments, with good soil moisture and subsequent  
germinations of ARG, treatments were starting to differ in terms of their control. At the final 
panicle assessments, the length of activity from Sakura was the clear stand-out for ARG seed-
set control. Sakura alone demonstrated around 90% control across the seven trials, recording 
at least 16% improved control compared with the next best product. Prosulfocarb (3 L/ha) 
performed very similarly to Boxer Gold, with early assessments of around 80% control  
dropping to low-mid 70% at the mid and late season assessments. Sakura, when mixed with 
trifluralin (1.5 L/ha), added a small amount of additional control (< 5%) at each of the  
assessment timings. 

 
It was also observed that with good soil moisture at sowing, trifluralin applications, and to a lesser 
extent Avadex Xtra, affected crop emergence, while emergence in the Sakura treatments was  
comparable with the untreated plots and better than trifluralin. 

YIELD AND RETURN ON INVESTMENT 

In 2017, the ROI calculations took into account reduced pricing for some of the products used in the 
trials, including Boxer Gold and prosulfocarb, leading into the 2018 season, however Sakura, in  
addition to improving weed control and yield, still showed better results. 

At the dry trial site, Sakura provided a ROI of $48/ha, and together with trifluralin at 1.5 L/ha resulted 
in an ROI of $30/ha. Application of prosulfocarb at 2.5 L/ 

ha with trifluralin at 2 L/ha achieved an ROI of only $19/ha. At the other site, a trifluralin treatment at 
2 L/ha produced a yield of 1.7 t/ha for an ROI of $24/ha, whereas Sakura achieved a yield of 2 t/ha for 
an ROI of $62/ha, which increased to $74/ha when applied with 1.5 L/ha of trifluralin. All other  
treatments resulted in no more than $33/ha ROI. 

Across 2016 & 2017 trials in WA, Sakura treatments yielded an average 1.94 t/ha (up from 1.48 t/ha for 
untreated), achieving an average $77.18/ha ROI. Applications of Boxer Gold at 2.5 L/ha achieved an 
average yield of 1.75 t/ha for an ROI of $30.69/ha. However, with a 20% lower average for annual 
ryegrass control, Boxer Gold also allowed more ryegrass seed to enter the seed bank. 

A Sakura plus trifluralin mixture at 1.5 L/ha only added three percent extra weed control, but still 
returned the highest yield and ROI across the trials at 2.01 t/ha and $83.30/ha respectively, making it 
the most profitable treatment. Applications of trifluralin at 2 L/ha, which didn’t achieve acceptable 
ryegrass control, produced a $14.60/ha return, while a tank mixture combined with Avadex Xtra 
produced a negative return.  

 

mailto:enquiries.australia@bayer.com
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SCF consists of a board and a number of sub-committees, 

each responsible for a particular topic area and all  

reporting to the Board.  With the AGM on August 11, please 

consider nominating for the Board or one of SCF’s  

committees.  These committees are all looking for new 

members so if any peak your interest as you read below 

about what it is they do, please give the Chair of the  

respective committee a call and have a chat or submit a 

nomination form. Nomination forms are included with this 

newsletter. 

 

Board 

The SCF board determines the strategic direction of SCF and 

meets at least 4 times per year. The Board is responsible for 

developing and working to a five-year strategic plan which is 

reviewed bi-annually and ensures that SCF is financially viable 

and meeting its obligations as an Association. The Board also 

ensures that SCF has relevant and effective policies and  

procedures in place and the SCF members are well-supported 

and the organisation stays focused on members’ priorities. 

Board members also generally participate on at least one of 

the other SCF sub-committees described below. Board  

members promote SCF to members and to the wider  

community and bring to the attention of the Board and SCF 

staff any issues or problems in the group which need to be 

dealt with at a Board level. The board is a collegial group, 

made up mostly of farmers who are very committed to SCF as 

an organisation and our members. The board is supported by 

the SCF CEO.  

Chair: Derek Curwen 0428 543 012 

 

Finance and Governance Committee 

The Finance and Governance committee are responsible for 

ensuring that SCF is meeting all its legal and ethical obligations 

for good governance, and for monitoring the SCF budget to 

ensure that finances are correctly maintained. The  

governance committee meets at least 3 times per year and is a 

small group that make recommendations to the board about 

staff renumeration, purchase of assets, ensure adequate  

financial reporting and proper procedures and organisational 

processes are in place. The finance and governance  

committee is supported by the SCF CEO.  

Chair: Ken Drummond 0427 541 033 

 

Commodities Committee 

The main role of the commodities committee is post farm gate 

issues that may have an impact on our members such as  

markets, standards, local advocacy and snails. We spend time 

talking about snails on the commodities committee. The 

threat that they are posing to production and the end quality 

of our product, are a very real challenge going forward in our 

high rainfall zone. And I say that without a trace of irony in 

this dry year, it will rain again. We also discuss, grain  

standards, road advocacy and the proposed co-op. All the off-

farm stuff that has such an impact on our business. Through 

our constructive and great relationship with CBH, the  

researchers and funding bodies (less so with local and state 

government), we are making our point made. Come and join 

us, the more the merrier. The commodities committee is  

supported by SCF member and research officer, Alaina Smith.   

Chair: Darren Moir 0428 279 256  

We need you!   SCF Committee Opportunities 
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R & D Committee 

The R & D Committee meets at least four times a year to  

discuss current and future SCF projects. We are interested in 

new and innovative research topics that our members want to 

learn more about. At these meetings committee members 

bring forward their ideas so we can discuss and decide which 

ones are possible and relevant to pursue future funding for.  

Last year was a great example, where we received feedback 

about members desire for more deep ripping research and 

improved knowledge about growing legume crops in our  

rotations. GRDC funding was secured to trial and pursue both 

projects and we already have trial sites established this year 

that will be monitored for the next two to three years. The R 

& D committee also play a role in checking SCF project  

proposals before they are sent to funding organisations like 

the GRDC, MLA or COGGO etc. This is not an onerous task and 

usually only requires 15 minutes of reading to check the R & D 

team have captured the committee’s ideas in the application.  

The R & D committee has already met once in 2018 and we 

are due to meet again soon. Meetings typically only last for 

three hours maximum. Did I mention that we feed you a  

quality lunch and usually follow up with a quiet beer or wine! 

The current committee consists of Nathan Dovey, Jake 

McGuire, Ashton Hood, John Blake, Iain Mackie, Alaina Smith, 

Andrew Slade, Jeremy Lemon (DPIRD), Brent Pritchard 

(Farmanco), and Keith Gundill (CSBP). We would dearly like to 

see more farmers on this committee.  If you have any queries, 

then please get in touch with SCF R&D Coordinator Nathan 

Dovey 0429 468 030. 

Chair: vacant 

 

East Committee 

The East Committee meets to coordinate member’s efforts to 

organise local events each year that are of most interest to 

SCF members in the eastern part of the SCF region. It provides 

an opportunity for SCF staff to brief growers on current and 

emerging research outcomes relating to field trials and an 

opportunity for individual members to bring ideas and matters 

for discussion to the group.  

Coordinated events and activities to be undertaken by the 

Committee are at the discretion of the members and  

supported by the SCF team and a small budget provided by 

SCF. The group is considered to have the following functions: 

• Coordinate research extension and other related  

activities across the Eastern SCF region on behalf of SCF 

members and the SCF Board.  

• Provide a forum for members to directly engage with 

SCF staff on SCF local activities and other related 

matters.  

Chair: Mal Thomson 0428 543 038 

 

West Committee 

The West Committee has the same role as the East Committee 

but services members in the western part of the area covered 

by SCF. It provides an opportunity for SCF staff to brief grower 

groups on current and emerging research outcomes relating 

to field trials and an opportunity for individual members to 

bring ideas and matters for discussion to the group.  

Coordinated events and activities to be undertaken by the 

Committee are at the discretion of the members. The 

meetings are held at members farms and supported by SCF 

staff member and a small budget. The group is considered to 

have the following functions: 

• Coordinate local research extension and other related 

activities across the Western SCF region on behalf of 

SCF members.  

• Provide a forum for members to directly engage with 

SCF staff on SCF activities and other related matters.   

Co-chairs: Clare Webster 0427 555 981 and Lindsay Watterson 
0427 524 007  

We need you!   SCF Committee Opportunities 
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CHEMCLEAR’S next agvet chemical collection is scheduled for Western Australia which is an excellent opportunity for primary 
producers to rid themselves of unwanted chemicals.  
 
ChemClear has teamed up with MobileMuster so waste holders can drop off old mobiles and accessories at the same time as 
their registered chemicals as well. 
 
Collection of chemicals and old mobiles has been scheduled for WA in October and chemical users have until 31 August to regis-
ter their unwanted products. 
 
According to ChemClear, Western Australians have a strong commitment to recycling and keeping their land and waterways 
safe for future generations, and the organisation is keen to spread the word about the upcoming chemical clean up. 
 
It’s pretty rare to visit a farm or property which does not have a few dozen used chemical containers lying around the place so 
the ChemClear collection is a fantastic way to have them removed safely. 
 
The collection covers agricultural and veterinary chemicals which display the DrumMuster logo, have 
readable labels, are still in the original container, are not mixed with other chemicals and that are within 
two years of their expiry date. 
 
For more details, visit www.chemclear.org.au or phone 1800 008 82. 

 Chem Clear is coming to WA! 

http://www.chemclear.org.au
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2017/18 marks the fifth consecutive year that global wheat  

production will reach a new record volume, and of growing stocks. 

Within a well-supplied broader grains complex, the effect has been 

a sustained period of low world wheat prices. 

Growth in supply from BSR countries has been a key difference in 

this oversupplied period, as compared to other such periods. Also, 

the competitive price at which this wheat has been able to reach 

world markets has protracted the glut, as, despite low prices, Black 

Sea wheat production is still profitable—and so, production growth 

has continued. 

The world now has more wheat, moving further and to different 

markets. The launch of new Black Sea wheat futures, the closure of 

the US wheat industry trade office in Cairo in 2017, and the lowest 

US planted area of wheat in 100 years are just a couple of  

developments that reflect the changed dynamics in global wheat 

trade. 

Australia’s important markets in 

South-East Asia1 have not been 

immune to the changes. Australia 

has lost market share in some of its 

major and traditional markets, and 

within these, it has been  

challenged on price from both BSR 

wheat and from North American 

wheat diverted by Black Sea wheat 

from other markets. 

The drivers of the wheat challenge 

that the Black Sea Region has taken 

to the world are clear: low freight 

rates, currency depreciations, yield 

and supply growth, investment in 

farming and the export supply 

chain, a run of good seasons, and—

to a lesser degree—government policies. 

How enduring these drivers are is the question to underpin how 

this challenge will play out over the long term. 

These drivers, as discussed in this report, will in some cases wax 

and wane, while others will persist. The challenge is, therefore, 

considered a long-term phenomenon which Australia cannot 

afford to wait out. There will be some lightening of the challenge in 

coming years, but fundamentally, there is good reason to project 

the sustained presence of BSR wheat as a major player in interna-

tional markets—and also in South-East Asia. 

In many regards, the Australian industry stands well-placed to 

share markets and maintain its own growth path in global trade. In 

other regards, Australia needs to proactively assess and improve 

its positioning in the new world wheat order. 

 

Don’t Forget to ‘Like’ and ‘Follow’ us on Social Media! 

SCF are now active on Social Media!  To keep up to date with the latest happenings, make 

sure you ‘Like’ our Facebook Page and ‘Follow’ us on Twitter!  We also have a You-tube 

channel where you will find video blogs about projects like the Co-op Feasibility Study. 

You can find us at the following locations: 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/Stirlings2Coast 

Twitter: www.twitter.com/Stirlings2Coast 

You-Tube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCkIT98pMO6Ke0SGLeFMINWg/videos 

 

http://www.facebook.com/Stirlings2Coast
http://www.twitter.com/Stirlings2Coast
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCkIT98pMO6Ke0SGLeFMINWg/videos
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SCF have been hosting 3 students for the past week from the WA College of Agriculture—Denmark for their work  
experience placements.  The girls have been learning about how a grower group functions, about our trials and projects, 
visiting field sites and CBH, reviewing of our website and getting a better understanding of why we have grower groups.  
The girls were asked to write about where they saw the future of agriculture and what part they may play in it.  The article 
below is their contribution…  

 

With a newfound partnership with the Stirling to Coast Farmers, we, as Year 11 ATAR students from the Western Australi-
an College of Agriculture – Denmark, have participated in a week of work experience with the team at SCF, who have 
shown us the research that happens behind the scenes.  

So where is agriculture going? We are the next generation; what has the future got in store for us? As young adults com-
ing into the agricultural industry, we all plan on establishing a career in agriculture. Whether it be in farming or business, 
the future of agriculture lies in our hands. We have discovered that you don’t have to come from an agricultural back-
ground to have a love for the industry. For example, our classmate, Jayne Thompson has not been brought up on her own 
farm but is one of the most passionate people about agriculture in our class. She aspires to pursue a university degree in 
animal and pastural science.  

The agricultural industry is growing and changing constantly, especially with the development of technology to aid farm-
ers in menial tasks such as identifying livestock. By the time we are old enough to run our own farms, electronic ID’s will 
be classified as ‘normal.’ GPS tracking is also a development of tracking livestock movements and adjusting feed so that 
the animals are healthy. As technology develops, people will have to learn to adjust their methods so that they are in line 
with newly introduced legislation. Some farmers are reluctant and prefer to stick to their own ways- that’s understanda-
ble- but there’s also a prospect of combining both old and new.  

So, to conclude, here’s our view; agriculture is changing, it’s changing fast, and with new technology being discovered 
every day, it won’t be long before we won’t even have to leave the house to feed the cows. This doesn’t have to be a bad 
thing, though. The future will bring what it brings, and it’s our job as the next generation to innovate and work with it.  

 

Jayne Thompson, Georgia Grant and Jaclyn Mostert 
Western Australian College of Agriculture—Denmark 

We are the next generation! 
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The Late Break Workshop on Wednesday June 13, 
in conjunction with The Sheep’s Back and DPIRD, 
was well attended with over 30 growers and  
industry taking a break from the farm to hear about 
options for cropping programs and sheep health 
and nutrition in this late break season.  
 
A special thanks to informal presenters Brent 
Pritchard (Farmanco), Jeremy Lemon (DPIRD), 
James Bee (Elders) and Glenn McDonald (DPIRD)  
for their guidance and support at the workshop.  
The focus was to offer options for cropping  
programs in this late break season and was tailored 
to current seasonal conditions.  We would also like 

to thank AWI and The Sheep’s Back presenters,  
Andrew Ritchie and Mark Allington, along with 
DPIRD vet, Danny Roberts, for the second part of 
the workshop around livestock management  
decisions, nutrition and sheep health in a dry  
season/late break season. 
 
Finally, we’d like to say a big thank you to Rabobank 
for drinks at the bar afterwards. It was great to see 
a number of our members taking advantage of  
dinner and drinks at the club to catch up and take a 
break from their farms and dealing with the  
aftermath of fires and the late seasonal break.  

Late Break Workshop                                              



 16 

It’s leading up to that time of year where we ask a moment of 
grower’s time to submit their crop estimates.  
 
However, this year we’ve developed new functionality to improve 
estimates and help growers get ready for harvest, while providing 
CBH with the right information so we can plan faster turnaround 
services at our sites. 
 

Using the new LoadNet Paddock Planner, growers will be able to 
provide their crop estimate to CBH right down to a paddock level. 

Based on what we already know about each farm from data  
growers have already supplied to CBH, we’ve mapped each of the 
paddocks within LoadNet Paddock Planner to give growers a head 
start. From here, growers can set up any additional paddocks, 
change boundaries and sketch out non-arable land.  

Growers can then enter their paddock estimates by commodity, 
variety and intended delivery site. The system also allows growers 
the ability to easily update their estimates as the season  
progresses.  

We use a combination of your estimates and satellite remote  
sensing data to complete our storage plans for each site across the 
network. These will be presented to all growers for feedback at the 
pre-harvest grower meetings that will take place across the state 
throughout September.  

This new functionality will be available in LoadNet from mid-June. 

Real time notifications to save time during harvest  

This harvest, our CDF app will be available for all growers to use. 

By using the new LoadNet Paddock Planner, all paddock infor-
mation will sync straight to the CDF app so it’s easily accessible to 
everyone on the farm who needs it. Growers’ truck drivers can  
pre-submit CDF’s, saving time at the sample shed, weighbridge and 
discharge grids. 

Through the CDF app, growers will receive real time notifications of 
their loads to make better decisions on the farm, and will be  
informed when their driver is heading back to the farm for the next 
pick-up. 

Post-harvest, growers can download their paddock data and upload 
it in to their farm management system to help assess farm  
profitability. 

Optimising your harvest services to help lower costs  
We know growers want faster turnaround and better service at site 
to lower paddock to port costs. Submitting your estimates using our 
new LoadNet Paddock Planner is just the first step towards  
achieving this goal.  

By using smarter estimates technology with location based data, 
we can optimise our site services based on what growers have 
planted and work towards reducing costs from paddock to port for 
all growers. 
 
Together, LoadNet Paddock Planner and the CDF mobile app will 
make the harvest delivery experience smarter, better and faster. 

Need some help? 

For any questions about submitting estimates via LoadNet Paddock 

Planner, visit our website cbh.com.au/estimates or call the team at 

the CBH Grower Service Centre on 1800 199 083 Monday to Friday, 

8am to 5pm. 

 

Kind Regards,  

 

David Capper 

General Manager Operations  

CBH has a new way to submit crop  

estimates this season  
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Information supplied by the Department of Primary Industries and 

Regional Development 

This year there is high probability of having a longer period of un-

der-nutrition compared to last year. The first priority is to keep 

feeding lactating ewes until there is 700 kilograms per hectare (kg/

ha) of pasture feed on offer (FOO). 

Consistent pasture growth following a reasonable germination re-

quires about 10 millimetres (mm) rainfall per week. That level of 

rainfall could achieve daily pasture growth of 5–10kg/ha over the 

winter period. This means it will take at least 70 days on deferred 

pastures to get 700kg/ha: that is, by early-August. Slower growth 

rates or early grazing means the target FOO is likely to be achieved 

in spring. 

This year, later pasture germination means that total pasture pro-

duction is forecast to be, at best, 75% of the average year yield. 

Pregnancy toxaemia and hypocalcaemia are problems brought on 

by poor feed, not enough feed, and inadequate calcium or glucose 

to meet demands of pregnant ewes. Consult your livestock adviser 

if your sheep have these problems. 

Pregnancy toxaemia 

What is pregnancy toxaemia (twin lamb dis-

ease)? 
Pregnancy toxaemia occurs when drastically low levels of glucose in 

the blood damage the brain and result in dehydration, kidney fail-

ure and potentially death. It usually occurs in the last weeks of 

pregnancy with the ewes most advanced in pregnancy affected 

before the rest of the flock. 

What causes pregnancy toxaemia? 
Pregnancy toxaemia occurs when the pregnant ewe does not re-

ceive enough nutrition. In Western Australia, autumn is a precari-

ous time for ewes because dry feed is minimal and the pregnant 

ewe’s nutritional needs are increasing, making her susceptible to 

pregnancy toxaemia. 

Which sheep are most at risk of pregnancy 

toxaemia? 
• ewes in late pregnancy and ewes with twin lambs 

• early lambing flocks when there is a late break and stubbles/dry 

feed have deteriorated 

• ewes feeding on new green pasture high in water and low in dry 

matter and nutrients 

• ewes that stop eating during extreme weather. 

What are the signs of pregnancy toxaemia? 
• ewe is separated from the mob 

• ewe is drowsy or comatose 

• ewe is not eating 

• nervous system signs – tremors, blindness 

• lying on their side for 3–4 days 

• death 3–4 days later. 

How can I treat pregnancy toxaemia? 
Consult with a vet about the most effective treatment for your ani-

mals. A glucose drench or injectable glucose every 6–12 hours will 

provide a rapid increase in the ewe’s blood sugar levels. Offer good 

quality hay and oats to the affected ewe if she is able to eat. If ewes 

do not respond to treatment within 12 hours, they should be hu-

manely euthanased. 

How can I prevent pregnancy toxaemia? 
Good nutrition and careful management are the keys to avoiding 

pregnancy toxaemia. Lambing ewes require feed on offer of more 

than 1500 kilograms per hectare during lambing. If this is not avail-

able, provide a supplementary source of energy, such as good qual-

ity hay and grain. However, avoid making sudden changes to their 

feed or causing short sudden periods of starvation such as during 

yarding. 

If extreme weather conditions cause ewes to stop eating or become 

stressed, provide supplementary feed. Take care to avoid grain poi-

soning by introducing grain slowly. 

It is recommended to identify twin mothers using pregnancy scan-

ning and then to separate and preferentially feed them to minimise 

the development of pregnancy toxaemia. 

 

 

Managing pregnant and lactating ewes in a 

dry season 
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Hypocalcaemia 

What is hypocalcaemia (milk fever)? 
Hypocalcaemia, also known as milk fever, is a deficiency of 

calcium in the bloodstream which causes muscles not to con-

tract properly, including the heart, gut and leg muscles. 

Which sheep are most at risk? 
Ewes in their last six weeks of pregnancy and in the first 

month of lactation are most at risk as during this time the ewe 

is providing calcium for lamb bone development and milk pro-

duction. 

Unlike pregnancy toxaemia, hypocalcaemia is not confined to  

pregnant ewes. Prime lambs or other sheep in good condition 

that are stressed after moving, trucking or yarding are suscep-

tible to hypocalcaemia. Sheep that stop eating during extreme 

weather conditions are also at risk of developing hypocalcae-

mia. 

What causes hypocalcaemia? 
Hypocalcaemia is caused by the animal being unable to mobi-

lise calcium from the bone quickly enough to meet demand. 

Cases of hypocalcaemia can be associated with grazing cereal 

regrowth (low in calcium) and pastures with a high oxalate 

content. Oxalate  

combines with calcium in the bloodstream, effectively remov-

ing it from the system and causing hypocalcaemia. 

Many of the weeds that form a significant part of the ewe diet 

over summer such as goosefoot or mintweed (Chenopodium 

pumilo), fat hen (Chenopodium album) and the various salt-

tolerant succulent weeds from around salt pans have signifi-

cant levels of oxalate.  

Other green season plants such as soursob (Oxalis spp) and 

to a lesser extent sorrel (Rumex conglomeratus), the docks 

(Rumex spp) and doublegee (Emex australis) also contain 

oxalate. Where  

pregnant ewes have been grazing on these plants, the risk of  

hypocalcaemia increases and ewes’ tolerance of other  

compounding stress factors such as yarding or transport 

reduces. 

What are the signs of hypocalcaemia? 
• rapid onset 

• stiff uncoordinated gait 

• muscle trembling 

• weakness 

• a ewe sitting down on her brisket and unable to get up 

• death within 24 hours. 

What is the treatment for hypocalcaemia? 
A range of injectable products containing calcium boroglu-

conate will increase tissue calcium levels. Always follow the 

label when administering these products. Recovery is usually 

rapid (30 minutes or so) and the rapid response can be re-

garded as diagnosis of the condition. Treatment can be re-

peated every 4–6 hours for animals that do not make a full 

recovery. 

How can I prevent hypocalcaemia? 
Like pregnancy toxaemia, good nutrition and careful manage-

ment are the keys to avoiding hypocalcaemia. Provide good 

quality hay and grain to stock about to lamb and avoid sudden 

changes in their feed or a short, sudden period of starvation 

such as yarding. Adding limestone to grain rations or supple-

menting with a loose lick which contains calcium can help pre-

vent hypocalcaemia. 

 

Please contact DPIRD vets Andrew Larkins or Danny Roberts at 

the Albany Office on 9892 8444 if you have any concerns 

about the health and wellbeing of your flock.  

Check out the DPIRD website for more resources to help deci-
sion making for the 2018 season - https://
www.agric.wa.gov.au/drought-and-dry-seasons/season-2018-
seasonal-and-management-information-farmers  
 
 

Managing pregnant and lactating ewes 

in a dry season continued... 

https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/drought-and-dry-seasons/season-2018-seasonal-and-management-information-farmers
https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/drought-and-dry-seasons/season-2018-seasonal-and-management-information-farmers
https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/drought-and-dry-seasons/season-2018-seasonal-and-management-information-farmers
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Innovation Generation  
Wagga Wagga July 9 to 11 

It’s only a month away and time is nigh to book your place. Innova-

tion Generation 2018 brings the young generation of growers from 

across Australia together to explore the issues that matter to  

growers and their future in our industry.  Make sure you get to 

Wagga Wagga by Saturday July 7 so you can get on the bus for the 

pre-conference tour, Sunday July 8 at 11am, of a diversified farming 

operation near Griffith.  

 

 

 

 

 

Economic News- Non-Tariff Measures 

Contact- Luke.Mathews@graingrowers.com.au 

Distortionary non-tariff measures (NTMs) are increasing worldwide 
and have become the priority trade policy issue for the grains 
industry.  The government’s budget announcement for an 
additional $51.3 million to tackle agricultural NTMs, including the 
appointment of an additional six agricultural trade counsellors in 
key markets, is warmly welcomed by industry. 

CEO David McKeon said the announcement of $51.3 million over 
four years to tackle non-tariff measures (NTMs) showed that the 
Australian Government had paid close attention to the 
comprehensive report on NTMs affecting the grains industry, 
released last week. 

 Mr McKeon said the addition of a further six agricultural trade 
counsellors would also boost Australia's presence in important 
markets and provide an avenue for real action on addressing trade 
barriers. 

 "The Australian Government has been very effective in recent years 
in delivering reduced tariff rates through a variety of free trade 
agreements. However, the NTM report identifies 54 specific barriers 
across 15 markets, which are impeding efficient grain trading flows. 

 "The NTMs include testing and labelling requirements, restrictive 
import quota restrictions and import licensing permits, and complex 
sanitary and phytosanitary certification requirements, such as 
maximum residue limits," Mr McKeon said. 

 "GrainGrowers is committed to working with the Government to 
follow up on the priorities identified in this report to ensure a fair 
and transparent export relationship with our markets. 

For more news on GrainGrowers policy submissions visit http://

www.graingrowers.com.au/policy/our-policies  

Spirit of Grains Competition  

Get the kids thinking about their future in grain farming this coming 

school holidays by starting on the Spirit of Grains Competition! 

Great prizes! 

All the information you need is here 

http://www.graingrowers.com.au/media-centre/spirit-of-grains-

competition  

June 2018 Western GrainGrowers News 

The invitation to join as one united voice has 

been extended to WA's peak agricultural  

advocacy groups and will remain open for the 

future of industry. We now ask you to join in 

preparations for any future issues we may  

encounter.  

To find out more about how WAFarmers, KPCA 

and associated parties are working  

collaboratively for the benefit of our industry, 

call (08) 9486 2100.  

For further information on the WAFF  

Agricultural Fighting Fund ‘Go Fund Me’  

campaign head to the website— 

https://www.gofundme.com/

ProducerFightingFund 

http://www.innovationgeneration.com.au/
http://www.innovationgeneration.com.au/
mailto:Luke.Mathews@graingrowers.com.au
http://www.graingrowers.com.au/policy/our-policies
http://www.graingrowers.com.au/policy/our-policies
http://www.graingrowers.com.au/media-centre/spirit-of-grains-competition
http://www.graingrowers.com.au/media-centre/spirit-of-grains-competition
https://www.gofundme.com/ProducerFightingFund
https://www.gofundme.com/ProducerFightingFund
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The Board  

• Derek Curwen 9854 3012 or 0428 543 012  (Chairperson) 

• Jon Beasley 0427 552 206 

• Ken Drummond 9854 1033 or 0427 541 033  

• Darren Moir 0428 279 256 

• Mal Thomson 9854 3038 or 0428 543 038  

• Clare Webster 0427 555 981  

 
Office Staff 

• Christine Kershaw - Chief Executive Officer 0429 236 729 

• Trish Ryans-Taylor - Finance Officer  

• Kathi McDonald - Communications Officer 0408 418 531 

• Eva Bett - Office Manager 0408 905 368 

• Nathan Dovey - R&D Coordinator 0429 468 030 

• John Blake - R & D Consultant  0438 761 950 

• Alaina Smith - Grains R&D 0438 986 404 

• Kelly Gorter - Livestock Research Officer  0409 060 065 

Photo Gallery—member competition 
We have received some great pics so far for our members’ photo competition! Check out these great seeding shots from Jeremy 

Walker and Christine Howard! 

Josh and Shannon Goad have sent in a great ‘oops’ moment pic—we’d love to see more of these!  Do you have one to rival this? 

Get snapping and forward your photos to kathi.mcdonald@scfarmers.org.au before August 1st! 

Winners will be announced at the AGM and Dinner at Karribank Country Retreat on August 11! 

Thank you also to our 

Silver Sponsors... 

NEW Bronze Sponsor 

SCF would like to  

welcome aboard new 

Bronze Sponsor, Albany 

City Motors.  If you are 

looking for a new or  

second hand farm or 

personal vehicle, give the 

crew at ACM a call. 

CONGRATULATIONS! On behalf of SCF Staff and Members we 

would like to congratulate Board member Clare Webster and  

husband Michael on the arrival of their beautiful baby girl! 

Photo by Christine Howard 

Photo by Jeremy Walker 

 Photo by Jeremy Walker 

Photo by Shannon Goad 


