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Winter 2017 

Jottings from the Chair 

My first Chair’s report comes at what is hopefully the 
end of a drawn out and difficult seeding period. It wasn’t 
long ago that some members were flooded and  
water-logged whilst others received next to nothing 
from the same systems. Some SCF members have been 
lucky enough to establish reasonable crops off those 
heavy rainfall events but it has certainly been a patchy 
start to the season. Right now everybody in the region, 
and probably the state, is hanging out for some rain. 
 
The SCF team have been busy getting our trials in the ground, with the dual  
purpose and noodle wheat trials all being complete, and the soil health and pasture 
trials pretty much complete.  SCF has also been successful in receiving funds in the 
Commonwealth Farm Co-operatives program to investigate the feasibility of a  
co-operative in the Great Southern region.  To start this project off, staff member 
Victoria Bennett and board member Ken Drummond attended the Farming  
Together National Forum in Adelaide recently where they were invited to present 
SCF’s proposal.  By all accounts their presentation was very well received and has 
well and truly put SCF on the national stage, which is very exciting for the group.  
Unfortunately the DAFWA Grower Group grants are on hold while being reviewed 
by the new minister so it is a wait and see game now before we hear about  
whether these projects will go ahead. 
 
I also want to remind our members about the Livestock’17 event coming up on July 
21 at Kendenup Lodge.  This is shaping up to be a great event, held in conjunction 
with WAFF.  SCF is moving into the livestock area in response to members requests, 
and this event is our first big dip in to the livestock arena.  There will be a focus on 
technology and meat quality, with plenty of presentations and on-farm  
demonstrations and I would love to see lots of support from our members – keep 
an eye out for more information in this newsletter and on the SCF website!  
 
Finally, on behalf of the board, staff and members I would like to offer our deepest 
condolences to our CEO Christine, and her family, on their recent loss.  I would like 
Christine to know she has the full support of the board, our members and staff at 
this difficult time.  
 

Cheers, Derek 

Events For Your Calendar 

 

 

Date TBC July 2017 

MLA Producer Demonstration Site Field 
Walk - Jeff and Kate Stoney’s 

Contact Nathan Dovey 0429 468 030 

Friday 21st July 2017 

Livestock17 - Livestock Technology  
Updates  

Kendenup Lodge 
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     Chief Executive Officer Update 

Introducing Victoria Bennett... 

Hello growers and industry, 

What an exciting opportunity I have been given to come on board and work with such a passionate,  

innovative and enthusiastic group of farmers, industry and SCF staff. The opportunity to innovate and 

revolutionise the livestock industry is right now whilst we are experiencing elevated prices for our  

livestock commodities. Since starting in November to get the livestock R & D underway I have been 

blown away by what our grower group has been able to achieve around cropping and livestock R, D and 

E in our high rainfall zone (HRZ).  

For those that don’t know me, I farm at South Stirlings and Narrikup with my husband Luke and two  

children, Penelope & Charlotte, in a mixed cropping livestock business and beef seed producer (Red Angus – now don’t hold 

this against me- I like a challenge).   

My education includes a Bachelor degree in Animal Science with first class honours, backed with ten years professional  

agribusiness and R&D experience. I started at SCF as Livestock Extension Officer getting our livestock area underway and 

thank the farmers and ag industry who have come on board to date - there are some exciting developments starting to  

happen. I am very keen, as this is your grower group, to understand what you are wanting to learn more about, have access 

to and research and develop going forward. 

I currently work part time (Monday and Wednesday) as Project Manager in the areas of livestock RD&E and our new and  

exciting co-operative initiative. I have such passion for our industry and what it can offer for the generations to come, and 

hope my involvement on the team will allow for enhanced opportunities, increases in efficiencies, production and profit 

within the successful integration and management of livestock into mixed farming businesses. 

I look forward to meeting as many as I can at the up and coming inaugural livestock event at Kendenup lodge July 21 2017 

and working with you in 2017. 

Victoria  
Project Manager 

Contact: (M) 0428 171 285      (E) victoria.bennett@scfarmers.org.au  

Hi all, 

This year is flying past…. Remember 

the days when there used to be down 

time? No such thing here at SCF  

either. All our trials are in for 2017 

season thanks to R&D team and  

members hosting trials on their farms. 

We have just had some good news on 

$140k funding from the  

Commonwealth Farm Co-operatives program but we are still 

in limbo for other Grower Group grant announcements. This 

means you will be hearing more in 2017 about us  

investigating the potential for a co-operative in our region. 

There will be an opportunity in August for us to get together 

to discuss value adding ideas such as feed milling and feed 

lots. Members Ken Drummond and Lyn Slade will be leading 

that discussion. 

In the meantime, we will be focusing more on small events 

like short field walks and organising our first major livestock 

update event on July 21st. We are holding the livestock  

update event in partnership with WAFF at Kendenup with 

farm visits in the afternoon. Keep an eye out on our website 

for a program to come out soon. We have added livestock to 

our R&D program in response to members asking for it. 

Please let your neighbours know about this event, which will 

be introducing some cutting-edge technology and focus on 

meat quality. We would like to increase our membership 

this year and the best way to do that is with your help. So 

please let others know about SCF and what we have to offer 

new members. 

Cheers for now.  All the best for 2017 season. 

Christine 

Mobile: 0429 236 729 

Email: ceo@scfarmers.org.au 

mailto:nathan.dovey@scfarmers.org.au
mailto:ceo@scfarmers.org.au
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Have you ever wanted greater control over the prices you receive? 

Do you want a greater understanding of your supply chains and markets? 

Have you ever wondered why our products sell for so much more in shops, compared to the price we 

receive at the farm gate? 

We want our farmers to receive a higher price for their products, add value and have access to a 
broader spectrum of markets through a cooperative initiative. The Co-operative would be a vehicle 

that our membership can use to combine our vast resources to have greater impact on our bottom line. 

Through managing more links in the supply chain we will have a greater voice to reach our consumers to 

showcase how ethically, sustainable, and efficiently we farm in the south coast region. A successful  
co-operative will help grow economic and social benefits that will extend far beyond the farming  
community. 
 
What’s in it for me? 

Farmers across our region collaborating and cooperating with each other to create a farmer-owned  

co-operative enterprise focused on taking control and adding value to our basic products with the  

additional advantage of the Stirlings to Coast farmer group to become self-funded for continued impactful,  

relevant and collaborative RD&E. 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Figure 1; Proposed model of the Farmer owned co-operative 

In a nut shell: 

Farmers will access lower prices for services and inputs 

• Farmers receiving higher and more consistent prices for commodities through broader markets and 

forward contracts 

• Farmers working together for large consistent supply with reduced risk 

• Farmers, having a greater influence within the whole supply chain  

• Farmers gaining a better understanding of their markets and consumer requirements for products 

• Farmers gaining control of their end product 

• Improved collaboration and partnerships within industry 

We are seeking interest and involvement from our SCF farmers right from the start. Who would like to be 

involved in the conception and establishment of this co-operative?  

Please contact Christine Kershaw (0429 236 729) or Victoria Bennett (0428 171 285) 

Farming Together - the opportunity for a Great Southern 

Agricultural co-operative? 
Victoria Bennett, SCF 
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Stirlings to Coast Farmers at National Conference 
 

Victoria Bennett and Ken Drummond  

Stirlings to Coast Farmers has officially been put on the map at a national level  following an invitation to present 

at the FARMING TOGETHER National forum in Adelaide on Tuesday 6 June. 

The conference was well attended with over 300 of agriculture’s highly regarded professionals, growers and industry  

personnel across all states with the key objective of “Collaborating, cutting costs and claiming more profits.”  

SCF presented an insight in to the successful establishment and management of a grower group organisation, including 

the benefits to be gained by farmers collaborating and cooperating together to make substantial changes within the  

agricultural industry.  Longevity and stability to grower groups in regard to continuing RD&E was also covered. 

The presentation was delivered on our behalf by Victoria Bennett in conjunction with a video presentation from Christine 
Kershaw and backed up by Ken Drummond as a founding member ambassador, who gave real credibility to our  
presentation.  

 Attendees were astounded with the achievements since establishment of Stirlings to Coast Farmers, the level of highly 

educated and well managed team and credible, relevant and collaborated RD&E that we have accomplished and currently 

undertaking.  

Many consultants and producers said, “they only dreamed about one day achieving a grower group as successful and  
collaborated as ours in regard to governance, farmer involvement and commitment and the ability to have real impact 
within the industry.”  
 
There was significant interest, behind our proposal of a farmer owned 
cooperative in the great southern (sheep finishing facility and feed mill) 
and possible advantages for growers, local economy, industry and  
consumers. Interestingly there were a lot of producers and grower groups 
within Australia looking to learn off us from this journey in the hope of 
doing something along the same lines in the future so that they can have 
more control of their commodities, price they receive and marketing, so 
we have gained a considerable following.  
 
Another advantage was the opportunity to network and meet leading  
professionals who we are keen to bring over for future field days and 
workshops for you. 
 
All I can say is that I don’t think they got my best side!!!  

Farmer’s view of National Farming Together Forum      By Ken Drummond 

I recently had the pleasure of attending the annual “Farming Together Forum” in Adelaide with my colleague Victoria  

Bennett. This was a follow up on last year’s rollout of the Farming Together Program in Tweed Heads where SCF was  

successful in receiving a grant to assess the feasibility on creating a Co-op. 

It was a pleasure to see SCF in action on the National stage. There were some good presentations however Victoria’s was 

one of the few which encompassed not only the goal of the program but also a well considered action plan on how it was 

to be completed. Victoria was an absolute star! It was heartening to see, amongst a usually older demographic, one of our 

young guns in action, building her profile. Congratulations go to Christine for her due diligence in positioning SCF in this 

program.  We received a lot of positive feedback and praise regarding our progress in the short 12 months since our  

debut.  

This initiative of SCF has really started to gain momentum and is showing the potential to add to our member’s bottom 

line. I encourage you to contact your local Board members if you would like more information on what’s happening in 

terms of planning and progress. SCF see the development of a Co op as a way of establishing ourselves as a self-sufficient 

and sustainable group. It would be invigorating to no longer be reliant on the government grant process to fund our  

research and development. 
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SCF R&D program: MLA Producer Demonstration Sites  
 

                               Nathan Dovey – R&D Coordinator 

Kate and Jeff Stoney, Gnowellen 

Kate and Jeff are show-casing eID technology in large scale sheep management to investigate what the impact of capturing 
data has on improving the genetic gains of their sheep flock. As mentioned in the last newsletter, previous management has 
often, only focussed on the paternal genetics (rams) and very little attention has been paid to maternal (ewe) genetics. On 
the 16th May this year Kate and Jeff marked 480 lambs and fitted eID tags to them. The maiden ewes were already fitted with 
eID tags previously. Having both ewes and lambs fitted with the eID tags will allow Jeff and Kate to try new labour-saving 
technologies such as Pedigreescan.  

Jonathon England, a consultant, from Aginnovate is supporting Stirlings to Coast Farmers with this project, which is funded 
through MLA. Jonathan set up the Pedigreescan technology in a paddock at the Stoneys’ property at Gnowellen on May 31st 
this year. Ewes and lambs are recorded as they pass through the narrow race as per the picture below for a period of 4-8 
weeks depending on the amount of readings captured.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1: The narrow gate way set up by Jonathan England (Aginnovate) and Kate Stoney to automatically read the eID tags 
of the ewes and lambs as they pass through on their way to some supplementary feed. Photo was taken on May 31st at Jeff 
and Kate’s Gnowellen property Gum Creek. Sheep were “trained” before May 31st to go through a much bigger opening be-
fore the gap was progressively reduced to the narrow gap you see in the photo above.  

 

What is Pedigreescan technology?  

Pedigreescan technology is a walk by system that uses the eID tags in the ewes and lamb ears to estimate associations  
between ewes and their lambs. This allows producers to match ewes to lambs, with a high degree of accuracy and trace  
individual animal pedigree. Producers can then measure the performance of the ewe and lamb for desired traits. The  
Stoney’s are interested in the 100-day lamb weight so they can rank the ewe flock based on kilograms of lamb she has  
produced at that age. This will allow Jeff and Kate to identify the top performers and more importantly the worst  
performers.  
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Figure 2: A view from the narrow race that ewes and lambs 
need to pass through for the Pedigreescan technology to 
read the eID tags automatically. A fenced off area with  
supplementary feed is used to entice the sheep through the 
narrow gap regularly.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What has happened so far?  

The ewes and lambs, although familiarised, with the narrow race setup have been more cautious since the scanner has 
been added due to a sound produced when reading the tags. Gentle encouragement of the sheep from behind has helped 
them move through in the early stages and it is hoped in time the sheep will become adapted to walk in and out on their 
own. The setup of the yard has enabled Kate to bring the ewes and lambs into the feed through a separate gate, and this 
lets the ewes and lambs walk out through the Pedigreescan to the paddock whenever they are ready. Jonathan and Kate 
have postulated a few reasons for the sheep’s reluctance to come into the yard through the Pedigreescan. These include:  

1. Adequate levels of feed in the paddock means the incentive to visit the self-feeders or hay bales is not particularly 

high right now.  

2. Ewes are young (maidens) and have had limited interactions with yards, sheds and man-made structures.  

3. The design of the ‘feed yard’ is not ideal and will need improvement for the 2018 demonstrations on the same mob 

of sheep.  

This is the first time sheep on the Stoney’s property have seen a Pedigreescan setup, and as a result the ewes will be more 
experienced in 2018. Additionally, the lambs, when they become mothers will also have a level of familiarity. So it should 
get easier from here. 

At the time of publishing the initial data is being analysed by Jonathan England. The sheep will continue to be scanned for 
at least another two weeks. Note: As the lambs get older the accuracy of the Pedigreescan method decreases as lambs 
become more independent of the ewes and do not follow behind so closely.  

We plan to have a field-walk at the completion of the scanning (early July) to show other SCF producers the set-up for  
using Pedigreescan and talk about the potential benefits to using eID tags in your sheep enterprise. Please register your 
interest with Nathan Dovey (M) 0429 468 030 via a text message and/or watch for further advertisements from the SCF 
communications team.  

SCF R&D program: MLA Producer Demonstration Sites continued... 
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Lighter soils in particular can be acidifying faster at depth and compacting more at depth over decades (see examples 
below) as well as be non-wetting!  

We are planning an initial diagnostic survey of up to 20 problem paddocks. Nominate a light paddock causing you  
concern by ringing or texting Nathan Dovey (mob. 0429 468030) or John Blake (mob. 0438 761950).  

The first three limiting factors – then nutrition, crop protection and  agronomy? 

Soil acidity – is soil acidifying at depth? 

Soil compaction – is soil compacting at even greater depths? 

Soil non-wetting – are there new options for treating non-wetting? 

SCF members’ trial results show how leaving untreated strips can confirm diagnostics! 

SOIL ACIDITY: Greg Mengler + Chris Tomlinson + John Blake SCF/grower/SCNRM funded: Lime Efficiency trial - East 
Tenterden 
Greg tested a paddock in 2012 that had no lime history whatever and the topsoil pH’s were marginal but most shocking 
were the subsoil pH’s (ranging as low as 3.8 in 2015).  

 
 
 
 
Fig 1: Soil profile Test results – 2015:  
First of 2 replicates - Note very low 
pH in sub-soils at 20-40cm depth in 
untreated plot 2 (Control) repeated 
in other replicates.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Soil testing again in 2017 (UWA – Craig Russell) shows layers of subsoil at pH less than 3.8 in untreated controls.  

Figure 2 below highlights the lime responses in the third year after treatment. 

 

Fig 2.  Lime responses in 
2016 across topdressing 
and mouldboard treatments  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the 2015 SCF grower survey most growers had seen a positive pH effect from liming soils however in this region there 
have been only limited trials.  

Sub soil acidity is projected to increase over each decade and the longer-term trials (for example Greg Mengler/Chris 
Tomlinson trial, Iain Mackie’s Lime Sources trial and others) will continue to be valuable guidance.  

Are some of your lighter soils underperforming? 
John Blake, R&D Consultant and Nathan Dovey, R&D Coordinator 
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SOIL COMPACTION: Josh and Tony Goad trial + Jeremy Lemon (DAFWA); now with support from GRDC, SCNRM funds and 
John Blake (SCF)  

Tony and Josh clayed a paddock of lighter soil that had severe non-wetting. There was a substantial increase in soil wettability 
but yields were not fully to their expectations.  

Investigating further they determined that a soil compaction problem could be an issue. Tony and Josh initiated a large-scale 
trial initially with 35 cm depth deep ripping in 2014 and then in 2016 with Heli-ripper to 75cm and dozer to 1.2m. Barley 
Yields were analysed and presented at the 2017 Regional Crop Updates by Jeremy Lemon. 

In Tony and Josh’s long-term trial grain yield was increased with 2016 deep ripping to 75cm by 0.5 to 1.1t/ha, 0.7 t/ha over 
the full length of plots. Yields improved a further 0.2 to 0.7 t/ha with ripping to 120cm, 0.4 t/ha over the full length of plots.  

Derek and Reece Curwen’s 

The largest yield increase was from 35cm ripping on the gravel area. This is an unexpected result and emphasises the need 
for replication to verify observations. While we have observed 0.2 to 0.3 t/ha yield increases from 35cm ripping, deeper  
ripping on such compacted sand sites often gives larger increases than the 0.34t/ha measured in this demonstration. Harvest 
results indicate a moderate response to both ripping depths on both soils. A likely reason for the moderate result on deep 
sand is that the acid soil profile to depth prevented effective root function.  

SOIL NON-WETTING: Scott Smith and Keith Gundill (CSBP) 

While research into wetting agents, mouldboarding, Nil Disturbance Systems and other options is continuing for the Forest 
gravels, claying results on the Stirling sandplain soils have been consistent.  

Claying trials by DAFWA (see especially West Dalyup results over 15 years below in a trial initiated by WANTFA) and by CSBP 
and SCF (at Scott’s) gave yield responses to claying ranging from 250kg/Ha (Canola) to >400Kg/Ha (Cereals) over more than 
14 years and have been reported in previous newsletters.  

 

NOTE: Clay used in this trial was only 30% clay – 
some claying treatments in our Stirlings to Coast 
region can be 60% clay halving the required rates. 

Effect of clay*** rates on crop yields between 1999 
and 2015. WEST DALYUP site. Yields presented as % 
increase over the control. Missing years were either 
in pasture or were not measured. Source: DAFWA 
Senior Researcher David Hall  
 

CONCLUSION 

Above are just three of the limiting factors that could be affecting the performance of lighter soils.  At times during the  
growing season there maybe more than one limiting factor affecting plant performance meaning diagnostics and tests can 
help. 

Are some of your lighter soils underperforming? 
Continued... 

three of four 
reps. 

centre 
good zone 

east medium 
zone 

west poor 
zone 

All zones  

nil 6.33a 5.68a 5.44a 5.90a 

2014 rip 
35cm 

6.48a 5.75a 5.55a 5.97a 

2016 rip 
75cm 

7.06a 6.19a 6.58a 6.61a 

2016 Dozer 
1.2m 

7.26b 6.78b 7.16b 7.03b 

*Treatments in each column with the same letter are NOT significantly 
different from each other at the 95% confidence level. 
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Key messages from MLA Project 2014-16 now completed  

Summer sowing of serradella pod proved the most viable option 
for cost effective pasture establishment. Twin sowing (pod sown 
with previous crop) was less reliable.  
 

M1: The current district practice of dry seeding pasture seed in 
Autumn on sandplain soils has severe limitations compared to 
summer pod sowing in January or seeding when soil is moist after 
full seasonal break. Dry sowing exacerbated non-wetting especially 
on unclayed sandplain soils. See image below right of pod set at 
year 3 showing continuing benefit of best pod set in 2014.  

M5 trial: 2016 Mixed pastures have outperformed sowing single 
species  

 

CONCLUSION: The hard-seeded Serradellas are performing well 
in specific treatments in the MLA trials even on the lower  
fertility, acidic and non-wetting sandplain soils. Later maturity 
Serradellas like cv Margurita lose significant pod set with spray-
topping ryegrass compared to Cadiz or Santorini. Weed control 
research for pasture mixes is an ongoing priority. 

Pasture phases for crop based rotations - some key messages 

John Blake, R&D Consultant 

Summer sown Margurita serradella pod (January) outper-

formed other systems including twin sowing – John Hood  

The performance of a precision planter 

for sowing Serradella (3kg/Ha) and Cano-

la (0.5 Kg/Ha) in 2015 trials demonstrat-

ed plant establishment efficiency im-

provements >35% and potential ways to 

improve our current seeders. (Canola 

seed and Pasture seed). – Peter Diprose  

Margurita Serradella Precision 

Planted in April 2015 in non-

wetting sandplain  

Left Plot: Mixed Pasture species plus Saia oats had 
highest total feedstock 

Right Plot: Margurita Serradella had very low total 
production in decile 10 season 

2016 – third year pod set in 
Santorini –effect of high pod 
set in year 1 (wet sown vs dry 
sown in 2014) – Ashton Hood  
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The month of June sees the completion of SCF’s two snail projects—the GRDC RCSN funded ‘Effective baiting options for the 

control of conical snails in the Albany port zone’ and the COGGO funded ‘Snails and slugs mitigation research for Great  

Southern Farmers’.  Both projects were initiated in response to SCF members’ concerns over the damage caused by snails to 

emerging crops, and to the tightening of CBH receival standards for barley. 

Effective baiting options for the control of conical snails in the Albany port zone 

This project had 2 sub-projects. The first was a survey of growers conducted to investigate current baiting practices for snails 

and slugs in the southern agricultural zone.  The survey was developed with the aid of other local grower groups, CBH and  

DAFWA and covered a range of topics on baiting practices.  The main findings from the survey are; 

• Most growers with snails used baits at least once per year 

• Most baits were applied post-seeding with a spreader 

• 60 per cent of growers were uncertain about bait efficacy for small conical snails  

The second part of the GRDC project investigated baiting strategies for the control of small conical snails.  Caged trials were 
conducted to determine snail bait preferences and best-bet options for testing in the field.  The field trials tested 2 different 
bait options (rainfast metaldehyde and non-rainfast metaldehyde) compared to a nil baiting treatment, at 4 different times of 
baiting—post-harvest, pre-seeding, pre-emergent and post-emergent.  The trials were done at 3 different locations—
Kendenup on forest gravels, Woogenellup on Kalgan loams and Wellstead on south coast sandplain.  Unfortunately due to dry 
conditions and therefore lack of snail numbers, no conclusions could be drawn from results at the Kendenup site.  The main 
findings from the caged and remaining field trials are; 

• Snails don’t actively seek out baits, they appear to only come across baits randomly. 

• Snails will feed on baits if they come across them. 

• Caged trials show the number of bait points is important and not the formulation or the amount of active ingredient in 
the baits – the more bait points the better the kill. 

• Iron based baits and metaldehyde based baits cause similar mortalities in small pointed snail.  There was no difference 
in the iron based formulations causing mortality.  Within the metaldehyde range there were some differences between 
products, with Deadline, Defender, Delicia, Farmalinx, Meta and Metakill causing over 95% mortality.  

• In the field, less snails were found in plots with baits applied 2 or less weeks prior to crop germination. Baits applied 4 or 
more weeks prior to crop germination, need to be reapplied to suppress snail damage to germinating crops.  

• Baiting late in April with Metarex (rainfast metaldehyde bait) led to a better kill at each of the field sites.  

 

Snails and slugs mitigation research for Great Southern Farmers 

This project involved the formation of a Snails and Slugs taskforce involving members 
from several southern agricultural zone grower groups, CBH and DAFWA.  The  
taskforce worked together to collect and disseminate information and resources to 
better enable growers to develop integrated snail management programs on their 
farms, and was led by SCF.  The project also supported a number of ‘snail and slug’ 
events or workshops, including the successful ‘Snail Forum’ held by SCF at the Green 
Range Country Club in August 2016, where leading snail researcher, Michael Nash, 
from South Australia, and local DAFWA entomologist, Svetlana Micic, presented 
alongside SCF members dealing with snails on their own farms, Scott Smith and John 
Howard, and SCF agronomist, Jake McGuire. 

The project also produced the first Snail Management Guide for WA Farmers.  This 
guide pulls together the latest information and local trial results to provide growers 
with information to develop integrated snail management strategies for their farms.  
It will be a valuable resource for growers wanting to control snails on-farm.  Printed 
copies are available for members, please contact Kathi McDonald at the SCF office if 
you would like a copy sent out. An electronic copy of the guide is also available. 

Snails continue to be of ongoing concern to SCF members and as such we will be  
continuing to investigate better methods of control early in the season, and look at 
improved methods of preventing contamination at harvest.  We hope to develop  
future projects on these issues.  

Snail Projects Wrap Up 

Kathi McDonald, Snail Project Officer 
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Annual Ryegrass 

16 samples of annual ryegrass were collected from the following locations by SCF members or John Blake as part of SCF  

projects. The localities tested were Frankland, Woogenellup, Amelup, South Stirlings, Kendenup and Kamballup.  

Results 

16 annual ryegrass samples were tested for herbicide resistance to the following pre-emergent chemicals. 

Atrazine – No resistance detected  

Trifluralin – No resistance detected  

Boxer Gold – No resistance detected  

The following knock-downs and grass selectives were also tested for herbicide resistance in annual ryegrass using industry 

standard thresholds. 

Round-up, 15 tests – No resistance detected  

Gramoxone, 16 tests – No resistance detected  

Select 16 tests, – No resistance detected  

Factor 15 tests, – No resistance detected  

NB: One test for Factor was not able to be completed because they had run out of annual ryegrass seed. One test for Round-up 

was not able to be tested because the annual ryegrass seed did not germinate. 

The summary of results for the ryegrass resistance testing conducted in 2016 by SCF members and John Blake was very  
positive. There was no herbicide resistance detected in annual ryegrass for the seven herbicides mentioned. Achieving positive 
results such as these does not mean we relax our attitude to managing herbicide resistance. It means we have not  
encountered resistance yet! The evolution of herbicide resistance is inevitable and farmers should be assuming they will  
encounter it in the future. Management of herbicide resistance is about slowing down the evolutionary process through all the 
techniques that you can feasibly use. You should always be trying to drive your weed seed bank down.  
 
Click on the following link if you would like to get further information on ways to reduce your weed seed bank  

https://weedsmart.org.au/    

Wild radish  

Table 2: Summary of the herbicide resistance testing done within the Stirlings to Coast membership base in 2016 on wild  

radish (raphanus raphanistrum). Explanations of the numbers and percentages are described below. The localities tested were 

Frankland and Kendenup. 

 

Note: 
No resistance detected 
0-10%  
Developing resistance 
10.1%-20.0%  
Resistant >20% 
 
 
 
 

There were only two herbicide resistance screening tests done on wild radish in 2016. Firstly, the Bromoxynil data should be 

viewed with caution. John Broster from Charles Sturt University said this in a recent email “Just a note, both of the wild radish 

samples have been classified as resistant to bromoxynil, last year we had the same results for some samples to bromoxynil and 

when they were re-tested in the cooler weather they were controlled so there may be a temperature influence on the level of 

control”. Brodal (500g/L Diflufenican) only just reaches the threshold to be classified as developing resistance in one of the two 

samples. However, the second sample is strongly resistant to Brodal. Intervix was found to be “resistant” in both the wild  

radish samples tested. The results, although from a small sample size, are much more alarming than the annual ryegrass data. 

It is important than we, as a group, continue to test for herbicide resistance for these two keys weeds of WA cropping systems. 

By collating our herbicide testing as a group, we can obtain a cheaper price per individual and the information gained is useful 

for the whole SCF membership base. 

SCF herbicide resistance testing results from 2016 

Nathan Dovey, R&D Coordinator 

Testing number Intervix Brodal Atrazine 24D Amine Roundup Bromoxynil 

170247 50% 7% 0% 0% 0% 50% 

170248 21% 11% 0% 0% 0% 29% 

       

No resistance detected 0 1 2 2 2 0 

Developing resistance 0 1 0 0 0 1 

Resistant 2 0 0 0 0 1 

Total tested 2 2 2 2 2 2 

http://weedsmart.org.au/
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Kikuyu pastures make a valuable contribution to forage production across the south coast and have proven to be useful at filling the  
summer autumn feed gap resulting in increased stocking rates and a reduction in supplementary feed. Furthermore, they reduce soil  
erosion and use more water helping to reduce deep drainage and salinity. However a number of management challenges have become 
evident. Foremost amongst these are improving the annual legume content and increasing production.  
 
A companion legume is an essential component of a productive kikuyu pasture which provides nitrogen to drive grass production, deliver 
additional dry matter particularly in winter and to increase feed quality during the growing season. Many producers across the south 
coast struggle to maintain adequate legume content in their kikuyu pastures leading to increases in supplementary feed during winter, 
reduced grass yield and lost profit. Previous research has found that an adequate legume seed bank, red legged earth mite control,  
sufficient soil fertility and intensive pre-season grazing are required to maintain or lift legume content. However even if these tactics are 
employed in some seasons many producers fail to establish legumes. Kikuyu, particularly in drier years is so competitive for soil moisture 
following the break of season that germinating legume seedlings fail to survive as a consequence of a kikuyu induced drought.  
 
Our research project funded by DAFWA and MLA trialled novel techniques for supressing kikuyu competition following the season break, 
methods to successfully establish legumes in kikuyu swards and alternative legumes that may be more competitive or provide more feed 
particularly during the winter. We reached the following conclusions based on the results from multiple field trials across the south coast; 
 

• Subterranean clover remains the best companion legume for kikuyu 

• Serradella is a good option for deep sands (possibly a mix of French and yellow serradella) 

• Legume content can be increased post break of season using a grass selective (e.g. 0.5 to 1L/ha Clethodim) assuming an adequate seed 
bank 

• If sowing a legume suppress kikuyu and drill in the seed do not broadcast 

• Serradella can be sown as pod in summer or seed in winter with equal success 

• Kikuyu suppresses problem weeds to a greater extent than we previously thought, if suppressed with a chemical weeds such as silver 
grass can become problematic therefore it is critical to control weeds beforehand 

• Nitrogenous fertiliser application (25 kgN/ha) can increase kikuyu growth in autumn and winter but it is better to drive winter  
production with a legume 

• If your legume seed bank is low sowing subterranean clover or annual ryegrass will increase your winter production, in a suppressed 
kikuyu sward 

• Woolly pod vetch can dramatically increase production in winter, but there is some management questions to be answered for this  
species including the risk of toxicity if stock consume the pods or seed. 

 
If the current tactics, adequate legume seed bank, red legged earth mite control, sufficient soil fertility and intensive pre-season grazing, 
fail to maintain legume content in your kikuyu pasture we recommend the use of chemical suppression with a grass selective in poor  
clover years. This is a simple and cheap solution that can provide on average an increase in gross margin of $40 per ha.  

Paul Sanford, Ron Master and Eric Dobbe, DAFWA Albany 

 
Improving the legume content and winter performance of  

kikuyu pastures  

Impact of suppression with grass selective clethodim 
(0.5 L/ha) on clover content in a kikuyu pastures at 
Porongurup’s trial site in August 2015. No  
suppression on the left, plus suppression on the 
right.  

For further information contact Paul Sanford at the 

Albany DAFWA office on Phone 98928475 Email 

paul.sanford@agric.wa.gov.au  
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Farmanco Marketing – Wheat Strategy 2017  

                        Don McTaggart, Mae Connelly and Ryan Duane  

Global wheat stocks are forecast to increase in 2017/18t to a record high of 258.3mmt. Although world production will fall 
by 15.2mmt, a sharp decline in demand leads to the stocks increase. Unless there is a significant production issue in 2017, it 
is difficult to see a sustained rally in wheat prices.  
 
Strategy – 2016/17 (Old Season)  
Strong shipping pace, tighter local old season stock and a dry start to the new season has recently contributed to moderate 
price support for most old season grades.  
 
The price (and spread) for ASW1, AGP1 and APW2 have improved the most. For example, the APW1 / ASW1 Kwinana spread 
was more than $25/t at harvest, now it is less than $5/t. This has created a good opportunity to finalise sales of old crop 
wheat of lower grades. 
 
Unfortunately, we have not seen similar movements for the higher protein grades. Currently the spot months on Chicago 
and Kansas are trading at parity, which partly explains the moderate spread between APW1 and H2. It is difficult to see the 
spread widening significantly given current futures values, although there is some concern with the US HRW wheat crop. 
 
Similarly, the noodle spread has remained fairly constant in response to last year’s record crop and ample supply. Again, it is 
hard to see a strong rally unless the trade become concerned over new season supply. 
 
Consider finalising sales over June and July on any small rallies. Alternatively consider holding a portion of grain to protect 
against new season dryness. Be mindful of shipping demand post July in your respective port zone. 
 
Strategy – 2017/18 (New Season)  
 
Prices have been trading around $260/t FIS over May, 
which is the bottom 25% of prices over the last 10 years. 
However current fundamentals indicate a price rally is 
unlikely unless there is a major production issue.  
 
Given this outlook, consideration should be given to 
commencing or adding to sales in the short term or on 
any price rally or spike. We are currently recommending 
targeting sales at $270/t FIS or better for MG wheat Kwi 
(spreads to other zones) for a portion of expected  
production.  
 
As always, only make sales as production risk allows. 
There are still large parts of the state that need rain. If 
this is the case then hold on sales, or sell only a  
conservative portion of production.  
 
How the WA season unfolds over the next few weeks 
may have a significant influence on price (and basis) direction. It may present opportunities with growers fortunate enough 
have received adequate rainfall to get a good germination and crop establishment and have moisture profiles combine.  
 
Dec-17 AUD swaps are currently being bid at around $230/t. Given implied basis, our preference is to look to sell cash over 
swaps in the current market should production allow. Should swaps values rally closer to $250/t and/or basis softens - swaps 
should be considered. 
 
If local conditions improve and there are no issues elsewhere, risk is to the downside. Have in place targets and dates to  
review over the next few months, and consider making sales to protect to the downside. 
 
Note budgeted prices and break-even values. If the price at the time is profitable (factoring in your current estimated yield), 
and production allows, consider additional sales at recommended targets and on any rally. 
 
The experienced Farmanco Marketing team provide year-round advice on reducing risk and protecting profits. Contact us 
on (08) 9295 0222, marketing@farmanco.com.au or via www.farmanco.com.au. You can also find us on Facebook or  
follow us on Twitter (@Farmanco).  

mailto:marketing@farmanco.com.au
http://www.farmanco.com.au
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     Don’t let scammers hit your back pocket! 

Introducing Matt Stenhouse... 

Hi, my name is Matt Stenhouse and I am CBH Group’s Business Relationship Manager (BRM) based in Albany. Previous to 
this, I have worked out of CBH’s Avon office in Northam for the last 3 years, in the same BRM role, covering ‘Kwinana West’. 
The business saw a need for another contact point in the Albany zone and I am excited to be relocating to Albany with my 
wife and daughter.  

I look forward to meeting growers throughout my area and assisting with all of 
your grain marketing, fertiliser and financial product enquiries.  I am also keen to 
learn about farming in the Great Southern, along with the issues and challenges 
that growers in the southern part of the Albany zone face. I look forward to CBH’s 
continued support and involvement with the Stirling’s to Coast Farmers group and 
meeting you all soon!   

 

Matt Stenhouse 

P (08) 9845 5523 

E Matthew.Stenhouse@cbh.com.au  

Tony York, President of WAFarmers, would like to share 
with you his experience, in the hope that you can avoid 
similar situations, following a recent situation in which he 
found himself in the middle of an internet scam. 
 
Following a recent situation in which I found myself in the 
middle of an internet scam which will likely cost me over 
$20,000, I urge WAFarmers Members, the wider agricultural 
community and anyone who pays invoices to remain vigilant 
to this unscrupulous behaviour. 
 
We regularly deal with suppliers via email, and send and 
receive invoices this way. We received an invoice by email 
with a notification on the paperwork to please note their 
new bank details, which were provided in the email. Our 
accountant updated the bank details and paid the invoice as 
usual. 
 
After several calls from the supplier asking why we had not 
paid, the fraud was discovered when we sent back a copy of 
the original invoice and they noticed the incorrect bank  
details. They informed us that this was not the invoice they 
sent out and further investigation revealed that the invoice 
somehow had been intercepted before we received it, the 
banking details altered and then sent onto us for payment. 
This all happened in approximately a 13 minute period. 
 
We promptly notified the banks and an attempt to recall the 
funds was instigated, as was a police investigation. Sadly, 

there may be little hope of recovering the funds as the bank 
account details we were given are likely to be connected to 
an overseas account. 
 
This is apparently quite a common crime and we all need to 
protect themselves against these risks. One of the ways to 
do this is to make sure your software protection is current, 
and regularly change your passwords. 
 
If you receive a notification of a bank account change, it is a 
good idea to call the company and verbally check this is  
genuine.  
 
Article from Australian Farmers website. 
 

mailto:Matthew.Stenhouse@cbh.com.au
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The Board  

The following are members of the Stirlings to Coast Farmers Board. This group 

meet regularly and guide the events and research priorities for the group. They 

appreciate input from the wider membership and can be contacted on the  

numbers listed below : 

• Derek Curwen 9854 3012 or 0428 543 012  (Chairperson) 

• Jon Beasley 0427 552 206 

• Tracy Bradshaw 0499 477 013 

• Ken Drummond 9854 1033 or 0427 541 033  

• John Howard 0428 543 004  

• Darren Moir 0428 279 256 

• Andrew Slade 9852 4096 or 0433 779 426  

• Scott Smith 9847 7043 or 0429 466 037  

• Mal Thomson 9854 3038 or 0428 543 038  

• Clare Webster 0427 555 981 (Events West) 

 

Office Staff 

• Christine Kershaw - Chief Executive Officer 0429 236 729 

• Heather Adams - Finance Officer 0428 541 051  

• Kathi McDonald - Communications Officer 0408 418 531 

• Eva Bett - Office Manager 0408 905 368 

• Nathan Dovey - R&D Coordinator 0429 468 030 

• John Blake - R & D Consultant  0438 761 950 

• Jake McGuire - Senior Research Agronomist 0437 407 517 

• Victoria Bennett - Livestock Extension Officer 0428 171 285 

• Alaina Smith - Grains R&D 0438 986 404 

Photo Gallery 

Thank you also to 

our Silver Sponsors 

Southern TOOL & FASTENER CO. 

 

WOOL AGENCY CO PTY LTD 

Host farmer, Kate’s, 
dog checking out the 
progress of the dual 
purpose wheat trials!  

The view from the noodle wheat trial at 

Slattery’s isn’t too bad at all! 


