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Autumn 2019 

Jottings from the Chair 

Can you believe this is our Tenth year, lets have a Party! 

Thank you to Derek for leading us through a very busy  

period in the history of SCF. We have grown at a fast rate  

during your tenure, the demands are challenging. For our 

Chair and Board members it’s mostly new ground, which can 

be  unnerving. I thank everyone who contributes to the  

success of SCF, there are lots of committee members who take 

time from their families and business. Our strength comes 

from our members involvement, please do not be shy.   

 Hopefully most of our members have met our wonderful staff. I have been lucky to be 

a bit more involved and see the inner workings, thanks to Eva, Nathan, Kathi, Kaylene, 

Sammy, Alaina, John and Christine. The amount of work that goes into making ideas 

reality is enormous. Unfortunately applying for funding is unnecessarily onerous, with 

lead up times too short and timing inappropriate, mostly over the Christmas period. 

Christine has been on the front foot delivering a manifesto on the SCF priorities, rather 

than wait for something that might suit us. Currently our team has a large amount of 

proposals in for funding innovative projects. 

How exciting to get the next phase of our Co-op started. Congratulations to Christine 

and Staff, thank you for the huge amount of work. To get where we are has been an 

incredible achievement, the support we have received from all our members has been 

overwhelming. You have taken to the concept of the Co-op, as always you are prepared 

to give it ago. We have a rare opportunity to create a vehicle for our future prosperity. 

Hostile soils are one of our original priorities, to see the amount of investment into soil 

amelioration going on is fantastic. The Deep ripping trials have shown excellent results 

and what about the Reefinator. Who knows one day we could have a metre deep  

topsoil. 

All the best for 2019.  Cheers, Ken 

SCF Events For Your Calendar 

 

April 8 
WA Producers Coop Forum 
Gillamii Centre, Cranbrook 

April 18 
SCF Board Meeting, Albany 

May 2 
WA Producers Coop Foundation Meeting 

Christine Kershaw 0429 236 729 

July TBC  
‘Christmas in July’ 10th Anniversary Celebration 

September TBC 
Spring Field Day 
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We would like to thank our 
Gold Sponsors 

WA Producers Co-

operative launched 

The SCF Co-operative projects 

saw their culmination with the 

official launch of the Co-op by 

Minister Alannah MacTiernan 

after the Grains Research  

Updates on Thursday Feb 28.  

 Story continued on page 3. 
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 CEO Update 

As we move quickly into  

seeding, I’m pleased to say that 

we have another exciting year 

ahead of us at SCF with a lot of 

activity happening and new  

projects to deliver. This includes 

the ever popular SCF Network 

project with  

telecommunications partner 

company Pivotel. Six repeater 

towers will be installed on SCF 

member’s farms in June and 

two farms fully connected by 

August as a first step. We aim to have 50 SCF member’s 

farms connected by the end of 2019 in the Kendenup and 

South Stirlings areas. We also have deep ripping, lime, soils, 

legumes and, hopefully, if we get the funding we are waiting 

for, two smart demonstration farms and new snails projects 

starting in 2019.  

A gentle reminder that membership renewals are due in April 

with no changes to fees this year. Why not expand the range 

of our newsletter and include your staff’s emails on your  

renewal form so that we can send them copies too? I hope 

you agree that you are all getting very good value from your 

membership fees and you can see the extraordinary efforts 

that the SCF team are making to help keep your businesses 

competitive through trials, events, forums and  

demonstrations.  

A big thank you to the SCF team and board who made the 

February Research Crop Updates and Co-op launch event a 

great success. Minister MacTiernan was in attendance along 

with over 100 others! The atmosphere was great, and a good 

time had by all. Our next large event will be a Xmas in July 

bonfire for SCF members, keep an eye on the SCF website for 

details. Hopefully this year, we can celebrate a much better 

season!  

I would also like to take this opportunity to thank Derek  

Curwen for his contribution as Chair of the SCF board. Derek 

recently stepped down as Chair and Ken Drummond has  

become the new Chair until the next AGM. Welcome Ken and 

thank you for stepping up to the role. The SCF board will be 

revising our strategic plan in April so if you have any  

feedback, now is the time to ring your local board member or 

staff and let your ideas be known. With the co-op launched, 

we can now look at what new priorities you want SCF to  

focus on in 2019-2022.  If you want to help set the direction 

of SCF activities, another way is to join the R&D committee or 

East and West groups to support other members who are 

working with us to develop ideas and projects. We could do 

with some new members so don’t leave all the work to  

others – get involved. It’s also a great way to meet other 

members, build your knowledge and contribute to your local 

farming community.  

The first, most obvious priority for members at the moment 

is snails, snails, and then snails. We will be doing more work 

this year to look at the most effective mitigation strategies 

and I have a feeling that there will be several members this 

year looking to purchase snail rollers. We will be doing some 

trials with the snail rollers in collaboration with CBH soon if 

that is the case for you. Are you aware of the changes to CBH 

standards for this year’s harvest season? More about that in 

the newsletter.  

That’s enough from me.  

Please stay safe during seeding and fingers crossed for a 

good season. Cheers 

Christine 

Don’t Forget to ‘Like’ and ‘Follow’ us on Social Media! 

SCF are on Social Media!  To keep up to date with the latest  

happenings, make sure you ‘Like’ our Facebook Page and ‘Follow’ us on 

Twitter!  We also have a You-tube channel where you will find video blogs 

about projects like the Co-op Feasibility Study. 

You can find us at the following locations: 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/Stirlings2Coast 

Twitter: www.twitter.com/Stirlings2Coast 

You-Tube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/

UCkIT98pMO6Ke0SGLeFMINWg/videos 

Website: www.scfarmers.org.au 

http://www.facebook.com/Stirlings2Coast
http://www.twitter.com/Stirlings2Coast
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCkIT98pMO6Ke0SGLeFMINWg/videos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCkIT98pMO6Ke0SGLeFMINWg/videos
https://www.scfarmers.org.au
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Successful launch of WA Producers’ Co-operative 

Kaylene Parker and Christine Kershaw  

The SCF board were very pleased that Minister MacTiernan MLC was able to join us to help SCF formally launch the WA  

Producers’ Co-operative (WAPC).  Over 80 people attended the celebration of the  launch of the Co-op at Kendenup Lodge on 

28 Feb and a good night was had with drinks and entertainment following.   

The WA Producers' Co-op is a farmer-owned business  dedicated to securing the highest value for its members ’  

products through value-adding and securing premium markets.   The Co-op will boost long-term farm productivity and 

competitiveness to benefit Western Australian farmers.  

The launch highlighted the opportunity for members of the newly formed, farmer driven co-operative.   

Ken Drummond, Chairman, Co-op Committee said, “The Co-op is the vehicle we have been needing to invest further into the 

value chain, get closer to our customers and to help farmers’ work together to become more competitive”  

“The Co-op will be focussed on selling aggregated supplies of its member’s  quality and high value products with direct links to 

processors and consumers. The purpose of the Co-op is to put individual farmer’s in a stronger selling position by collaborating 

together” 

 The SCF team would like to thank all of the members of the co-op committee and SCF board for their support over the past 18 
months in undertaking planning and grower engagement activities.  

 

 

Minister Alannah McTiernan MLA launches the 
WA Producers Co-operative at Kendenup Lodge on 
February 28 following the Grains Research Updates. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Co-operative team with Minister 
McTiernan toast to the Co-op’s success. 
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WA Producers’ Co-operative—Expressions of Interest 

 
If you want to find out more about the Co-op and how it will  
operate for producers, come along to a grower forum to be  
held in Cranbrook on 8 April. Please contact Gillamii Centre  
to RSVP.   

The Co-op team have opened up an Expression of Interest process for farmers who want to learn 

more about the co-op and potentially sell their lambs to the co-op in future.  

The new Co-op venture will officially open its doors and start operating in July 2019 but the first year 

will mostly focus on establishing the Co-op and selling small volumes of lamb to test on-farm  

systems and logistics arrangements. There is already work underway establishing new market  

opportunities and negotiating supply agreements with processors.  

The Expression of Interest forms are available from the WA Producers Co-op website at 

www.waproducers.com.au or contact the SCF office.  

A formation meeting to establish the Co-op Rules and Board nominations will be held on May 2 

at a venue to be confirmed soon.   

For more information contact:  

Ken Drummond 0427 541 033; or  

Christine Kershaw 0429 236 729. 

SCF has a new look website! 

You may have noticed that our Stirlings to Coast Farmers website has undergone a 

bit of a makeover.  If not, jump online and head to www.scfarmers.org.au and 

check it out!  

 

In addition to the new look, you will notice the biggest change is the addition of a 

‘MEMBERS ONLY’ section.  You will have received the password to access this area 

in an email last week.  If you haven’t, please let us know at the office and we will 

send it to you.  This page will contain information on our trials, members only 

events as well as act as an access area for resources to help you improve your  

business.  This section is very much your area and we value your feedback on what 

you would like to see in this area—please get in touch with Kathi at  

kathi.mcdonald@scfarmers.org.au with your suggestions on what you would like to 

see in the Members Only area and we will do our best to implement them. 

 

While checking out the new-look SCF site, you may notice that the Co-op Menu tab 

will now take you to the separate WA Producers’ Co-op website—

www.waproducers.com.au.  All information and news about the new Co-op will 

now be held on this site and it will continue to be developed as the Co-op venture 

progresses. 

http://www.waproducers.com.au
http://www.scfarmers.org.au
mailto:kathi.mcdonald@scfarmers.org.au
http://www.waproducers.com.au
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SCF hosted the 2019 GRDC Grains Research Updates-Albany port zone at Kendenup Lodge on Thursday February 28. The event 

was well-attended by growers and industry professionals alike with over 100 attendees. It was a great day with a wide range of 

presentations from agronomy to pest and disease management to marketing and value add opportunities.  Key note speakers 

included Andrew Freeth from Gilgandra, NSW and Ben White from Kondinin Group who presented on options for the on-farm 

storage of grain. 

Other highlights included Mark Adam’s presentation on snail mitigation and the integrated snail management program he  

currently runs on his property. Mark emphasized the importance of baiting being a big part of the solution but highlighted that 

it needs to be integrated with other methods to achieve greater control. One such method may be snail rolling which is  

showing promising results at reducing the snail population in grain. This was followed by Jodie Kleyweg’s presentation on how 

CBH are managing market expectations with regards to glyphosate and snails.  The keen question sessions for both these talks 

prove that snails are the hot topic at the moment.  

There was also great interest in hearing about the SCF Data Network project with telecommunications company, Pivotel.   

Reliable internet connectivity is something many of our members struggle with, and an improved data network system will 

enable them to utilize the growing number of digital technologies available to farmers to improve farm efficiencies and  

profitability. 

Overall it was a great day with plenty of networking opportunities and finished off by the successful launch of the WA  
Producers Co-op by Minister Alannah MacTiernan, followed by some great food and live music.  

GRDC Grains Research Updates at Kendenup Lodge 

Sammy Lubke and Kathi McDonald                                            
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Long-season wheat project 2018 results 
Nathan Dovey, SCF R&D Co-ordinator 

Background  
Winter wheat varieties allow wheat growers to sow much earlier than currently practised, meaning a greater proportion of 
farm can be sown on time. This is especially useful to farmers with large cropping programs. Sowing earlier requires varieties 
that are slower developing. For sowing prior to April 20, winter varieties are required, particularly in regions of high frost risk. 
Winter wheats will not progress to flower until their vernalisation requirement is met (cold accumulation), whereas spring  
varieties will flower too early when sown early. The longer vegetative period of winter varieties also suits dual-purpose grazing. 
Flowering time is a key determinant of wheat yield. Winter varieties have stable flowering dates across a broad range of sowing 

dates. This has implications for variety choice as flowering time cannot be manipulated with sowing date in winter wheats like 

spring wheat.  This means different winter varieties are required to target the different optimum flowering windows that exist 

in different environments. 

For the last three years Stirlings to Coast Farmers have been investigating if long-season wheats can be adopted into our  
members cropping and grazing systems. By growing farmer-scale trials and small-plot trials we have also been able to identify 
some of the key agronomy requirements to be successful in our environment. 
 

2018 Results  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Means followed by the same letter or symbol do not significantly differ from each other (P=).05, LSD) 

Figure 1: Yields (tonnes/ha) of the 12 common wheat varieties in time of sowing one and two (TOS1 & TOS2) at the long-
season wheat plot trials at Kendenup in 2018.  TOS1 was April 12 and TOS2 was May 31.  Variety names followeb by (W)  
indicate a winter-type variety. 

 
• The two stand-out wheat varieties from TOS 1 were Naparoo and the experimental line LPB16-0595 from Longreach plant 

breeders. 

• The second and third ranked wheat varieties in TOS 1, LPB16-0595 and DS Bennett, maintained reasonable yields in TOS 2, of 
5.0 and 4.7t/ha respectively. Yield stability at later sowing dates is an important trait for winter-type wheats in our  
environment. 

• All winter type wheats yielded more in TOS 1 compared to TOS 2. Conversely all spring-type wheats yielded more in TOS 2 
than TOS 1. 

• Five of the six spring wheats yielded significantly less than the winter-type wheats in TOS 1. The exception was ADV13.1441 
which statistically equivalent to the lower ranked winter wheats. We suspect the spring-type wheats suffered yield losses due 
to frost events on September 15-16th and to a lesser extent on August 18-19th, 2018. 

• The yields of Longsword and DS Pascal were disappointing in both TOS in 2019. I suspect both sowing dates were either too 
early or too late for optimum yields for each. 
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Long-season wheat trials—2018 results cont... 
Nathan Dovey, SCF R&D Co-ordinator 

• Irrigation of TOS 1 was done via disposable drip line. The equivalent of 13mm of rainfall was placed directly onto each row of 
each plot.  

• The third replicate of TOS 1 germinated poorly due to the non-wetting soil. We did not apply enough water for an even  
germination on that soil type. The third replicate of TOS 1 was discarded from the statistical analysis. 

• Scepter and Planet barley were included in TOS 1 trial design. These treatments were removed from the statistical analysis, in 
TOS 1, because of bird damage.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Means followed by the same letter or symbol do not significantly differ from each other (P=).05, LSD) 

Figure 2: Yields (tonnes/ha) of the 18 wheat varieties, and Planet barley that were grown in TOS2 at the long-season wheat plot 
trials at Kendenup in 2018.  Variety names followeb by (W) indicate a winter-type variety. 

 

• Planet barley yielded 1t/ha greater than the best wheat variety in TOS 2.  

• Noodle wheat varieties ‘Ninja’ and ‘Kinsei’ yielded equal first and third for wheat treatments in TOS 2.  

• A late frost on November 7th & 8th may have reduced grain yields in the winter-type wheats in TOS 2.  

• The frosts on September 15th and 16th did not appear to cause yield damage to the ‘spring-type’ wheats in TOS 2. 

• The top yielding wheat variety from TOS 1, Naparoo, yielded much less (1.9t/ha) in TOS 2 indicating the necessity for Naparoo 
to be sown early.  

 

Table 1: Summary of grain yields (tonnes/hectare) of the broad-scale long-season wheat trials grown in 2018. Sites  
encountered a range of environmental conditions including frosts. Please interpret data with caution. (W) Indicates a winter-
type wheat. Means followed by same letter or symbol do not significantly differ (P=.05, LSD)  

 
Host 

Location 
  

Sowing date 
GSRainfall 

Lynch 
Perillup 

  
April 27th 
414 mm 

Hood 
Kojaneerup 

  
May 4th 
221 mm 

Slade 
West 

Kendenup 
May 9th 
362 mm 

Curwen 
South  

Stirlings 
April 12th 
256 mm 

ADV.0008 (W) 6.7ab     3.4a 

Cobalt 4.3d 3.6b 4.6b   

DS Bennett (W) 7.3a 3.3bc   3.3a 

DS Pascal 5.5bc 3.2c 3.7d 1.3b 

Kinsei 5.8bc   4.3bc   

Longsword (W) 5.1cd 3.3bc 4.2c 3.3a 

Ninja     4.0cd   

Trojan   2.7d 4.3bc   

Planet Barley   4.8a 6.1a   
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Long-season wheat trials—2018 results cont... 
Nathan Dovey, SCF R&D Co-ordinator 

• The most impressive yielding trial site was Lynch’s at Perillup in 2018. This site received the most rainfall of the four trial sites. 
Even higher yields could be achieved, with winter wheats, if sowing was even earlier than April 27th. In 2019, Brad and Steve 
Lynch have planted DS Bennett in mid-March to take advantage of the thunder storm activity we have been encountering 
lately. SCF will monitor the crop and update members.  

• The other three sites suffered from dry starts, which meant spring-type wheat yields were favoured over winter-wheats. That 
is why Cobalt was the top-yielding wheat at the Kojaneerup and West Kendenup sites 

• Although Cobalt was the top-yielding wheat at Kojaneerup and West Kendenup, it was a long way off Planet barley which 
yielded 1.2 and 1.5t/ha more than Cobalt at each site respectively. The shorter growing season benefitted barley over wheat 
but the difference in yields in 2018 are staggering. 

• The West Kendenup site included noodle wheat varieties Kinsei and Ninja. The yield of Kinsei was not significantly different to 
the top yielding Cobalt whilst Ninja was competitive with all other wheat varieties at the site. 

• The Curwen trial site was sown exceptionally early into stored sub-soil moisture. We were able to get the crop to germinate 
from this moisture but a lack of follow up rain meant the crop never thrived in 2018. DS Pascal was the shortest season 
length variety and the yield suffered greatly from frost damage. The other three winter-type varieties yielded similarly as 
seen in table one above.  

 

Summary  
• Winter wheats successfully navigated multiple frosts in 2018 and still achieved high yields in the TOS 1 plot trials located at 

Kendenup.  

• The broad-scale trial at South Stirlings also followed this pattern, with the spring wheat DS Pascal getting ‘smashed’ by frost, 
whereas the winter-wheat yields were much better. 

• 2018 provided more evidence that traditional spring-type wheats should not be sown in the first two weeks of April. 

• Planet barley yielded significantly higher than wheat in each of the three trials that it was included in. These were the  
broad-scale trials at West Kendenup and Kojaneerup as well as TOS 2 in the Kendenup plot trials. 

• Noodle wheat varieties Kinsei and Ninja yielded competitively at the trial sites they were included in. Both appear to be high 
yielding wheat options for our area with Kinsei suited to a longer season and earlier sowing date that Ninja. 

• SCF data from the last three years indicates that winter wheats sown early will yield the same as Scepter wheat (fast spring-
type) sown in early May.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This project was funded through the  
Department of Primary Industries and 
Regional Development Royalties for  

Regions Grower Group R&D Fund 
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GRDC Legumes demonstrations 2018 
Nathan Dovey, SCF R&D Co-ordinator 

Key messages  
• Yields (t/ha) of legume crops and gross revenues ($/ha) were lower than the control crop (canola) at Frankland and 

Kojaneerup. 

• The late break to the 2018 season made for tough growing conditions for most crops, including legumes. 

• The price for Faba beans was exceptional, which combined with suitable agronomy makes them the most promising legume 

option from the 2018 demonstrations.  

• Field Peas achieved a high biomass at Frankland, before lodging and becoming difficult to harvest. Harvesting with a  

conventional draper front lead to yield losses. 

• Lentils were difficult to harvest because they are so short. High risk of rocks in grain  
 

Summary 
The Kojaneerup site suffered from a dry season, which greatly reduced the yield potential. Another legume demonstration site 
will be grown in 2019 to showcase legumes crops in hopefully a more favourable growing season. 

The Frankland site also suffered a dry start but enjoyed steady rainfall from June onwards. Some late frosts likely did some 
yield damage, but exact impacts were difficult to measure. 

Faba beans and Field peas were the most impressive looking crops across the two sites. The field peas at Frankland lodged late 
in the season which made harvesting very difficult. We did not collect the full yield grown due to the peas being low on the 
ground. Additionally, the soil type was a forest gravel and we picked up lots of stones in the grain sample. Faba bean prices in 
2018 were exceptional due to high demand and low supply. Future prices at these levels should not be expected.  

The Frankland demonstration site suffered a small amount of water-logging in one section. Faba beans showed much greater 
resilience in comparison to the other pulse crops which is a vital trait for this region. 

Results  

 

Figure 1: Summary of the grain yields achieved at 

the Frankland demonstration site (Simon Hilder). 

The figures indicate the  

t/ha of grain yield for each crop. Trial was sown 

on the 5th of May 2018.  

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2: Summary of the grain yields recorded 

at the Kojaneerup demonstration site (Slattery). 

The figures indicate the tonnes/ha of grain yield 

for each crop. Trial was sown on the 24th of May 

2018. 
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GRDC Legumes demonstrations 2018 cont... 
Nathan Dovey, SCF R&D Co-ordinator 

Legume yields were inferior to canola at the Frankland and Kojaneerup demonstration sites in 2018. Importantly, the same 
pattern was observed for gross revenue ($/ha), although Faba beans were competitive at the Frankland site. However, at the 
time of writing the report the value from the amount of nitrogen fixed from each legume was yet to be tested. This will  
improve the value of growing legume crops when this is factored into the legume package.  

The Faba bean price was calculated at $1000/tonne on March 6th, 2019. This exceptional price made Faba beans gross  
revenue comparable with canola, although still $116/ha less than the Clearfield canola crop. Growers could not expect to see 
Faba bean prices this high very often.  

 

Table 1: Summary of grain yields (t/ha) from the two legume sites in 2018. Table shows the gross revenue ($/ha) of the crops 
from each location. Grain prices were calculated on the 6th March 2019, delivered Perth. Canola $570, Chickpeas $750, Faba 
beans $1000, Field Peas $560, Lentils $530 and Lupins $350. Means followed by the same letter or symbol do not significantly 
differ (P =.05, LSD) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 3: Ariel image of the Frankland legume demonstration site taken on the 8th of November 2018. The striped plots are 
the Faba beans replicates where some of the seed blocked the air-seeder tubes.  
 

Implications 
We experienced many of the challenges, in 2018, that growers have traditionally faced when growing pulse crops. Pulse 
crops need to be sown early to maximise yield potential. There was not an opportunity to do that at either demonstration 
sites last year. Apart from reduced yield, we also encountered heavier weed burdens, due to reduced plant competition and 
poorer chemical efficacy.  

The Frankland trial site experienced a reasonable growing season despite the late start. This enabled us to see the potential 
of Faba beans, Field Peas and even Lupins to a lesser degree. The high prices achieved by Faba beans in 2019 will generate 
interest in legume crops despite growers understanding 2018 was a rare year for grain prices. 

This year we will continue with the project by planting a cereal crop over the 2018 legume plots. We will monitor the cereal 
crop and harvest the plots to determine the yield in 2019. We will determine if there are  
measurable differences in grain yields from the different legume crops grown in 2018. We will also 
soil test each plot in 2019, prior to seeding, to measure the amount of nitrogen that has been fixed 
by each different legume crop.  

This project is supported by funding from the Grains Research and Development Corporation 

Location Kojaneerup Frankland 

Treatment 
YIELD Revenue YIELD Revenue 

t/ha $/ha t/ha $/ha 

Jurien Lupin 0.69a 243 1.05a 369 

Samira Faba Bean 0.29c 289 1.37a 1366 

Bolt Lentil 0.50b 267 0.36a 193 

Kaspa Field peas 0.74a 417 1.14a 640 

Canola control 1.10 627 2.60 1482 
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GRDC Ripper gauge project 2018—2020 
Nathan Dovey, SCF R&D Co-ordinator 

Key messages for 2018 

• Most soil amelioration treatments improved grain yields or were statistically equivalent to the untreated controls (UTC) at 
the Ripper gauge sites in the Albany PZ in 2018. 

• Despite a late break to the season, Albany PZ received a good finish, which meant all ripper gauge trial sites achieved above 
average yields. Three different crops were grown at each site in canola, lupins and barley. 

• The good finish to the 2018 growing season meant the yield penalty for soil compaction was reduced & there was not always 
a significant yield difference between treatments & the untreated controls.  

• Growers are most interested in the results of the ripper gauge demonstrations in the second and third seasons to measure 
costs of installation compared to lasting yield benefits. 

 

Results 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1: 2018 Ripper gauge site located on the Goad family farm in Kojaneerup WA. This trial was located on a white sandplain 
soil with depth to gravel varying from 30-80cm. This graph displays barley grain yields in (t/ha) over the whole length of the 
plots. Means followed by the same letter or symbol do not significantly differ from each other (P=0.05, LSD) 

 

Kojaneerup Summary (Goad’s) 

• Yields indicate no significant improvements in grain yield from any of the tillage treatments compared to the nil treatment.  

• Statistical analysis on the NDVI (biomass) readings on the 21st of July and 26th of August 2019 and plant counts (21st July) 
recorded no significant differences between any of the treatments. Data not shown in this article.  

• The trial site suffered from at least three very strong wind events before and just after seeding. This caused some of the 
sandy top-soil to move, particularly on the deeper ripped treatments from the Tilco and the Depthcharger.  

• The scarifier (15cm) was the only treatment that yielded significantly less than the nil. We suspect this is because the soil 
disturbance exacerbated the non-wetting nature of the soil which delayed plant emergence and reduced overall crop  
biomass.  

 

Figure 2: Lupin yields (t/ha) of the Broomehill 
Ripper Gauge site hosted by Craig Bignell. This 
trial site was placed on a gravelly duplex soil 
type displaying non-wetting characteristics on 
the surface.  Means followed by the same letter 
or symbol do not significantly differ from each 
other (P=0.05, LSD) 
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GRDC Ripper gauge project 2018—2020 cont... 
Nathan Dovey, SCF R&D Co-ordinator 

Broomehill Summary: 

• Three of the four amelioration treatments yielded significantly higher than the untreated control. The ‘Deep rip only’  
treatment yielded 1.9t/ha which was the same yield as the control. 

• The yield improvements, over the control, for the MBP + Ripping, Plozza and the Plozza + Ripping were statistically equivalent 
to each other.  

• The three treatments mentioned above had a 400, 500 and 300 kg/ha yield improvement over the control (nil) treatment 
which was statistically significant.   

• One explanation for the poor 2018 yield result from the Deep rip treatment, was that the other soil amelioration machinery 
mixed the soil, which could have alleviated some of the non-wetting top-soil.  

• The mouldboard plough reached a soil depth of 35cm, the Plozza 20cm and the ripper only reached 25cm on average.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 4: Canola yields (t/ha) in the Darkan Ripper Gauge site hosted by the Duffield family. The trial site was located on a 

gravelly non-wetting soil. Means followed by same letter or symbol do not significantly differ (P=.05, LSD). 

Darkan Summary: 

• No amelioration machinery improved the canola yield in 2018 over and above the untreated control (Nil).  

• The Mouldboard plough yielded significantly less than the other three treatments, including the untreated control (Nil). This 
was probably because of a poorer plant germination in the mouldboard plough treatment. 

• The 2018 season was kind to the Darkan area with steady rainfall throughout the growing season. This may have contributed 
to the lack of yield differences between the amelioration treatments and the untreated control (nil).  

 

This project is supported by funding from the Grains Research and Development Corporation 
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Future farmers student connect program 

Sammy Lubcke, Memberships Officer 

 

SCF are excited to announce a new partnership with Mt Barker Community College and Great Southern Grammar, along with 

the continued partnership with WA College of Agriculture, Denmark to participate in the student membership and mentoring 

program. 

 

SCF is proud to support the youth and the future of our industry by providing better links between farmers and agricultural  

students. The program aims to better equip students by connecting them to farmers and industry professionals, helping to  

enlighten them to the wide range of industry employment the Ag sector provides. This will be achieved through sustainable  

farming innovation demonstrations, lectures and mentoring throughout the year. Some specific activities we are planning to do 

include, offering the SCF student membership package, running a student scholarship essay competition and hosting an ag  

careers info session, just to name a few. 

 

Currently the new term has kicked off and we are already 

in the 7th week of school! Mt Barker is concentrating on 

careers in Ag for term 1 with a focus on technology, its 

implications, applications and benefits to farmers.  

 

SCF invited Stratus imaging and CSBP out to Mt Barker to 

talk about careers in Ag and technology use. Keith from 

CSBP introduced the students to Decipher, their precision 

agriculture platform that generates nutritional insights to 

help the agricultural industry grow its value. Andrew and 

Johnathan from Stratus Imaging introduced the students 

to their UAV’s (drones) that collect data which can assist 

in critical crop management decisions. 

                

SCF hope to get Stratus back later in the year to  

demonstrate their drones in action to all participating 

schools. 
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Target snails early to avoid problems at harvest 
Alaina Smith, SCF Research Officer 

Growers will no doubt be aware that CBH are tightening the 
threshold for snail numbers in barley and canola for the 
2019/2020 harvest.  

Start managing snails now to avoid  
discounts or load rejections at harvest.  

Late summer through to early autumn is a key time to tackle 
snails before they begin to breed. Snails remain dormant over 
the hot summer months and become active with cool, moist 
weather conditions in autumn. If the soil remains moist, snails 
will start to feed and breed, with the potential for eggs to be 
laid in early April. So, the next few months are the best time 
to kill snails, limit breeding and set your cropping program up 
for the rest of the year.  

Control the weeds 

Snails use green weeds and regrowth over summer for food 
and shelter, which aids their survival during hot, dry weather. 
Green material in the paddock can also reduce the  
effectiveness of any stubble bashing or burning and compete 
with baits. Controlling weeds along fencelines and around 
dams, troughs and sheds is equally important so they do not 
harbour snails. 

Stubble bashing  

Stubble bashing techniques such as chaining, cabling or  
rolling can knock snails off stubbles onto the hot ground 
where they dehydrate. Stubble bashing is best for round 
snails but if the activity overturns rocks and roots it will have 
more of an impact on small conical snails that burrow in  
summer. Stubble bashing should be carried out over a few 
hot days to ensure snails are desiccated.  

Burning stubbles  

Burning stubble is another effective way to kill snails before 
they breed. Burning a whole paddock will kill the most snails, 
provided there are no green weeds in the paddock and the 
burn is hot and even with no unburnt patches. However,  
given last years’ windy autumn growers would be forgiven for 
not wanting to take such a risk. DPRID studies have shown 
that burning canola windrows will still kill a high proportion of 
small conical snails. For the best result there should be  
minimal stubble and no green material in the inter rows 
which could provide shelter to snails. Ideally narrow  
windrows should be created at harvest to provide a hotter 
burn. Creating the windrows in summer also gives snails  
plenty of time to congregate under the windrow.   

Burning should be done as close to seeding as is practical to 
avoid wind erosion. Snails can survive burning in heavier soils 
that form cracks and clods which provide shelter.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Early baiting  

Growers in SA are regularly baiting snails twice per season, 
once in early autumn to prevent snails from breeding and 
again after seeding for crop protection. Timing the early 
baiting is crucial as you want snails to be active and feeding 
so that they take the bait before breeding.  

Stirling to Coast Farmers have taken over the snail camera, in 
partnership with DPIRD, and installed it in a snail affected 
paddock to monitor snail activity and feeding. Following the 
recent autumn rain, the snail-cam showed snails moving and 
feeding. If the soil remains moist with cool, dewy nights, it 
will be a good time to start baiting. 

Growers can do their own snail monitoring by throwing out a 
few handfuls of snail baits and checking regularly for evidence 
of snail feeding and mortality. If you find your baits are  
disappearing, be sure that it is snails that are taking them 
before baiting the whole paddock. Snail-cam has already  
detected plenty of other insects feeding on baits at this time 
of year and you don’t want to waste your baits on these off-
target species. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The snail camera that SCF is managing in partnership with 
DPRID takes a photo of the ground every minute. Placebo 
snail baits are used to attract snails and determine if they are 
feeding. A weather station at the same site regularly 
measures air and soil temperature, relative humidity and soil 
moisture.  

Standard 2018/2019 season Confirmed change for  
2019/2020 season 

Barley, BFED 2 snails per ½ litre sample 
1 Snail = 1 whole snail shell 

1 snail per ½ litre sample 
1 Snail = more than half a snail shell 

Canola 
CAN1/CAG1 and 
CAN2/CAG2 
  

  
Snails less than 10mm = 10 max per 
500g sample 

  
Snails less than 10mm = 1 per 500g 
sample 

CANS/CAGS Unlimited Snails less than 10mm = 10 max per 
500g sample 
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‘Mitigating snails, slugs and slaters in southern 
Western Australia’ booklet released. 

Crop damage caused by snails, slugs and slaters, including at seeding time, has increased in the past 10 to 15 years in  
Western Australian grain growing regions since the adoption of no-tillage farming practices. 

Responding to this situation, the Grains Research and Development Corporation (GRDC) has released a new publication 
‘Mitigating snails, slugs and slaters in southern Western Australia’, which provides information that can help grain growers to 
reduce the numbers of these pests on their farms. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GRDC grower relations manager – west, Lizzie von Perger, said the booklet, written and compiled by grower group Stirlings to 
Coast Farmers, combined research outcomes and the experiences of local grain growers and growers from other states  
including South Australia. 

“The publication was initiated as a result of the Albany and Esperance port zone GRDC Regional Cropping Solutions Network 
(RCSN) identifying snails, slugs and slaters as a priority issue for local growers,” she said. 

“It outlines how a consistent approach to integrated pest management throughout the year should help to reduce numbers 
and damage to manageable levels and prevent them from becoming a more significant problem.”  

You can download a copy of the booklet at  
https://www.scfarmers.org.au/s/GRDC-Mitigating-snails-slugs-and-slaters-in-southern-Western-Australia.pdf 

 

 

https://www.scfarmers.org.au/s/GRDC-Mitigating-snails-slugs-and-slaters-in-southern-Western-Australia.pdf
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WA Grain Standards Changes for 2019-2020 

Grain Industry Association of WA  

As a result of the 2018 GIWA Standards Review, there are several changes to tolerances across multiple 

grades and commodities for the forthcoming 2019-2020 harvest.  

 

Some of these changes came into effect during the 2018/19 harvest.  The changes are summarised below and 

are available on the GIWA website and the CBH website. 

Key changes to snail limits 

Snails in canola 

Due to an increased prevalence of snails in canola, GIWA has made changes to sampling methods for CAN1/2 

and CAG1/2 canola grades and introduced new canola off-grades (CAGS/CANS).  

From the 2019-20 harvest, snails that are smaller than 10 millimetres that are found in canola samples will be 

included in the snail count. In previous years, snails smaller than 10 millimetres have been considered as  

admixture. 

Under the new standards, where there is a count of snails smaller than 10 millimetres that is 1 per 500 grams 

or less, growers can deliver into the normal non-GM canola (CAN1, CAN2) and GM canola (CAG1, CAG2) 

grades.  

Where there is a count of snails smaller than 10 millimetres that exceeds 1 but is less than 10 per 500 grams, 

new off-grades for non-GM canola (CANS) and GM canola (CAGS) will be available for growers to deliver into 

across all zones. 

Snails greater than 10 millimetres will remain a level three (3) contaminant and the load rejected on delivery.  

Standard 
2017/18 standards 2018/19 changes intro-

duced 

2019/20 existing and new 

changes 

BARLEY: Snails in 

BFED1 and BFDEC 

2 per ½ litre sample 

Snail =  

Whole snail shell 

2 per ½ litre sample 

Snail =  

Whole snail shell 

1 per ½ litre sample 

Snail =  

More than half a snail shell 

Confirmed change from 

2019/20 season. 

CANOLA: Snail 

tolerance CAN1/

CAG1 and CAN2/

CAG2. 

(See below for 

more information) 

Snails less than 10mm = 

Admixture 

Snails less than 10mm = 

Admixture 

Snails less than 10mm = 1 

per 500g sample 

Confirmed change from 

2019/20 season. 

CANOLA: Introduc-

tion CAGS/CANS 

snail off-grade 

(See below for 

N/A N/A 10 per 500g sample 

New grade confirmed from 

2019/20 season. 

http://www.giwa.org.au/standards
https://www.cbh.com.au/harvest-information/receival-standards
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WA Grain Standards Changes for 2019-2020 

Grain Industry Association of WA  

 

Other receival standards changes for 2019-2020  

 

How receival standards are set 

GIWA is the caretaker of grain standards in Western Australia and collaborates with Grain Trade Australia, 

the WA bulk handlers and industry to review receival standards.  GIWA implements changes on an as-needs 

basis to ensure WA grain is fit-for-purpose, meets customer requirements and maximises returns to WA 

growers.  Consultation with growers, marketers and the WA grain supply chain takes place via the GIWA  

receival standard committees. 

For more information on how standards are set please refer to the GIWA website.  
 
GIWA: + 61 8 6262 2128 admin@giwa.org.au  

  
 Standard 

2017/18 standards 2018/19 changes 2019/20 existing and 

BARLEY: DISTORTED GRAIN  

ASSESSMENT METHOD 

(AS IS, ABOVE A 2.5mm SLOTTED 
SCREEN) 
Malt 1 

Malt 2 
BFED1, BFDEC 
BFED2 

  

  

  

per 100 seeds (1%) 

per 100 seeds (2%) 
7 per 100 seeds (7%) 

15 per 100 seeds (15%) 

  

  

  

20 per 400 seeds (5%) 

30 per 400 seeds (7%) 
45 per 400 seeds (11%) 

80 per 400 seeds (20%) 

  

  

  

20 per 400 seeds (5%) 

30 per 400 seeds (7%) 
45 per 400 seeds (11%) 

80 per 400 seeds (20%) 
  

BARLEY: MALT BARLEY PROTEIN UPPER 
LIMIT INCREASE ALL MALT 1 GRADES 
  

12.5% 12.8% 12.8% 

OATS: OAT2 SCREENINGS N/A N/A 15% 
  

  OATS: OAT2 GROAT COUNT 144 per 2 BPMs 144 per 2 BPMs 72 per 2 BPMs 
  

        

OATS CHEMICAL RESIDUE STATEMENT 

(REFLECTS CURRENT PRACTICE) 

“Chemicals not registered for oats 

(entire load). Nil tolerance of any resi-

dues of any chemical compound not 

registered for Oats, or used in contra-

vention of the labelled instructions, or 

in excess of the 

registered MRL” 
 

N/A Statement as proposed Statement as proposed 

http://www.giwa.org.au/standards
mailto:admin@giwa.org.au
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Optimum Sowing Window (OSW) 

The Optimum sowing window to achieve maximum canola yields in the Mount Barker area using a mid season variety like ATR Bonito 

occurs from early-April to late-May, according to the APSIM-Canola model and local climate records since 1976. This is a period of 2 

months in which yields of at least 90 percent of the maximum can be achieved. 

How do dry and wet years differ? 

Simulations for Mount Barker for the last 19 years, showed that the average yield response to sowing date is very flat (black line in Figure 

1a), indicating that in this area you have a wide period in which to sow canola and have the potential of achieving high yields. Note the 

higher year to year yield variability for late sowings and less year to year variability for sowings in the OSW (Figure 1a). 

Wet seasons (deciles 8, 9 and 10) (Figure 1b) had yields equal or greater than the average, whereas in dry seasons (deciles 1, 2 and 3) 

there was greater year to year yield variability, especially for late sowings (Figure 1c).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Break of the season in the last 4 years 

We have used the APSIM-Canola model and long-term climate records to simulate yields for fixed sowing dates at fortnight intervals from 

mid-March to end-June in Mount Barker and Ongerup (Figure 2). We have also marked the actual break of season (at least 15 mm rain in 

three days) for the last 4 years and the simulated yields if canola was seeded at the break of the season each year. Note the wide  

difference between the individual years and the average. Note also the lost opportunity caused by late breaks at end of May in 2018 (red 

open square), compared with the mid-April break in 2016 (blue open diamond) (Figure 2).  

Canola time of sowing and yield in different  

seasons—SCF Region      
Imma Farre and Martin Harries, DPIRD 
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Chances of having a break of the season 

In Mount Barker and in general in high rainfall locations the optimum sowing window extends to the end of May. Looking at the rainfall 

data for the last 43 years the probability of having a sowing opportunity (defined as at least 15 mm rain in 3 days) by end of May (week 4 

May) is 93%. So in your area, there is a high chance of having a sowing opportunity within the OSW.  

Importance of starting soil water 

The DPIRD “soil water tool” shows that of the 68 mm of rain received in March 2019 at Mount Barker a total of 25 mm would 

be stored in the soil as of April 1, on an gravel soil. According to the APSIM model, at Mount Barker this amount of plant  

available soil water at sowing would give a negligible yield increase, less than 1%, compared to sowing into dry soil. Even 

though early rain might not give a yield advantage, it gives other advantages (weed management, possibility to consider other 

crop options, etc.) 

 

Take home messages 

1. In your area the yield response to sowing date is quite flat, but note that the year to year yield variability increases with late  

sowings.  

2. Climate (temperature, radiation and rainfall) in your area is conducive to high canola yields over a wide range of sowing times, 

provided other agronomical issues are managed (soil water repellence, pests, diseases, etc.).  

 

Canola time of sowing and yield in different  

seasons—SCF Region      
Imma Farre and Martin Harries, DPIRD 
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First aid kits  

First aid kits are essential on farms. Life on a farm comes with its own set of 

hazards and a first aid kit should always be properly stocked and available. It’s a 

good idea to keep a first aid kit, in the home, car, ute, truck, shearing shed and 

workshop. 

Well stocked first aid kits contain - bandages, scissors, saline, cold packs, sling, 

thermal blanket and eye wash. This can mean the difference between life or 

death. 

Everyone on a farm should know where the first aid kits are kept and should 

have first aid training on what to do in an emergency. 

Things to remember 

Keep a first aid kit at home, in the car and at work. 

You can purchase first aid kits from your local pharmacy or from providers such 
as St John Ambulance Australia.  

Do a first aid course, so you know how to help if someone is injured or becomes ill. 
Information sourced from http://www.farmerhealth.org.au/page/health-centre/first-aid-kits and https://
www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/health/conditionsandtreatments/first-aid-kits  

Before you hit the fan (Anger)  

Anger is an emotion that we all experience. However, this powerful emotion 
can be destructive and lead to violence if it isn’t managed. Farming, like many 
occupations, can be stressful. When things go wrong you may feel rage and  
anger. We often take out our anger on those closest to us, our partners and 
families. Learn to understand your triggers, recognise and manage your anger. 

Look at the situations that make you angry, what can you do to avoid those 
things happening? Often they are due to a high level of demand on you and a 
loss of control over the situation.  This may include machinery breakdown,  
broken water pipes, and people not doing what you think they should be doing - 
but how you react can have a profound impact on your own and your family’s 
health. There are many things in life that are beyond our control, and  
recognising this is important to wellbeing. However, how we react to anger is 
something we can control. 

This simple ABC strategy can help: 

A. Be Aware of how you are feeling: Some signs of anger include tightening 
muscles, pressure building in the head, feeling hot or flushed in the face, raised 
heart rate, rapid breathing or increased sweating. 

B. B.    Breathe and allow yourself some time: Step away from a situation 
that makes you feel angry and return after a break with a cool head and a fresh  
perspective. 

C.    Take Control of your emotions and respond safely and non-aggressively: 
Use helpful self-talk such “I am not going to let this situation get to me” or  
“Just stop and take a few breaths”. 

Anger – how it affects people 

Anger is a powerful emotion. Uncontrolled anger may cause increased anxiety, high blood pressure and headaches, and  
trigger fights or abuse. Anger can also be ‘contagious’, particularly in family relationships. If you can manage your feelings of 
anger, you can help break the cycle of extreme emotion. Anger management strategies include regular exercise and learning 
how to relax. Understanding and managing your anger takes effort and practice—but the rewards are worth it. 
 
Information adapted from https://www.farmerhealth.org.au/page/relationships-family/anger  

http://www.farmerhealth.org.au/page/health-centre/first-aid-kits
https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/health/conditionsandtreatments/first-aid-kits
https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/health/conditionsandtreatments/first-aid-kits
https://www.farmerhealth.org.au/page/relationships-family/anger
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Trespassers—your rights 

In view of recent animal activist operations, WAFarmers has 
sought advice from the Western Australian Police Service to 
help safeguard you against trespassers. 

Trespass is when someone enters your private property or 
business without your permission and then refuses your  
requests to leave. 

Police recommend you call them immediately if you find  
trespassers on your property, or if you or your family or your 
staff feel in danger, call the Police link on 131 444.   

Call 131 444 for police assistance or attendance and when it  
is not an emergency, for example: 

• reporting a disturbance or breach of the peace (antisocial 
behaviour); 

• reporting something which has happened in the past; 

• reporting a property-related incident for insurance  
purposes; or 

• making a complaint against police or another individual. 
 
Callers to 131 444 will be asked to press '1' on their phones if 
they require a Police Officer to attend an incident now. If you 
need to report an incident that does not require immediate 
Police attendance you will be asked to press '2'. Calls to 131 
444 from most regional areas are automatically directed to 
the nearest police station. 
 
You should provide trespassers with written direction to leave 
your property using a template similar to one the below.  An 
official, written direction will assist police when removing 
trespassers.  
 
"I am …… (Name and position in company) of the ………………… 
(Company), I now require you to immediately remove  
yourselves and all of your personal property off (property/
name/road/place)." 

 
By verbal instruction:  “I am the authorised owner of this 
property and you do not have permission to enter this  
property and I ask you to leave immediately”.    
 
Before approaching trespassers, record and/or take photos of 
the trespasses ensuring you get their names and car  
registrations.    Try to remain calm at all times and walk away 
rather than engage with the trespasses.  DO NOT be provoked 
into action as the activists will video this for live streaming.   

 
The Key Messages are: 

• Remain Calm 

• Record 

• Report 
 
The Police can assist in the removal of trespassers from any 
land, structure, vessel or place. But, if they can’t arrive in 
time, the police need your evidence to pursue prosecutions.  
We would encourage all businesses to review current security 
arrangements. 
 

Click on the following link: for a summary of the WA  
Trespassing Legislation. https://www.slp.wa.gov.au/
statutes/
Swans.nsf/6c770e45457bd829482568e3002315d2/6
5c764247321d55d48257019001698b0?
OpenDocument 

For further information contact your local Police Sergeant.   
See below for Great Southern contacts.   

Yours sincerely, Rhys Turton, President WAFF 
Phone WAFarmers:  08 9486 2100    

 

https://www.slp.wa.gov.au/statutes/Swans.nsf/6c770e45457bd829482568e3002315d2/65c764247321d55d48257019001698b0?OpenDocument
https://www.slp.wa.gov.au/statutes/Swans.nsf/6c770e45457bd829482568e3002315d2/65c764247321d55d48257019001698b0?OpenDocument
https://www.slp.wa.gov.au/statutes/Swans.nsf/6c770e45457bd829482568e3002315d2/65c764247321d55d48257019001698b0?OpenDocument
https://www.slp.wa.gov.au/statutes/Swans.nsf/6c770e45457bd829482568e3002315d2/65c764247321d55d48257019001698b0?OpenDocument
https://www.slp.wa.gov.au/statutes/Swans.nsf/6c770e45457bd829482568e3002315d2/65c764247321d55d48257019001698b0?OpenDocument
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In 2017/18, two new diseases have been found in wheat and barley in the Albany Port Zone. They are leaf scorching (Fig 1.) caused by 

Neoascochyta spp on wheat and Ramularia leaf spot (Fig 2.) caused by Ramularia collo-cygni on barley. Both diseases can cause  

considerable yield loss if not controlled. The distribution of these two diseases in the region is not known and we need your assistance to 

locate the extent of the spread in the Albany Port Zone.  

Leaf scorch disease on wheat can be easily misidentified as septoria tritici blotch as the symptoms are similar. Ramularia leaf spot on  

barley has symptoms that are similar to spot-type net blotch, physiological leaf spotting or spot blotch depending on the barley variety 

the pathogen infects.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you find any wheat and barley leaves showing the above symptoms, DPIRD would like to receive samples.  Place leaves in a paper bag 

with the information on the variety and the location address and post to Kith Jayasena, DPIRD, 444 Albany Hwy, Albany, WA 6330 or drop 

them in to the Albany office.  

Two newcomers in the area with the potential to 

cause issues for wheat and barley growers      
Kith Jaysena, DPIRD 
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Innovation Generation 2019 

We are bringing together Agricultures top thought provokers and 

pioneers for Innovation Generation 2019. This year’s theme is 

‘Sowing Change’. 

IG benefits the Australian agricultural industry by providing young 

growers, who are establishing themselves in their farming  

enterprises, with an affordable opportunity to participate in a  

conference that focuses on key industry issues relevant to their  

generation. Most importantly, IG provides the opportunity to meet 

and build networks with like minded growers from across Australia 

who are at the same life stages.  

Block out the 22nd-24th of July to join us in Ballarat. Registrations open early April. Keep an eye out for updates and special offers! 

 

GrainGrowers wants you 

GrainGrowers delivers advocacy for the grain growing industry of Australia to government and its instrumentalities to ensure that grain 

producers have the best possible laws and regulations to work within. We can do this because of our members. 17,000 members across 

the country provide the depth of support that makes our advocacy stronger and credible. 

Additionally, GrainGrowers provides leadership courses and conferences for the 25 to 40 year grain producers to help develop talent, 

raise awareness of technology and opportunities for creating a network of friends across the country. 

Becoming a member of GrainGrowers means you can have a say in the policy positions we advocate for. It means you can have your say 

on issues that affect your farming business. 

Membership is free to grain growers. This is because we are financially independent and don’t need membership fees or any help from 

grower levies. Membership is provided to individuals of farming businesses, not the farm business itself. That means everyone can have a 

say in how we operate, ultimately for your benefit. 

Visit our website at https://www.graingrowers.com.au/membership/ or contact Alan Meldrum on 0427 384 760. 

Grain Growers News March 2019    
 

https://www.graingrowers.com.au/membership/
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The Board  

• Ken Drummond 9854 1033 or 0427 541 033 (Chair) 
• Jon Beasley 0427 552 206  
• Darren Moir 0428 279 256 
• Mal Thomson 9854 3038 or 0428 543 038  
• Clare Webster 0427 555 981  
• Mark Preston 0427 834200  
• Ian Evans 9842 1267 
 

Office Staff 

• Christine Kershaw - Chief Executive Officer 0429 236 729 
• Kathi McDonald - Communications Manager 0408 418 531 
• Eva Bett - Office Manager 0408 905 368 
• Samantha Lubcke - Memberships Officer 0417 605 784 
• Nathan Dovey - R&D Coordinator 0429 468 030 
• John Blake - R & D Consultant  0438 761 950 
• Alaina Smith - Grains R&D 0438 986 404 
• Kelly Gorter - Livestock Research Officer  0409 060 065 
• Kaylene Parker - Co-operative Project Officer 0413 856 515 

Photo Gallery 

Thank you also to our 

Silver Sponsors... 

Great capture of the broad-scale long-season wheat trial at Curwen’s last winter by our R&D Co-ordinator, 

Nathan!  If you have any great photos out and about on the farm (or even on holidays!) that you would like 

to share, please forward them to Kathi at the SCF office (kathi.mcdonald@scfarmers.org.au) as we love to 

see what you are up to! 


