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Events for your Calendar 
 
 

Thursday 20th March 
 

Regional Crop Update and SCF AGM at 
Kendenup Lodge - see pages 5 & 6 for 

more information 
 
 

Thursday 3rd April 
 

GRDC Half Day Technology Workshop 
(Venue and start time to be finalised) 

 
 

Thursday 17th April 
 

SCF Management Committee  
Meeting at Kamballup Hall - 1.00pm 

 
 

 

 

Jottings from the Chair  

 
 
 

Well it looks like the roadshow is off 
again with another season fast  
approaching. I do hope all members 
had a bit of a break going into the New Year. 
 
The Stirlings to Coast committee had their first meeting on the 
17 February to start planning for 2014.  
The herbicide resistance results will be out in mid May for those 
who participated in this. 
Scerotinia will be a focus for this year with co ownership of  
results.  
MLA have come on board and we will be running a joint Grain 
and Graze trial with new serradellas, clovers and ryegrass. This 
should be very interesting come the field day in September.  
 
The Stirlings to Coast farmers are running the 2014 Crop  
Updates in Kendenup on Thursday 20 March, so I hope you 
can make it as the subjects discussed are all relevant to our 
area. 
 
Lastly I would like to thank the committee for all their work  
during the year. Let’s hope we have another year like the last 
with the early start and a good finish. 
 

          John 

 Autumn 2014  
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What are your priorities in R&D? 
 

John Blake SCF R&D Coordinator  
Mobile: 0438 761950 

 

There is a short summary of some of the projects and trials proposed with 
the researchers and collaborating organisations in Table 1 (over the page). 
 
Do you have priorities in the areas below and would you consider getting involved in 
the investigatory work with trial sites etc?: Contact Heather Adams or John Blake   
 
1. Soils: amelioration of physical (e.g. claying, delving etc.), chemical (e.g. soil acidity 
and lime efficacy etc.) and biological (e.g. Rhizobia etc) properties of Southern soils? 
 

The Stirlings to Coast Farmers Committee has gained some key projects with research funders  
including Soil acidity and efficacy of Lime investigating lime quality and management of topsoil and 
subsoil pH (sub soil constraints). Funding is aimed at Lime Efficiency and systems for achieving  
efficiency with GRDC and South Coast NRM. Also SCF is supporting on farm testing, trials and  
establishing a database for members collating and sharing growers’ test results of lime supplied.  
 

See table over the page for some of the other investigations in soil amelioration. 
 

2. Crops and the Cropping systems: Cereals, Oilseeds, Legumes – varieties and  
agronomy? 
 

Broad-scale variety testing with support from seed companies: this complements the small plot NVT 
testing and enables improved assessment of likely whole paddock performance of forthcoming  
varieties. The membership may get involved in variety bulk ups for test marketing if our area will  
benefit. 
 

See list over page for some of the variety specific agronomy work happening in our area (section 2).  
 

The focus in the Cropping systems work is what are the best pasture phases to drive cropping rotations 
(see section 4 in table below). 
 

3. Crop Protection: Management of weeds, diseases and insects? 
 

Herbicide Resistance Management Systems are a significant focus with members undertaking over 
70 paddock tests in 2013 and a workshop on the results is proposed. Cereal disease trials plus  
development of the Spore trap network for a new early warning system are also a critical focus.  
 

4. Grazing Systems, Pastures and Livestock? 
 

The SCF has gained funding for three projects in the priority area of pasture phases for driving the 
cropping rotations and livestock productivity (see table over page). 
 

 GRDC project on value of pasture phases for driving cropping rotations 
 MLA project on best pasture phases for driving livestock productivity in rotations 
 Grain and Graze 3 project: Better management of pastures in cropping rotations 
 

5. Other: Grain marketing trials, workshops and market research? 

Thank You To Our  Agency Partners 
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What are your priorities in R&D?      Continued... 
 

Table 1: Stirlings to Coast Farmers Inc. Some of the proposed R&D in 2014 

Thank You To Our  Agency Partners 

1.Soils: amelioration including physical, chemical, biological SCF Growers  * 

Soil water and crop decision tools 
J. Lemon Land-
mark 

South Stirling, Tenterden 

Fertilisers on non wetting soils +/- clay CSBP K Gundill, Scott Smith, Brendan Dovey, 

Lime rates and impact on subsoil acidity Greg Mengler Greg Mengler 

Soil amelioration Delving and mouldboard Derk Bakker Clint Willis, Mark Slattery +Gunwarrie 

Treatment of sodic hard setting soils Gypsum Martin Wiehl Martin Weihl 

Soil acidity and efficacy of Lime: lime quality and 

topsoil and subsoil pH (sub soil constraints). Lime Effi-
ciency and systems for achieving efficiency 

Stirlings to Coast 
Farmers Inc. 

Working Group plus industry. Lime effi-
ciency Chris Gazey and SCNRM. Sharing  of 
Lime test results by members. 

2. Crops and Cropping systems: Cereals, Oilseeds, Legumes - varieties 

Broad-scale variety testing with support from seed com-
panies . 

SCF Trials 
SCF growers   Main aim will be to test need 
for extra inputs in cross treatments 

Testing Canola varieties and systems Continuing small 
plot research & broad-scale tests 

Pioneer Peter 
Bostock 

Scott Smith. South Stirlings, Ken Drummond 
(PAT trial) plus West sites 

Testing Pac Seed Canola varieties and systems Trials on 
stacked RR TT canola systems, R, D and E. Sites. 

Pac Seeds Mitch 
Tuffley 

 Agrisearch 

NVT’s National Contract testing of varieties Contractors someone else (GM canola),  Scott Smith 

Barley Variety by agronomy: Jake McGuire. Link to Broad-scale test sites 

Oat and Barley Agronomy trials Raj Malik West Mt Barker 

3. Crop Protection: Weeds, Diseases and insects- incl. spray technology 

Herbicide Resistance Management Systems: Bayer 
Prosaro (3rd generation triazole) Velocity, Evergol 
Prime, Bayer hybrid canola. 

Bayer: Craig White, 
Glen Bergersen- Bayer 
(HR testing) 

Derek Curwen: Herbicide resistance trials. 
Mark Adams: Evergol Prime tests, Seed 
coating tests 

Barley disease trials. Plus development of the Spore 
trap network for early warning system 

DAFWA: Kith Jayasena 
Trials with Mick Moir, Greg Baum, Mark 
Adams and Mark Wood 

R&D root disease management, Field Diagnostics DAFWA: Huberli Based on RLN observations in 2013 

RLN investigations Sarah Collins DAFWA Smith family 

Mutations in metabolic processes. Syngenta Paul Chatfield- Monitoring in Boxer Gold test paddocks, 

Trials on managing Herb. resistance. Firebreaks: Sally Peltzer DAWA Chemical fallow : SCF growers 

Spray technology - Spray efficacy trials: GRDC 
Andrew Storrey/Bill 
Gordon Consulting 

Chris Kirkwood and other SCF growers 

Weed seed resistance testing- Testing labs Plans for 2014 Spring tests with SCF 

Single chemical tests: trial/demo work  Bevan Addison Kendenup 

4. Grazing Systems, Pastures and Livestock  

Legume pasture phases in rotations – SCF /GRDC: John Blake Jeff Stoney. 

Pasture systems for livestock productivity- MLA – John Blake John and Ashton Hood 

MLA study (prime lamb focus with optimal worm control strategies). MLA / DAFWA Brown Besier: 

GRDC Grain & Graze project –phase 3. Perry Dolling 
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One of the deficiencies in the SCF area is a lack of longer -term 
lime trials. Many set up in the past in other areas are yielding 
valuable information. These have been farmer strips,  
accurately located for monitoring and measurement in future 
years. It is relatively simple to set up strips but a few details 
will ensure the long-term value of the trial. It is especially  
valuable to share and exchange information with other SCF 
members on similar soil types. 
 

Rates 
Choose at least three rates including a nil, what you normally 
use now (at least 1.5 to 2.5 tonnes per hectare) and double or 
treble that rate. 
 

Plot size 
Plots should be two spreader runs to get at least one full width 
of a rate between consecutive runs if you drive to the spreader 
run lines, three runs is better to get at least one header width 
on each plot from normal paddock harvesting. Harvesting one 
run from the centre of each plot is best for yield info and  
sampling but is more messing around. Best to make plot length 
the full paddock width but minimum of 200 m long plots for 
harvest measurements. 
 

Replication and randomisation 
Three replicates if possible and randomised rates, a different 
order for each replication. 
 

Recording details 
Record the source of lime, the rates used and any analyses you 
have from website or your own testing of material used. 
Please keep a 5 kg sample somewhere in a well labelled, 
sturdy, long term container like a dry plastic drum – just in 
case. Put a tag inside the drum too. Bags disintegrate. 
Record the GPS locations of the trial runs, both electronically 
and a written record. Make a good map of the site with details 
of run width, length of runs and offset from fences. 
 

Locating plots in future 
GPS seems easy but go belt and braces - peg the runs back to a 
fence line that is likely to remain, boundary or laneway fence. 
Make a note of whether you are marking the run lines or plot 
edges. 
 

Measuring initial soil status 
At least one set of bulked profile samples from the whole site 
to depth. Three or four layers 0-10, 10-20, 20–30 (at least) and 
30-40 and 40-50 cm if you have the energy. Better to do three 
profile sets, one for each rep area to get an idea of variation 
across the site. 
 

“The paddock guide to PA trials” is a good outline for doing 
farm trials. 
http://www.gga.org.au/files/
files/1062_PA_trials_How_to_Brochure.pdf  ...(take care 
6.5MB) 
 
Contact John Blake if you would like some field assistance 

and follow up with sampling.  

 

SCF cooperative 

lime analyses 

 
“I’ll show you mine if you show me yours” 

 
Stirlings to Coast Farmers will set up collated 
analyses of lime delivered to members. Many 
growers in the area are testing delivered lime for 
particle size and neutralising value. SCF is keen 
that members are able to share the results,  
saving the guesswork and duplication of testing. 
 
The proposal is that growers continue to sample 
and pay for testing lime delivered and results 
are sent to John Blake for collation and available 
from him. john@blakeshare.com 
 
Two WA laboratories are accredited to perform 
the Lime WA Inc. analysis which includes water 
content, particle size, neutralising values and 
calcium and magnesium content. Be sure to 
specify the Lime WA test so you get comparable 
informative tests. 
 

ChemCentre 

PO Box 1250 

Bentley WA 6983 

 
 
Feb 2014 cost per sample is $500 plus GST 
(ChemCentre are not known for speedy analysis 
results) 
 
Agrifood Technology  
(Malinda Shoosmith) 
38 Clark Court, Bibra Lake, WA 6163, Australia 
 
Tel: 08 9418 0247 Fax: 08 9418 7838 
Mob: +61 439 026 407 
 
Feb 2014 AgriFood cost per sample is $225 plus 
GST with a 10 day turnaround. 
 
Sampling protocol is important to ensure  
confidence in results. 
 
Use a trenching shovel or length of steel tube to 

dig into the load, collecting about 15 kg total 

from various points around the heap. The large  

sample is then mixed thoroughly before splitting 

repeatedly by pouring the sample across the 

point where two buckets placed against each 

other touch until about 1 kg remains which is 

t: (0)8 9422 9800 

f: (0)8 9422 9801 

e: enquiries@chemcentre.wa.gov.au 

Protocol for setting up farmer lime strip trials:  
Jeremy Lemon and John Blake 

http://www.gga.org.au/files/files/1062_PA_trials_How_to_Brochure.pdf
http://www.gga.org.au/files/files/1062_PA_trials_How_to_Brochure.pdf
mailto:john@blakeshare.com
mailto:enquiries@chemcentre.wa.gov.au
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The Stirlings to Coast 
Farmers AGM will be 
held on Thursday 20 
March during the  
Regional Crop  
Update at the Kendenup  
Country Club. 
 
Committee members Ken  
Drummond, Mark Adams, Derek 
Curwen, Shane Greenslade and 
Steven Hall have completed their 
2 year terms and are eligible to 
be renominated.   
 
Nominations can be sent to 
Heather by email, and will also be 
accepted from the floor during 
the meeting. 

 

 

   Heather is    

 Retiring 

 
I have been working for 

Stirlings to Coast  

Farmers since the group 

was formed in February 

2009.  It has been a  

fantastic journey being a part of the process of growing a 

new group into the strong and vibrant organization that it is 

today.  Now it is time for me to hand over to someone new, 

someone with the enthusiasm and skills to assist with taking 

Stirlings to Coast Farmers to the next level.   

 

It has been a privilege to work with a such a dynamic group 

of farmers ably supported by sponsor representatives,  

researchers and agency partners.   

 

Special mention must go to Jeremy Lemon DAFWA who’s 

assistance over the last 5 years has been invaluable. 

 

There are a number of people within the groups membership 

who would be more than capable of taking on this position so 

we are asking through the newsletter first of all for  

expressions of interest.  It is a work from home, paid  

position with flexible working hours.  Please contact me for 

more information if you are interested in becoming the next  

Executive Officer of Stirlings to Coast Farmers. 

 

Heather Adams 

Retirement 

Notice 

  Introducing Donna Skerris and Rebecca Allen 

Introducing Donna (nee Altham) Skerris and Rebecca Allen in the role of Business Relationship Managers for Albany South/

Lakes region. 
 

Donna is re commencing her position as Business Relationship Manager after Maternity Leave and some of you will need no 
further introduction. Donna is job sharing with Rebecca and will be working on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday. 

Rebecca is new to CBH Group and was previously employed as a Rural Service Officer by the Federal Government for the 
WA Drought Pilot for several years, covering the area from Coolup to Walpole and out to Hyden.  Rebecca will be working on 

Wednesday, Thursday and Friday. 
 

Both Donna and Rebecca will work on Wednesdays to ensure there is a seamless transfer between days. Both staff are 
based in Lake Grace. 

 
They  look forward  to getting involved in your region’s activities and meeting with you soon to discuss how we may assist you 

with your marketing needs this harvest.  In the meantime, please don’t hesitate to give either of them a call to discuss any of 
the above or anything in particular concerning CBH Group.  
 
Business Relationship  Managers - Albany Sth/Lakes 
 

Phone: 08 98902311   Email: donna.skerris@cbh.com.au or Rebecca.allen@cbh.com.au 
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On Friday 21st February 13 keen participants attended a “Farm Office Efficiencies” workshop in Mt 
Barker, run by Partners in Grain.   
We varied in age and experience, and in what we expected to learn from the day, but we all came away 
feeling it was time well spent and enthusiastic about making improvements when we got home.  
The course was developed by people who manage farm offices, and was well presented by Janet 
Buegge who came from a farming background herself.  The first task was for each of us to truthfully 
answer a series of questions about how our current farm office operates.  For someone like me who 
can’t see the desk for piles of paperwork that I am constantly rifling through, and a cashbook that is 
never up to date (hence the marathons at the last minute to get the BAS done) this was a bit  
challenging!   
  
We then went on to cover a range of topics including -  
 Office layout and how important it is to have a space that is enjoyable as well as productive to 

spend time in. 
 How essential it is to have good office equipment – don’t rely on having to use the paper punch 

from the kids pencil case! 
 Developing office procedures so that all involved can follow the procedures and effectively com-

plete tasks. 
 Having a good filing system so that information can be stored easily and and retrieved easily for 

future reference. 
 Filing little and often is the secret ( definitely one of my take home messages!!). 
 Regular farm meetings as an important way of keeping all members of the team up to date with 

what is happening. 
 We also talked about how to manage the hundreds of emails that hit the inbox each week,  and 

the fact that there is not the need anymore to keep as much information in hard copy such as 
pamphlets and newsletters, as much of it can be found on the internet. 

  
A very good workshop and the gold star award for 
putting all that learning into action definitely goes 
to Judy Hunt (pictured).  In the week following 
Judy’s office was completely gutted, with half the 
contents thrown into the trailer parked outside 
the window.  The walls got a new coat of paint and 
then the office layout was completely changed 
including an updated filing system.     
 
What a bloody fantastic effort!  Unfortunately I 
have to say that as yet I have made absolutely no 
progress in my office, but Judy has given me  
something to aspire to! 
 

Review by Heather Adams 
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Free Half Day Technology Workshop 

Thursday 3 April 2014 

How is social media relevant to your farm and how to get the most of out of your smart 

device. 

Topics Include: 

 Smart Devices: capabilities, pros and cons, security and privacy 
 Social Media: How they can be useful to farmers using Twitter, YouTube and G+ as an  
        example 
 Cloud Computing: what is it, when might it be useful, what should I consider using Dropbox, 

Google Drive and Evernote as an example 
 Apps: What are good apps for farmers, how do I find out about apps and how can I tell if 

they're worthwhile? 
 Telstra Demonstration: How can you maximise Internet connectivity in your home, office and 

out in the paddock 
 NBN update: What's happening and what does it mean for this region 

 

Bring your Apple/Android smart phone and or tablet along to: 

 Source and download demonstrated apps, looking at how they may be applied on farm 
 Get hands on experience at using Twitter and setting up a social media manger to receive  
        agricultural information that interests you 
 Use the G+ "Digital Ready Grain Growers" community to continue learning and sharing  
        information after the workshop 

 

Please be aware that this workshop will be of most value to those with Apple/Android 

technology as there are more apps available for these technologies at present. 

 
RSVP: Heather Adams email heatheradams.ohcg@bigpond.com  
or mobile  0428 541051  

 

  Venue and start time still to be finalised. 
ASAP 

mailto:heatheradams.ohcg@bigpond.com
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Please let Heather know if you are  interested so we can work out where best to hold the  workshop. 
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Thank you also to our 

Tier 2 Sponsors 

The Management Committee  

The following are members of the Stirlings to Coast Farmers  

Management Committee.  This group meet regularly and guide the 

events and research priorities for the group.  They appreciate input 

from the wider membership and can be contacted on the numbers 

listed below : 

 John Hood 98477034 or 0427 960950 (Chairperson) 

 Mal Thomson 98543038 or 0428 543038  

 Mark Adams 98541051 or 0428 910853 

 Derek Curwen 98543012 or 0428 543012 

 Ken Drummond 98541033 or 0427 541033 

 Shane Greenslade 98542018 or 0428 542048 

 Steve Hall 98472001 or 0428 472001 

 Greg Mengler 98517212 or 0428 910914 

 Scott Smith 98477043 or 0429 466037 

 Jeff Stoney 98471011 or 0427 471011 

 Mark Slattery 98477054 or 0458 477053 

 Martin Wiehl 98541056 or 0447 197520 

 Jeremy Lemon - Senior Development Officer DAFWA  98928413 

 Brent Pritchard - Agronomist Farmanco 0488 428333  

 

Monitoring and 

Evaluation at 

Harvest Time 

Cutting stems to  
assess canola  
disease levels 

Cross treatment across varieties shows the 
value of fungicide sprays 


