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Spring 2018 

Jottings from the Chair 

Well, what a rollercoaster of a season 2018 has 

been so far. Some SCF areas only had their break of 

the season in early August, which is far from good 

for those members. At least it has rained finally, 

unlike the farmers on the eastern sea-board. After a 

slow start areas to the north west of Albany are  

progressing nicely and it’s exciting to see the rare 

mixture of high prices and high yield potential .  

For those suffering a poorer than average season, 

the high grain, meat and wool prices are cause for optimism. One thing for sure is, 

none of us know what the weather will do or have any control over it. Here’s  

hoping that we have a long and wet spring because that will be beneficial to all 

farmers in the area. 

I’d like to take this opportunity to thank our outgoing board members Tracey  

Bradshaw, John Howard, Andrew Slade and Scott Smith for time and effort they 

have contributed to SCF over the years.  All are passionate farmers and community 

leaders and I hope you all take great pride in your contributions.  

On August the 16th, SCF held their annual general meeting at the Mean Fiddler in 

Albany. Nominations of two new board members were accepted on the night. We 

would like to welcome Ian Evans and Mark Preston to the board of Stirlings to 

Coast Farmers. Many of you would know Ian because he has been an agricultural 

consultant in Albany for many years. Ian brings a wealth of knowledge, experience, 

and integrity, which will add to our board nicely. 

Mark Preston farms with his extended family, which includes his wife Michelle and 

their young daughter, in the Cranbrook shire. Mark, his brother Neil & family plus 

parents David and Lorraine, run a mixed farming enterprise consisting of sheep and 

cropping. 

Additionally, Mark and his brother Neil, head north every year to complete a  

contract swathing run, mostly in the Geraldton zone. The addition of Mark to the 

board gives SCF a greater balance of board members from the western and eastern 

areas of the catchment. We welcome our new board members Mark and Ian. 

At the time of writing, our fearless leader Christine, is on a well-earned holiday in 

Greece. I would also like to take the opportunity to thank Christine for her tireless 

efforts in growing and shaping this group in the last 12 months. The group has 

grown immensely in this time and Christine can take large amount of credit for this.  

Continued on page 2... 

SCF Events For Your Calendar 

 

September 19 GRDC Western Panel Visit 
 

September 27 SCF Spring Field Day 

Nathan Dovey 0429 468 030 

IN THIS ISSUE… 

 

Jottings from the Chair          1 

CEO Update               2 

R&D Trials Update            3 

New Projects Update           5 

IoTag Demonstration Project       6 

Spring Field Day             7 

Sussing Snails in SA            8 

Connectivity and Technology       9 

Soil Wetter Field Walk          11 

Managing Sheep and Beef in a  
Dry Season workshops          13 

Barley STNB Breakfast Update       13 

Australian Grains Industry Conference   14 

New Segregation to Protect Key 
Barley Markets              15 

Managing Ewe Health           16 

SCF 9th Annual General Meeting      16 

Graingrowers Western News       17 

Member’s Photo Competition Winners   18 

The Board                18 

We would like to thank our 
Gold Sponsors 



 2 

 CEO Update 

Welcome to Spring!   

Again, the season has had its  

challenges, more for some members 

than others. Here’s hoping the spring 

weather is kind to those who had a 

difficult start to the season so that 

you can all take advantage of  

exceptional commodity prices.  

At SCF, we are now working at full 

capacity with some new RD&E  

projects starting. Perhaps the most interesting new project is 

the establishment of our own NBN network for SCF  

members. By this time next year we should have 50  

members’ farms connected to broadband NBN with the  

Pivotel ecoSphere system and if all goes well, we would then 

extend that network out further. This is $500,000 of  

infrastructure in our region that Pivotel and SCF will build at 

no cost to members! I hope you take advantage of the  

opportunity and register your interest now to be connected 

if you are in the Kendenup or South Stirlings region (or  

somewhere in between).  

We have also held our AGM, which I know is not everyone’s 

idea of fun but the annual dinner that followed was a  

highlight of the year. SCF is in good shape financially and  

currently has 15 projects running, including agronomy RD&E, 

livestock technology and value adding projects. This includes 

a new NLP2-funded project to extend our student connect 

project to other Ag colleges in our region. Most of these  

projects are relatively short term, so we are still looking for 

new project ideas. Please talk to board and committee  

members or staff if you have ideas or just want to get more 

involved.  

One thing you may not be aware of is the local advocacy 

work that committee members undertake. Recently, we have 

gone out to bat for you on glyphosate and snails issues,  

barley colour, barley segregation and an objection to a  

waterfront development proposal that is before the Albany 

Council. The developers are once again, trying to get Local 

Government to allow permanent residency on the Albany 

Port waterfront. These and other issues keep presenting 

themselves and we will keep up our efforts to ensure your 

interests are represented to Local and State governments, 

GIWA and CBH. We would not be able to do this without SCF 

member and committee support.   

Lastly, I would like to welcome Kaylene Parker and Sammy 

Lubcke to the team and say farewell to Stacey Miller and 

Trish Ryans-Taylor, who are leaving SCF to take on a full-time 

roles. Kaylene is assisting part-time with the co-op project 

and Sammy is our new memberships officer, also working 

part-time. We are enjoying our new digs at 75 Albany Hwy. 

Please drop in and say hi if you are in town and want to know 

more about what we are doing and meet staff.  

See you at the Spring Field Day, September 27 at Kendenup 
Country Club.  

Cheers, Christine 

Currently, the dedicated staff at SCF are holding the fort in the short term, as well as executing and managing the 15  

different projects that the group are currently running. I hope Christine enjoys her time off and comes back refreshed and 

ready to finish off the year with a bang.  

Finally, I’d like to mention the upcoming Spring Field Day which promises to be a cracker with an excellent line-up of  

speakers and field visits. The spring field day will be held at the Kendenup Golf Club on September 27th. We have a good  

mix of talks on; technology and connectivity, plus field visits to three different crop types in barley, wheat and legumes.  

I’m most looking forward to hearing from Esperance farmer, Andrew Fowler, and how his family run an extremely large 

mixed farming enterprise. I’m told their will be plenty of time to ask them questions on the day, so please take the oppor-

tunity.  

Good luck to all members for the remainder of the season. I think we are all hoping for an extended spring to help us  

recover from the ordinary start to the season. I hope to see you all at the Spring field day on the 27th of September.  

 

Cheers,  

Derek Curwen.  

 Jottings from the Chair continued... 
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R&D Trials Update 
 

Nathan Dovey  

Following is a quick pictorial summary of how some of our R&D trials are 
looking so far this season. 

 

This photo of Simon Hilder’s Legume Demonstration site at Frankland, was 
taken on August 15th. The demonstration site has three replicated air-
seeder strips of Kaspa Field Peas, Bolt Lentils, Jurien Lupins and Samira Faba 
beans. Currently, the Field Peas are the best-looking crop and appear to 
have the most yield potential. Next year we will do comprehensive soil 
testing to measure if there are any differences between the amount of  
nitrogen fixed from each of the different legume species. We will also seed 
wheat or barley directly over these plots in 2019 to see if we can measure 
and yield differences in the 2019 crop that can be attributed to the legume 
grown in season 2018. We will visit this site during our spring field day and 
hear from DPIRD break crops and agronomy expert Mark Seymour.  

 

Photo of the noodle wheat plot trial site at Chris Kirkwood’s in  
Tenterden. This year we will again be harvesting at two different times 
to try and measure if and what the effects are on grain quality of the 
noodle wheat varieties Kinsei, Ninja, Zen and Calingiri. In this trial we 
are also testing to see what the optimal sowing rate for the new  
varieties Ninja and Kinsei are likely to be in the high rainfall  
environment. We have replicated plots of Ninja and Kinsei with sowing 
rates of 85kg/ha, 110kg/ha, 135kg/ha and 160kg/ha. The trial was  
seeded on the 16th of June due to the late break in the season. What 
sowing rate do you think will have the highest yield?  

 

 

 

 

The long season wheat project is in its third year and this season 
the trial plots are located on Mackie’s farm “Red Gum” at 
Kendenup. The photo above shows a very distinct difference  
between the two times of sowing. This should give an idea of yield 
stability between varieties and we would expect the longer season 
lines to take a massive yield penalty at the later sowing date. This 
year we included new winter-type lines which are hopefully more 
suited to the high rainfall zone that most of us farm in. This year 
we will be comparing the best spring type lines such as Scepter, 
Trojan, Cobalt, DS Pascal to newer winter types like Longsword, 
Illabo, DS Bennett and others that are yet to be officially released. 
We have also included Planet barley in this trial, to measure its 
yield in comparison to the wheats. 

 

 

Season 2018 was certainly a tough year to be growing long season wheats with the dry start that we had. We countered this 
problem by irrigating the plots to get an earlier germination than nature would have provided. The non-wetting nature of the 
soil made for a patchy germination despite the irrigation efforts. However, we still have some plots showing excellent yield 
potential from this earlier sowing period. The contrast will be excellent to see when we visit this site during the spring field 
day.  

Left: Kaspa Field Peas  Right: Bolt Lentils 

Left: Long season wheat        Right: Long season wheat  

   sown May 24             sown April 12  
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R&D Trials Update cont... 

Deep Ripping Trials 

 

The following graphs are from the GRDC funded Ripper Gauge projects that we implemented at the start of this season. SCF 
have two trial sites in the project, one is located with the Goad family at Kojaneerup and the other is being hosted by the 
Squibb family at Tambellup. The proceeding graphs clearly show the soil loosening benefits of the deep ripping at Goad’s site 
which is a sandy soil type with some gravel at varying depths. This project will run for three years so we are able to measure 
the longevity of the deep ripping treatments and run a cost benefit analysis over this time frame.  

 

 

Figure 1: Graph of a control plot, nil 
deep ripping, at Goad’s GRDC funded 
Ripper Gauge site at Kojaneerup. The 
blue line is set at 3000kpa, which is the 
level of compaction where root growth 
becomes restricted. Based on this  
insertion we can see the traffic pan is 
quite shallow, less than 15cm in the soil 
profile.  

 

 

 

 

Figure 2: Deep ripping to 65cm with the 

Goad’s Tilco deep ripper manufactured by 

Trufab. The ripping has achieved its aim of 

removing the traffic pan, compaction layer. 

The soil strength does not cross over the 

3000kpa threshold until it is over 50cm 

deep into the soil profile. Will this improve 

yield in 2018 and beyond? 

 

 

 

 

Figure 3: A graph of our mid 

ranged deep ripping to 40cm, with 

the Depthcharger deep ripper by 

the Rocksgone company. The  

ripping to 40cm has loosened the 

soil to approximately that depth. 

The 300kPa pressure threshold is 

reached at approximately 37cm. 

This is a clear improvement on the 

control, but not deep as the 65cm 

ripping from the Tilco. It will be 

interesting to see if there is a 

difference in yield between these 

two ripping treatments in 2018 

and the following years. 
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New Projects Update 
 

Nathan Dovey  

Stirlings to Coast Farmers group (SCF) have won two projects through the Federal Government funded,  
National Landcare Program (NLP), Smart Farms Small Grants. The first of these projects is titled: 

Helping farmers to improve soil health and avoid future loss of productive land through subsoil acidification in 
the southern high rainfall region of WA. 

SCF will work with local farmers and DPIRD to demonstrate how deep ripping soil with inclusion plates after  
broadcasting lime can ameliorate subsoil compaction and acidity.  

The benefits of spreading lime on the soil surface, to ameliorate soil acidity, have been well documented for a long 
time now. Once you reach a soil surface pH (in CaCl2) of 5.5 and above, we can expect some movement of lime into 
the subsoil and therefore remediation of subsoil acidity.  

But what if the soil surface pH is low; and the pH is even lower, deeper down in the soil profile? Current advice is to 
pour on the lime until you bring the surface pH to 5.5. This strategy will probably work, but how long will it take 
and how much will it cost?  

Is there a quicker, easier and cheaper way to treat subsoil acidity faster than surface applied lime applications?  

SCF members have seen significant yield responses in deep ripping trials conducted in the last few years. It makes 
sense to consider applying lime before deep ripping a paddock with inclusion plates to see if this can increase the 
subsoil pH, and remove acidity, more rapidly.  

NB: Inclusion plates attach to the back of the ripper tyne and help top-soil fall or relocate into the subsoil.  

This project will make comparisons between these two strategies as well as investigating how much lime is  
required before deep ripping and how does this compare to the same rates of lime without cultivation. 

The treatments the we apply are yet to be confirmed, but SCF will work with DPIRD researchers and our R & D 
committee to finalise the treatment list for the project. An example of the project treatments may include the  
following:  

 

• Nil  

• 3tn/ha Lime applied on the surface  

• 6tn/ha Lime applied on the surface  

• Deep Ripping to 60cm 

• 3tn/ha surface applied lime followed by 
deep ripping to 60cm 

• 6tn/ha surface applied lime followed by 
deep ripping to 60cm 

 

SCF will do comprehensive soil testing of the trial site to understand the pH of the full soil profile before applying 
treatments. Ongoing monitoring will be required to measure the rate of acidity removal and a cost benefit analysis 
of each treatment. 

 

The second project is titled: 

Future Farmers Student Connect Pilot Program - Creating connections between farmers and agriculture students 
through sustainable farming innovation demonstrations, lectures and mentoring 

 

SCF will partner with the WA College of Agriculture, Denmark as well as other local schools with an Agriculture fo-
cus to share their expertise in sustainable farming systems and technological innovation with students and staff. 
Students will be encouraged to form connections with local SCF farmers and researchers who are willing to volun-
teer to talk with students, offer advice and mentoring.  
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GPS Tracking Collars 

Stacey Miller  

SCF have partnered with Iotag Ltd Pty to investigate the use of GPS tracking collars on grazing beef and sheep in a 4 
month trial commencing September 2018. The project is co-funded by MLA Donor Company and will look for  
benefits of remotely managing livestock by monitoring grazing patterns and behavior, animal location and ‘Multi-
species grazing’- grazing sheep and beef in a single paddock.   The trial will aim to evaluate the effectiveness of  
using GPS collars to improve grazing efficiency and their potential to produce high quality meat.  

Previous studies have found that co -grazing of cattle and sheep in some 
areas can improve the efficiency of vegetation use, increase animal  
production and reduce gastrointestinal parasitism. Cattle tend to be  
intermediate grazers, grazing grasses and legumes, biting with their 
mouth and tongue. While sheep graze closer to the ground eating brushy 
plants with a fleshy stem.  

SCF member Andrew Slade, Mt Barker, will be hosting the trial on his 
property, with 60 GPS collars fitted to a herd of 35 cows and a mob of  
25 sheep. The animals will be split randomly between the ‘trial paddock’ 
and the ‘control paddock’ with each animal allocated a unique ID. The 
paddocks will be of similar size and pasture quality and quantity. The key  
measurables analysed everyday will include; Live weight change (kg/ live 
weight/ha), pasture intake (mass intake), grazing behaviour and pasture 
height.  Results of the trial will be shared with members in future  
newsletters and at the SCF Livestock 19 event in June next year.  

Queries: Christine 0429 236 729 

New Projects Update cont... 

Specific activities over 12 months:  

• Demonstration sites will be established at each school. 

• Lectures and practical demonstrations provided to final year students relating to term themes.  
T1: New technologies for sustainable agriculture; T2: Looking after the land - sustainable farming systems;  
T3: Facing Climate Challenges on the land; T4: Careers in Agriculture and Natural Resource Management.  

• Free membership of the SCF Young Farmers group and welcome pack offered to students.  

• Events for students to meet other students and mix with innovative farmers.   

• Work experience, careers advice and mentoring will be offered to students. 

• Leadership Award presented to best performing student at end of year.  

 

The above projects are due to begin immediately and SCF have 
already been developing a relationship with the Denmark Ag  
College. We look forward to continuing this relationship as well 
working with Mt Barker Community College and possibly Great 
Southern Grammar as well.  

 

The liming and ripping trial will likely have the treatments  
implemented in the new year after harvest. We will be looking 
for trial sites with low subsoil pH’s (4.5) and farmers willing and 
able to deep rip the paddock. If you would like any more  
information on the trial or would like to host a trial site, please 
get in touch with Nathan on 0429 468 030.  
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Sussing snails in SA 

Alaina Smith 

In early August Nathan Dovey, Mark Adams and I travelled to the Yorke Peninsular in South Australia to speak with growers, 
industry and researchers who are dealing with snails in cropping systems.  

Snails have been in SA for almost 100 years and they are unlucky enough to have four different species. On the southern tip 
of the Yorke Peninsular (YP) the moist summers and calcareous sands, with a relatively high pH, create the ideal habitat for 
snails. However, they have only become a serious problem for grain growers since the adoption of no-till farming practises.  
It seems a lot of the things we do to maintain sustainable and profitable farming systems also encourage snail proliferation. 
Despite the snail problems, YP growers were insistent of the yield benefits of no-till practises and had no intention of  
reintroducing cultivation and widespread burning to their systems.  

YP growers have been successfully managing snails in their paddocks for some time, despite having much higher snail  
numbers in their systems than we currently have in southern WA. Sadly, while YP growers do have a range of snails to  
manage, it is the small conical snails, the same species we have, that cause the most problems.   

 The key tactics that growers in YP are using to manage snail issues in their area are: 

• No green bridge over summer 

• Cabling or chaining if there is a hot run of days in summer* 

• Using stone rollers to knock residues down onto the ground (which flattens snail refuges) and also squash some snails* 

• Start monitoring snail activity early in the season (from Feb -April) once evenings become cool and dewy; using  
information from snail cameras or by applying small amounts of baits and seeing if they result in dead snails  

• Baiting every paddock, every year, often multiple applications  

• The majority of baiting is pre-seeding or pre-emergence, i.e. baiting green paddocks is the last resort and not nearly as 
effective. 

• Using a combination of grain rollers and cleaners to clean grain prior to delivery 
 
* it is difficult to estimate the effectiveness of cabling, chaining or rolling in controlling small conical snails  
 
We spent a lot of the trip investigating the use of single and double grain rollers to crush snails. There is a lot of science and 
engineering in the design and use of grain rollers, but all the growers we spoke to used them and they are getting good  
results; sometimes in combination with grain cleaners. SCF will be testing our own small roller over harvest to give some clear 
guidelines on the best speed and settings to crush snails in barley and canola while trying to reduce potential grain damage 
and maximise capacity. This will provide growers with some strategies for minimising grain contamination  
post-harvest.  
 
This is a good time to emphasize the need to prevent the spread of snails, especially during swathing and harvest – the peak 
times for their spread between paddocks and farms. While harvest logistics are challenging, try to look at managing your  
harvest to prevent moving machines from snail affected paddocks into clean paddocks. Where this is not possible, clean 
down machines and leave them over night to see if 
more snails emerge before moving them to clean  
paddocks.  
 
Summer and harvest are also a good time to look for 
snails if you haven’t had problems with them in the 
past. Look for them around sheds, on fence posts or in  
stubbles, or on machine fronts over harvest and in your 
grain samples. This if often an overlooked opportunity 
to find and start managing snails before they become a  
serious problem.  
 
Nathan, Mark and I would like to thank all the growers, 
engineers and researchers who were kind enough to 
speak with us while we toured YP. They were lovely  
people and gave willingly of their time and experience  
in helping us to manage snails in our region.  

 

                           

                               SCF Member Mark Adams checking out Snail Rollers in SA 
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Mobile service provider Pivotel Group has partnered with SCF to build custom-designed mobile net-

work bases using 4G and satellite connectivity for use on SCF members’ farms as part of a new project 

funded by DPIRD, Farm Connectivity Grant.  

Called the ecoSphere, it offers secure point-to-point voice, video, tracking and monitoring connections.  

At SCF, we have been just as bamboozeled as everyone else about what a difference technology is likely to make to farming. 

There is a lot of hype around about new tools and apps but little clarity about how to make this pay $ on the farm. We don ’t 

want to oversell products that may not yet be fully market ready, so SCF have been ‘playing at the edges’ of checking out new 

equipment. In 2016 we purchased a drone for our field work and quickly came to realise how handy they can be. We have 

started new trials on digital traceability tags, GPS collars and other small tools.  

The biggest issue we are finding, in terms of adoption new technology is the need to manage data and to have connection to 

the internet at good speeds and cost on farms. For example, drones create a lot of data, everything seems to create a lot of 

data. So how can we use that to make more profit on farms? Well this will be our journey over the coming years, to identify 

tools and technologies that can do exactly that, but our first priority is clearly on-farm internet and phone connectivity.  

Increasing connectivity has the potential to make farming life simpler and more efficient. The Pivotel ecoSphere system pro-

vides complete communications, particularly around machine to machine but there is also a lot of voice and video applications 

that will be picked up as well. 

That is why SCF has  started a new journey with new partner Pivotel Pty Ltd to put NBN and improved satellite services across 

50 members’ farms by Christmas 2018. This will mean unlimited download, no delays and cheaper and more reliable connec-

tion services on those properties. This is a trial to see how well the Pivotel systems perform and it has been funded by DPIRD’s 

Farm Connectivity Grant and Pivotel.  

Learn more about the new SCF Farm Connect trial at the SCF Spring Field Day in Kendenup on 27 Sept! 

Once your farm is better connected, this opens up new opportunities to install better security systems, remote sensors, 
drones, connected farming equipment and eventually, we envision autonomous vehicles and tractors in coming years. Data 
delivered by digital technology coupled with advanced analytics are a game changer for Australian farmers to push the bound-
aries of performance.  

 

IoT—Internet of Things 

One of the technologies already making an impact is IoT – the Internet of Things. IoT basically refers to the concept of con-

necting any device with an on and off switch to the Internet (and/or to each other). IoT is a giant network of connected 

"things" (which also includes people). This includes everything from cellphones, coffee makers, headphones, lamps, small 

gadget devices and almost anything else you can think of, even at the simplest end of the scale, such as water tank monitoring 

or soil moisture monitors. At SCF, we will be trialling different types of IoT gadgets over the next two years to see which are 

the most useful on a fully connected farm. We are going to set up two ‘Smart Farms’, one focused on cropping and one on 

livestock by end 2019.  

On those farms we will have all sorts of IoT solutions installed, including weather stations, sensors embedded in soil which can 

track moisture and soil nutrition, remote cameras and sensors, farm security systems, EiDs, automated machinery and crop-

ping and livestock apps that we think are ready now for farmers to use and make more profit from.  

Connectivity and Technology - the future of Agriculture 

Christine Kershaw 

According to Pivotel CEO, Peter Bolger, “Satellite phone technology has come a long way in a few short years. Data down-

loads are comparatively slow, sometimes painfully slow, and are notoriously expensive on a satellite network, but we know 

our customers increasingly need to access the Internet and apps for both business and personal use, at a reasonable cost.”  
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By 2030, we would expect IoT solutions to be moving beyond sensors doing measurements to become more autonomous ac-
tors that are goalsetting, and self-optimising. In addition to improved connectivity, IoT deployments will be driven by long or 
indefinite (through energy-harvesting) battery lives, miniaturisation and lowcost devices.  

Future Farming 

It’s a good idea to look at the future every now and again to ensure that your farming systems are prepared for the changes 
ahead. SCF are here to help you do exactly that, by testing and demonstrating equipment and sensors for you. We are starting 
by connecting farms. Connected farming equipment will increasingly become autonomous for precision planting and other 
cropping activities; performance data being aggregated at the homestead or office via a farm-wide dashboard that provides an 
integrated view of not only livestock and crop health but tracking and forecasting business health and profitability as well.  

There is likely to be more widespread use of drones for various activities. For example, drones can diagnose many crop-related 
diseases early, and drones equipped with hyperspectral sensors allow measurement of water and nitrogen levels – a much 
more efficient method than labour-intensive ground surveys. Drones can even be used for livestock mustering and checking, 
not to mention what virtual fencing will offer livestock managers.  

All of these technologies and more serve to help reduce the cost of crop inputs and livestock management as well as improve 
yields, sustainability, resilience and quality, while reducing the environmental impact through the reduced used of inputs and 
wastage. 

Sounds too good to be true? Well yes, it probably is but I reckon deep down it must have your curiosity? If so, stay tuned to 
the work that SCF is doing in this space and come along to our Livestock 19 event happening in June next year where we will 
have displays and field trials to show off on our newly connected Smart Farms.  

 

What does this project mean for your farm?  

Well, if you are between the South Stirlings and Kendenup West areas, we are accepting Expressions of Interest from 50 farms 
in these areas to become involved in our first trial, which will connect farms in early 2019. Between now and then we will be 
focussing sooner than that on two farms as initial test sites. We are currently setting up the project, ordering infrastructure 
and finalising decisions on locations. If you are not in the areas for this trial, don’t worry, if this trial is successful we will be 
expanding to your areas soon.  

What will this project achieve?  

1. 50 farms with full internet and phone connectivity in our region 

2. Two demonstration farms (livestock and agronomic focus) with wireless sensor networks (WSNs) installed coupled with 
in-situ, low-cost sensors of soil moisture, plant biomass and local climate conditions  means our fields and even our 
livestock are set to become sources of high quality, real-time biophysical data.  

3. Demonstrations of autonomous systems both on ground and in the air to meet the needs of surveillance, timely re-
source management and improving workflow. 

4. Full farm security on both demo farms.  

5. Workshops and demonstrations for farmers on how to make the most of these systems.  

6. Local trials GPS collars, Aglive, EiD and data (genetics), drones for virus etc.  

Connectivity and Technology - the future of Agriculture cont... 
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Soil wetter field walk 

Nathan Dovey  

On Thursday the 9th of August, some hardy souls (SCF members) 

braved the artic conditions to look at a soil wetter trial in Ryan’s 

Brook being conducted by DPIRD’s Glenn McDonald. The plot trial is 

in its third season and is looking at the longevity of wetters on 

southern forest gravel soils and evaluating the seasonal carryover 

effects of two widely used soil wetter products.  

Following the establishment year in 2016, the 2017 plots were sown 

directly over the 2016 plots. Products were banded with either the 

seed or on the surface of the furrow following the press wheel. Two 

soil wetters, SACOA’s LureH20 and SE14 were used at label rates of 

2L/ha and 4L/ha respectively. The crop was sown with knife points 

and press wheels with soil conditions at sowing being moist in 2016 

and dry in 2017 and 2018. Dry sowing increases the expression of soil water repellence and the impact on establishing crops. 

Results summary:  

2016 

Wet start to 2016 season so little expression of severe water repellence during crop establishment. 
No statistical differences observed between treatments for plant establishment and grain yield.  
2016 plot grain yield averaged 4.6 t/ha.  

2017  

All treatments with a 2017 application had improved establishment compared to the control.  
The 2016 applied SE14 treatments had higher yields than the control indicating some residual effect persisting into the 2017 

season.  
Residual effects from 2016 applications of LureH20 were not evident at this site.  
All 2017 applied treatments resulted in increased grain yields.  
Wetters in both years elicited an additive effect with yields higher than when applied only in 2017.  

Table 1: 

Canola (Hyola 559) plant establishment (plants/m2) and grain yield (t/ha) at Kojonup in 2017. Treatments that are significantly 

different to the Control are indicated as thus; LSD 5% = *.  

 

Conclusion:  

A residual effect by one of the two wetters tested show that applied wetters can have a positive impact on the establishment 

and yield of crops in the following season. SE14 showed greater residual effects than LureH20 at this site. The effect was not 

always consistent and in general it was better to have a current, fresh, application of wetting agent for each season.  

For access to the full paper written by Glenn McDonald and Stephen Davies (DPIRD) go to:  

http://www.giwa.org.au/2018researchupdates  

Treatment Establishment Yield 

  LureH20 SE14 LureH20 SE14 

Control 33.7 2.26 

In-furrow 2016 only 31.0 33.3 2.29 2.36 

In-furrow 2017 only 36.9 39.9* 2.45* 2.49* 

In-furrow Both years 41.8* 44.3* 2.56* 2.68* 

On-furrow 2016 only 31.7 35.4 2.30 2.42* 

On-furrow 2017 only 41.3* 38.1 2.49* 2.49* 

On-furrow Both years 39.9* 43.1* 2.52* 2.59* 

LSD 5% 5.9 0.13 

http://www.giwa.org.au/2018researchupdates
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SCF hosted two workshops on ‘Managing Sheep and Beef in a dry season’ in September—at Narrikup on 
Tuesday September 4 and Green Range on Wednesday September 5.  There was a lot of great  
information and knowledgeable speakers on hand over the two days. Some great discussions were had 
with those that came along to take advantage of the knowledge and experience of our presenters— Paul 
Sanford and Danny Roberts from the Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development 
(DPIRD) Albany Office, Bevan Ravenhill from Lawson’s Angus, Dr Paul Wynn-Houchin from Great Southern 
Veterinary Services and Chris Wheatcroft and Andrew Grist from Rural Financial Counselling Service WA. 
Thanks to all our speakers and those that came along for an informative 2 days.  

Managing Sheep and Beef in a Dry Season workshops 

Kathi McDonald                                            

Spot type Net Blotch in Barley Breakfast Update  

Kathi McDonald                                            

SCF and Farmanco held a Spot Type Net Blotch update session on July 26 at the South Stirlings Hall. Thanks to some great  
questions and knowledgeable presenters, the breakfast update was a successful morning with plenty of discussion and  
learning. We are sure the bacon and egg rolls on offer only added to the success of the morning and helped fill the Hall car park 
area! Presenters included Brent Pritchard from Farmanco, Craig White from Bayer Crop Science, Bevan Addison from ADAMA 
Australia, and Geoff Thomas and Kith Jayasena from DPIRD. Thanks to Brent for organising the great speakers and Nathan 
Dovey and Alaina Smith of SCF for organising breakfast for everyone!  

https://www.facebook.com/DepartmentofAgricultureandFoodWA/?fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARChz0yLCnJcLXRpIlkY-uGeMucqg_Pj9N04N2aVw7zmYGbT3PsLzdIweTxkglkT_0bUzo2ZFQ0EH-SJo_wCaGzGlxlrKq3a5ZSxAcB0sltgSawAhcOLgplCbP_UgQNHFO6aWq8UF4taLz_pVq8gdRtaUXKxkaIGRHHN8FdT
https://www.facebook.com/DepartmentofAgricultureandFoodWA/?fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARChz0yLCnJcLXRpIlkY-uGeMucqg_Pj9N04N2aVw7zmYGbT3PsLzdIweTxkglkT_0bUzo2ZFQ0EH-SJo_wCaGzGlxlrKq3a5ZSxAcB0sltgSawAhcOLgplCbP_UgQNHFO6aWq8UF4taLz_pVq8gdRtaUXKxkaIGRHHN8FdT
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SCF at the Australian Grains Industry Conference 

Nathan Dovey  

On 1-2 August, Nathan and Christine ventured to Melbourne to take in the Australian Grains Industry Conference (AGIC).  
We listened to local and international speakers talk about critical issues relating to changing world grains supply and demand 
patterns, new trade and political developments, critical technology changes and more. One of the key messages from this 
conference is that there is a real need to preserve and protect the existing markets that Australia has in place and focus on 
grain quality. While maintaining a continual focus on cost control and yield improvement remains a priority, the main  
message for the broader industry is that the high value grain price needs to be preserved to maintain competitive  
profitability. 

Australian farmers are unlikely to be able to compete with the low cost of production enjoyed by Russia and the Ukraine  
systems. These areas have very low costs for inputs and labour which will not change for some time. Additionally, it seems 
like they have even more grain production capacity to achieve yet and their supply chain efficiencies will only get better.  

Not particularly positive news for the Australian grain grower and highlights why grain marketers are so focused on  
maintaining our competitive advantage of grain quality and reputation. The conference puts into context some of the  
decisions made recently by our own CBH regarding grain quality i.e. glyphosate. We may not agree with the decision to ban 
crop-topping feed barley with Glyphosate, but at least the reasoning is understandable, if not the timing of the  
announcement. Australia needs to maintain our reputation of being a high-quality grain producer at all costs because this is 
one of the key ways we can compete with our competitors internationally, who can grow grain cheaper than us.  

 

 

Don’t Forget to ‘Like’ and ‘Follow’ us on Social Media! 

SCF are now active on Social Media!  To keep up to date with the latest  

happenings, make sure you ‘Like’ our Facebook Page and ‘Follow’ us on 

Twitter!  We also have a You-tube channel where you will find video blogs 

about projects like the Co-op Feasibility Study. 

You can find us at the following locations: 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/Stirlings2Coast 

Twitter: www.twitter.com/Stirlings2Coast 

You-Tube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/

UCkIT98pMO6Ke0SGLeFMINWg/videos 

Website: www.scfarmers.org.au 

http://www.facebook.com/Stirlings2Coast
http://www.twitter.com/Stirlings2Coast
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCkIT98pMO6Ke0SGLeFMINWg/videos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCkIT98pMO6Ke0SGLeFMINWg/videos
https://www.scfarmers.org.au
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This harvest CBH will be segregating barley that has had a pre-

harvest application of glyphosate to keep it separate from standard 

feed, food and malt barley grades. 

The new segregation will play a vital role in maintaining the  

reputation of Western Australian grain in key markets and will not 

be exported to markets that do not have a defined Maximum  

Residue Limit (MRL) for glyphosate on barley.  

How will the new segregation work? 

Growers who use a pre-harvest application of glyphosate of barley 

must declare it on their Carters Delivery Form (CDF). The load will 

then be stored under the new segregation, called BFDEC, and will 

be treated like any other grade in that: 

Segregation availability will be based on demand and volume; 

There will be no guarantee that sites with a standard BFED1 barley 

segregation will have a BFDEC segregation; and 

The BFDEC segregation is available for the market to price and  

purchase.  

Why is CBH introducing this segregation? 

CBH has a responsibility to assist growers in maintaining market 

access for barley and continue to facilitate Western Australia's 

strong reputation as a provider of clean and safe grain.  

We appreciate the timing of this decision will have some impact on 

growers, however we have endeavoured to inform growers of the 

change as soon as practical and in advance of crop maturity.  

Worldwide, there is a growing concern with consumers around 

chemical residues entering the food chain.  

Whilst the risk has been managed to date, the practice of pre-

harvest application of glyphosate on feed barley has grown  

considerably in recent years increasing risk of detection in markets 

that do not have an allowable limit for glyphosate on barley.  

Whilst Australia has an MRL for glyphosate on barley, some of  

Australia’s key feed barley export markets have a no allowable MRL 

for glyphosate on barley. Should customer’s detect glyphosate, 

there is a real threat that Australian grain will be locked out of the 

market, a worst case scenario for growers. 

We continue to ask growers to understand and follow the label 

recommendations for chemicals. 

CBH will continue to closely monitor and test loads delivered at 

harvest and ask that growers read and understand the  

Contaminated Loads process and continue to declare chemical  

usage on the Carter’s Delivery Form (CDF). 

For more information please visit our website, www.cbh.com.au   

 

New segregation for harvest to protect  

key barley markets  
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A number of livestock producers in our area have had or are 
having a challenging curve ball thrown at them this season. In 
reflectance of this, Stirlings to Coast Farmers co-hosted a late 
break workshop earlier in the year with the Sheep’s Back and 
Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development, 
which we have since followed up with two Dry Season Live-
stock Workshops in Narrikup and Green Range in early Sep-
tember. These events were well attended and we thank those 
that were able to make it.  
 
A key message of these workshops was to wean early (sheep 
and cattle) and plan early. We urge producers to be prepared 
for potential future late breaks as happened this year and 
ensure they have a management strategy in place. 
 
In summary of the tough 2018 season conditions, Dr Danny 
Roberts from DPIRD has put together a ‘Ewe health and man-
agement information for sheep producers’ presentation which 
he has kindly made available to our members. The  document 
briefly covers topics such as managing pregnant ewes, path-
ways to ewe health issues, causes of cessation of eating, grain 
poisoning and the importance of maintaining blood calcium 
and glucose levels. He also notes that it is of value to investi-
gate ewe deaths so that you can address the issue and pre-
vent future losses if the cause is likely to effect other ewes. 
Sheep showing signs of preg tox, hypocalcaemia or any other 

neurological signs may be eligible for a department subsidised 
veterinary investigation and an incentive payment (to you, not 
to the dead or dying sheep!).   
 
The document is worth a quick read when you have a minute 
and if you have any further questions, Danny’s contact details 
are provided at the end.  You can find the full presentation on 
our website,  https://www.scfarmers.org.au/s/Danny-Roberts-
2018-Dry-Season-Ewe-Health.pdf 

Managing ewe health 

Danny Roberts (DPIRD) and Kelly Gorter (SCF) 

SCF 9th Annual General Meeting 

SCF held the 9th AGM at the Mean Fiddler in Albany on Thursday August 16.  Following the formalities a relaxed dinner was  

enjoyed by all who attended. 

SCF would like to welcome new Board members Mark Preston and Ian Evans and thank outgoing members, Andrew Slade,  

Tracy Bradshaw, John Howard and Scott Smith for their valuable contributions to the group.  

 

https://www.scfarmers.org.au/s/Danny-Roberts-2018-Dry-Season-Ewe-Health.pdf
https://www.scfarmers.org.au/s/Danny-Roberts-2018-Dry-Season-Ewe-Health.pdf
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GrainGrowers’ National Policy Group held its second meeting for 

the year in Melbourne this week, prior to a GRDC and Representa-

tive Organisations Workshop, a meeting with Graincorp, and 

attendance at the Australian Grains Industry Conference. 

Combatting off-target spraydrift 

GrainGrowers’ policy unit reported on various initiatives and discus-

sions with regulators and industry to combat off target spraydrift as 

a matter of urgency. NPG members identified a range of factors to 

consider: including more consistent education and awareness; im-

proving the training (and the quality of trainers), licencing options 

and the need to consider the chain of responsibility which should 

exist from retailer, to purchaser through to operator. 

Drought response 

NPG held a lengthy discussion about the impact of drought across 

the country, with very low expectations for harvest across NSW and 

Queensland and WA in particular. Coupled with this, there is major 

concern about seed availability for planting next season, and about 

the financial strain replanting will have on growers. GrainGrowers 

continues to advocate a 12 point plan for drought, focused on 

providing a safety net and expanding preparedness measures and 

the need to support regional areas. Currently, GrainGrowers is de-

veloping further measures to help growers and rural communities 

recover from drought, including advocating re-invigoration and 

changes to the Managing Farm Risk Program. 

Ensuring market access 

The NPG discussed recent policy efforts by GrainGrowers on inter-

national trade and market access including the signing of the TPP-

11 Agreement; negotiations under way for the Indonesia-Australia 

Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement; the welcome 

start of negotiations for the European Union Free Trade Agreement; 

negotiations under way for the Regional Comprehensive Economic 

Partnership; and the importance of the grains industry’s Non-Tariff 

Measures report. 

Regional Telecommunications Review 

GrainGrowers is preparing a submission for the Regional Telecom-

munications Review based on NPG discussions and the feedback via 

survey of more than 700 farmers. There is widespread concern 

about the poor coverage and lack of service which remain a major 

barrier for the sector and inhibit adoption of future technology. 

Improving freight costs for growers In a report to NPG, the policy 

unit discussed the wrapping-up of a major freight project which 

models costs in the grains industry and tests a number of options to 

achieve more efficient freight. Further details will be released soon. 

For further information head to www.graingrowers.com.au 

August 2018 Western GrainGrowers Update 

Men’s Resource Centre 

The Men’s Resource Centre is a not 

for profit organisation based in  

Albany WA. In partnership with Alex 

Arnold, a student from UWA, they 

have developed a Free app  

promoting Men’s Health.  

Containing tips for survival during 

the tough times with phone links 

for help lines, and advice on  

keeping socially, mentally and  

physically healthy, the app is  

available on the AppStore now.  
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The Board  

• Derek Curwen 9854 3012 or 0428 543 012  
(Chairperson) 

• Jon Beasley 0427 552 206 
• Ken Drummond 9854 1033 or 0427 541 033  
• Darren Moir 0428 279 256 
• Mal Thomson 9854 3038 or 0428 543 038  
• Clare Webster 0427 555 981  
• Mark Preston 0427 834200  
• Ian Evans 9842 1267 

 
Office Staff 

• Christine Kershaw - Chief Executive Officer 0429 236 729 
• Kathi McDonald - Communications Officer 0408 418 531 
• Eva Bett - Office Manager 0408 905 368 
• Nathan Dovey - R&D Coordinator 0429 468 030 
• John Blake - R & D Consultant  0438 761 950 
• Alaina Smith - Grains R&D 0438 986 404 
• Kelly Gorter - Livestock Research Officer  0409 060 065 

Photo Gallery—member competition 

Congratulations to the winner's of our inaugural member's photo competition! First place went to Jeremy Walker with his  

stunning sunset shot at seeding and runner up to Christine Howard's seeding photo. The winner of our best 'oops' moment was 

Josh and Shannon Goad with their very bogged tractor photo!   

Feel free to keep those pics coming in - we always enjoy seeing photos from our members, and sharing them on the gallery page 

of the SCF Focus newsletter, especially the 'oops' ones! Keep an eye on our social media for announcements about future  

Member’s Competitions!  

Thank you also to our 

Silver Sponsors... 

CONGRATULATIONS! On behalf of SCF Staff and Members we 

would like to congratulate SCF members Reece Curwen and  

Elsa Piggott on the arrival of their beautiful baby girl, Grace! 

Photo by Christine Howard 

 Photo by Jeremy Walker 

Photo by Shannon Goad 


