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Autumn 2018 

Jottings from the Chair 
Hello everyone,  
 
Welcome to the first newsletter of 2018. There hasn’t been 
much summer rain around this year, which is a bit of a relief 
after the flooding rains in spring last year. Many farmers 
have been busy shearing, liming, claying, calving, ripping, 
budgeting, planning etc, etc and the season has not even 
broken yet! What other farming activities are people up to? 
 
Stirlings to Coast have not stopped either with the annual 
trials review day being held on March 8th plus the very recent ‘Ride and Drive’ 
spray day hosted by the Pieper family at Woogenellup. Thankyou to all staff and 
member volunteers for their efforts in organising these events. They take a lot of 
work to do well, and I have received lots of positive feedback about these events.  
 
The trials review day saw SCF host several important guests from CBH, including 
the new CEO Jimmy Wilson. We also had Stefan Vogel from Rabobank speak about 
the growing competition from the black sea region and the influence on our grain 
prices in WA.  Peter Trefort spoke about the potential benefits from SCF forming a 
co-operative to feedlot and market lambs.  It was encouraging to see somebody of 
Peter’s standing in the red meat industry, supporting what we are trying to do at 
SCF with the co-operatives project. 
 
Congratulations to the R & D team (Nathan, Alaina, John, Kathi, Jake & Christine) on 
their recently successful proposals from the GRDC. SCF were won the following 
three tenders:  

• Ripper Gauge- Demonstrations Sites in the Western Region  

• Demonstration of Legume crops for reliable profitability in the  
Western Region 

• Snails, Slugs and Slaters in Western Australia: Case studies of growers in 
WA’s southern coastal region  

The ripping gauge sites have already had some treatments installed at the Goad’s 
(Chillinup Rd) and at Tambellup with the Squibb family. Some of you would have 
seen the impressive Depthcharger, from the Rocks Gone company, doing  
demonstrations at Pieper’s ‘Ride and Drive’ spray day.  
 
We are still waiting to hear back from other applications that could lead to more 
interesting projects for SCF. I’m sure the team will pass on any news as soon as 
they here back. Overall, 2018 looks to be a very exciting year for the SCF group! 
I wish everybody all the best for the following season, I hope we all get a good 
‘drink’ soon so that we can start our seeding program early and provide us with 
some feed for our ‘4-legged crops’. I don’t know about you, but the 4-legged crops 
were our most profitable performers in 2017.  
 
Also, I hope everyone had a happy and safe Easter.  
 

Cheers, Derek 

Events For Your Calendar 

 

Aglive Workshop—April 12 
Kelly Gorter 0409 060 065   

Farm Security Workshop—April 12 
cranbrook@wife.org.au 

Board Meeting—April 17 
Christine Kershaw 0429 236 729 

Commodities Committee meeting—April 27 

Darren Moir 0428 279 256 

SCF Office opening—April 27 
Christine Kershaw 0429 236 729 

Co-op Committee meeting—April 30 

Ken Drummond 0427 541 033 
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 CEO Update 

Welcome to our first 2018 Focus 
newsletter! The SCF team are   
looking forward to another fantastic 
year, with several new projects 
starting soon. I would also like to 
take this opportunity to welcome a 
new staff member, Kelly Gorter, 
who will be our project manager for 
the new MLA-funded livestock 
traceability project.     

 

Some good news - SCF were successful winning three GRDC 
tenders in March, which you can read about in this  
newsletter in the R&D report. This means we can now shift 
our focus onto developing new project ideas and it would be 
great to hear from members about which local issues you 
want SCF to focus on next.  

 

One of the best ways to influence SCF R&D is to join one of 
our committees. A notice for nominations for board and 
committee positions will be sent out to members in May and 
I would encourage you to consider nominating yourself or 
another member. New positions will be decided by  
members at our next AGM in July.   

 

We have moved! That’s right, SCF has moved out of the 
DPIRD building into our own leased premises at 75 Albany 
Highway (opposite the Dome café). Despite the rumours, 
the move was not just about being closer to coffee shops. 
This is your office too, so you are welcome to come and use 

the lounge facilities (not quite up to standard with Qantas 
lounge sorry) or just come in for a chat or a bit of time-out 
while you are in town. The meeting room and facilities are 
also available for you to use at no cost.  

  

It is great to see we have had five new members joining SCF 
so far this year. Perhaps this reflects a new sense of  
excitement about upcoming RD&E projects and the success 
of both large and small SCF events last year. You will all  
receive your membership renewal notices soon. I hope you 
agree that being an SCF member is not just about receiving a  
newsletter. All our activities are focused on increasing your 
business profitability and supporting our farming community 
so please show your support by renewing your membership 
for 2018.   

 

Denmark Ag College partnership. As you may be aware, SCF 
has formed a new partnership with the Denmark Ag College. 
The main purpose of this partnership is to create  
opportunities for students to interact with experienced 
farmers in the region and to motivate students to take up ag 
careers and stay within the district upon graduation from 
college or university. We will be launching this program in 
May at the College, so please come along if you want to 
meet our farmers of the future and support this initiative. I 
think we will all benefit from having more interaction  
between SCF members and local students. Stay tuned for 
updates on the SCF website www.scfarmers.org.au  

Christine  
Mobile: 0429 236 729 Email: ceo@scfarmers.org.au 

New members lounge  
ALL members and sponsors are  

invited to the opening of our new 

office and SCF members lounge on 

Friday 27 April from 4pm onwards 

with drinks and nibbles provided. 

We will raise the SCF sign out front and put on drinks 

and nibbles.  

The lounge is a WIFI hotspot and has a well-stocked  
library with magazines, ag newspapers and a small play 
area if you have the kids with you. The room can also be 
used for meetings or training and there is a screen and 
projector available free for SCF members and sponsors, 
with self-serve tea and coffee also available.   
 
Open 
Week days Tues-Friday 10am until 4pm 

mailto:ceo@scfarmers.org.au
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     Co-operative Project Update                    Christine Kershaw 

The co-operatives project is in full swing, although we have 
had our challenges. The first part of the project, to  
Investigate the feasibility of a lamb feedlot, has widened in 
scope into a feasibility for a ‘sheep enterprise’, which is  
investigating the model with on-farm supplementary feeding 
systems and an R&D support program for co-op members. 
We should have some initial results from this first part of the 
project in our next SCF newsletter.  

In the meantime, we recently presented an update on the 
progress of the project to FBG members in Jerramungup and 
SCF members at our Crop Updates event in South Stirlings in 
early March. We were fortunate enough to have Peter  
Trefort share his lamb marketing experiences with members 

at the Crop Updates event, which was very well received. 
Peter has a wealth of experience and has provided sage  
advice throughout the development of the project, as has 
Ken Drummond and other members of the co-operatives 
project Executive Committee.  

Our next challenge is to meet with processors this month to 
talk about new marketing opportunities for lamb and see 
how we might be able to work together in the future. This is 
a crucial part of our investigation – increasing the ‘value’ for 
lamb commodities through logistical co-ordination of supply 
and meat quality. For more information and YouTube videos 
about the project, see the SCF website.  

www.scfarmers.org.au 

Co-operative Project Ambassador, Peter Trefort, 

presenting to SCF members and sponsors at our 

recent Crop Updates event in March. 

Topic: Sheep production and farm technology  
 
SCF is inviting members to participate on a one-week tour in northern NSW in August 2018. This is a great 
opportunity to travel with other farmers to catch up on the most recent developments in sheep  
production and on-farm technology.  
 
The tour will be led by Nathan Dovey and a local farmer host. Places on the tour are limited to a ‘first 
come, first served’ basis with a deposit needed confirm places. The tour will include a free day in Sydney 
and then fly to Armidale to visit CSIRO and the University of New England’s SMART FARM complex where 
we will look at virtual fencing, remote livestock monitoring systems, DNA profiling, nutrition and pasture 
management issues. There won’t be much driving involved so we will also have time to visit local farmers 
who are doing extraordinary things. 
 
Cost:   The cost of the tour is subsidised by SCF with a cost to members of $1,400 pp (excl. GST), which 
includes four domestic flights, transport, accommodation and some meals.  
  
Dates: Fly out from Perth Sunday 29 July returning Saturday 4 August to fit in with the start of LambEX in 
Perth 5-7 Aug.   
 
A more detailed program will be developed once we have received some RSVPs from members. For more 
info contact Kathi by email kathi.mcdonald@scfarmers.org.au  or go to our website at: 
www.scfarmers.org.au 
 
Hope you can make it!  

     2018 Member’s Tour of NSW                     
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Hello to all our SCF members and followers, particularly those I haven’t yet had 

the pleasure of meeting.  

I am very excited to be joining the SCF team to work in the livestock and  

technology side of the group as a Livestock Research Officer. I will be  

working part time for SCF, managing the new livestock traceability project we 

have got going in conjunction with Aglive, while also working on a farm in 

Wagin. 

Home for me is Mobrup in the south west corner of Kojonup, on a sheep and 

cropping property. I have just completed a Bachelor of Animal Science  

majoring in Livestock Production at the University of New England (UNE) in 

Armidale, NSW, where I also completed an honours project looking at the  

potential of GPS tracking sheep to produce a red meat yield map. I spent three 

years living over there, trying not to freeze in their very cold winters and see-

ing how the eastern staters operate. My time at UNE and in the agricultural  

industry has led me to my keen interest in eID and new tools and technologies 

for the livestock industry, which I am looking forward to building on in this 

role. When I’m not working, I enjoy playing the expensive but exhilarating 

horse sport of polocrosse (because who wants spare time and quiet weekends  

anyway!) and hope to continue playing back here in WA.  

Feel free to call for a chat or send me an email any time to share your thoughts 

on anything livestock and areas you would like to see Stirlings to Coast Farmers 

expand into. I look forward to meeting you all throughout the course of the 

year. 

Cheers, Kelly Gorter 

Livestock Research Officer 

M: 0409 060 065  E: kelly.gorter@scfarmers.org.au  

Staff Profile—Kelly Gorter, Livestock Research Officer  

Livestock traceability project underway             Kelly Gorter, SCF 

Our Livestock Traceability Project is getting underway with 17 

producers from around the region so far having expressed  

interest in participating. Several processers and the two major 

selling complexes in the region have also come on board. We 

have been in discussion with the service provider, Aglive, to get 

these participants set up with an account and get their farm 

maps uploaded to the app so they can begin to use the  

features as desired. In the coming weeks we will be providing 

producers, both cattle and sheep, with electronic identification 

tags to put in some of their animals that are destined for a  

domestic market this year. Aglive and SCF will also hold a “how 

do I use this thing” workshop to show everyone in the trial how 

the app works and what it is capable of. 

The Aglive IntegriPro phone app or web page is designed to be 

used with RFID/eID technologies to streamline the traceability 

of animals all the way through the supply chain. It allows  

producers to generate eNVD’s (electronic National Vendor 

Declaration’s) avoiding the hassle of the paper based system 

and eliminating the need for manual uploading of information 

to the NLIS database. It also has farm management features 

where users can record location (which animal is in which  

paddock, as a member of which mob), treatments, animal 

weights, supplementary feed, fleece information and stock 

sales/purchases all on an individual or mob basis. By having a 

comprehensive, digital record of stock treatments and  

movements within the farm, producers can better understand 

their management techniques and identify paddocks which 

have produced certain quality animals at market. It will also 

allow processors to give feedback on individual animals as 

identified by their unique RFID number on their eID tag. 

 

We are still looking to take on a couple more producers if  

anyone else is interested in participating and testing this  

product with us. SCF and Aglive will provide all the equipment 

required and the Aglive registration costs will be covered.  

A training workshop with Aglive is being held this week on April 

12 at the Mt Barker CRC. 

Visit www.aglive.com for more information on the product or 

give our project co-ordinator, Kelly Gorter, a call on  

0409 060 065 if you are interested in participating.  

http://www.aglive.com
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R&D Update—New projects for 2018 
 

Nathan Dovey & Alaina Smith  

Demonstrations of Legume Crops for Reliable Profitability in the Western 

Region. 

Hosting three broad-scale demonstration sites and partnering with Farmanco to run three crop sequence modelling  

workshops within two-years. We will sow 2-3 pulse crops (e.g. faba beans, field peas, lentils and lupins) in paddock-scale 

strips (much like the wheat projects) in year one. We will measure the key components of the pulse crops and follow up the 

assessments in the following seasons crop (likely to be barley or canola). This will give a practical demonstration of how the 

whole cropping system benefits from adding pulses. The data generated will be used by Farmanco to run different crop  

sequencing models to predict the profitability of adding pulse crops to your cropping rotations. It is hoped that we will find at 

least one viable pulse cropping option in each location. Worst case scenario, we will find three crops that won’t work in an 

environment and this will reduce the need for farmers to experiment with unprofitable pulse crops! (Funded by GRDC). 

We will also sub-contract out one of the trial sites to Southern Dirt and in return we will host a couple 

of trial sites for their projects (see the two ‘shared’ projects at the end). 

“Ripper Gauge” Demonstration 

This project involves implementing four deep ripping demonstration sites within the APZ on four different soil types. The trial 

demonstration sites will include different ripping machines depending on the subsoil constraints at the trial site that need 

fixing. The main soil constraint mentioned in the application was compaction, but also non-wetting topsoils, waterlogging and 

acidity. Just like the legumes trial we will subcontract out two sites to the Southern Dirt group and involve FBG and Gillami 

where appropriate. 

We have provisionally selected two trial sites for this  

project. One with Josh Goad, on the Stirlings’ sandplain, and 

one with the Squibb family at Tambellup on a clay soil. The 

Goad family having recently purchased a Trufab Tilco deep 

ripper will make installation costs at that site, much  

cheaper. Additionally, SCF have been in contact with Tim 

Pannell from the Rocks Gone company (same company that 

invented the “Reefinator”) about demonstrating their new 

machine, the “DepthCharger”. Comparisons between these 

two would be useful because the Depth Charger is nearly 

double the cost of the Tilco. These two machines can have 

inclusion plates added to them. Inclusion plates re-locate material from the surface down the back of 

the ripping tyne. This means that lime, gypsum or topsoil can be placed deeper into subsoil. SCF have 

been particularly interested in this concept for delivering lime into acidic subsoils.  

(Funded by GRDC).  

 

Snails, slugs and slaters in Western Australia: Case studies of growers in 

WA’s south coastal region 

This project is to create a case study booklet (20 case studies) highlighting the various methods and activities that farmers in 
the Albany, Esperance and South Australian port zones are doing to control slugs, snails and slaters. We anticipate there will 
be more case studies on snails and slugs, rather than slaters. To see an example, of a similar booklet produced, go to https://
grdc.com.au/RCSN-BreakCropsRotations.  
An example of things that farmers are doing, might be baiting strategies, using stripper fronts, burning windrows from the 

header, etc. (Funded by GRDC). 

SCF have also been confirmed an additional $60,000 for the next three years from DPIRD to conduct 
extension activities on the snail threat to the grains industry in our region. There are obvious synergies 
between these two projects.  

https://grdc.com.au/RCSN-BreakCropsRotations
https://grdc.com.au/RCSN-BreakCropsRotations
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R&D Update—New projects for 2018 continued... 

Nathan Dovey & Alaina Smith  

Partnership projects 

Optimising timing and rate of nitrogen application in waterlogging  

conditions in the Western Region 

SCF, in partnership with Southern Dirt, will run three demonstrations sites across the APZ to gain a better understanding of 

nitrogen management in waterlogged conditions in barley and canola crops. The GRDC understands that farmers and  

advisors are unsure about how much N to apply, when to apply it, and what form of N to apply in 

waterlogged conditions. Also, how much N do you apply at different levels of waterlogging?  

(Funded by GRDC). 

Summer cropping demonstrations for the 

Western Region  

SCF and Southern Dirt are conducting a summer cropping  

demonstration project with three trial sites run over two years. Being a 

summer cropping project, the trial will likely start at the end of this 

year depending on the seasonal conditions.  

We think this trial has a great fit for SCF members, given the  

number of farmers planting summer crops every year. This trial would 

involve growing 2-3 summer species in a demonstration  

paddock and then following the effects (hopefully beneficial) to  

the following winter crop grown in the same paddock.  

(Funded by GRDC).  

Questions or comments? Call SCF R&D Coordinator, Nathan Dovey on 0429 468 030  

Expressions of interest to host SCF trials for 2018 

SCF are looking for members willing to host farm-scale demonstration trials for the following crops—long season dual-purpose 

wheat, noodle wheat and crop legumes. 

If you are interested in hosting any of these or would like more information, get in touch with SCF R&D  

Co-ordinator, Nathan Dovey, on 0429 468 030 or nathan.dovey@scfarmers.org.au  
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FARM SECURITY 
Learn from the experts on how to keep your farm and property safe 

from thieves at the next Cranbrook WIFE meeting. 

 

Sgt Laurie Seaton, Cranbrook Police will be giving an update and key tips. Dr Christine Kershaw, CEO,  
Stirlings to Coast will be showcasing cameras and signage available. 

 

WHEN:  9.30am Thursday 12th April 

WHERE: Tenterden Hall, Tenterden 

 

For more information and to RSVP contact cranbrook@wife.org.au 

Daycare available, contact Mare Bears on 0407 982 612.  

Student Membership Package Launch at Denmark Ag College. 
SCF will be launching our new Student Membership and Mentoring program in partnership with the WA College of  

Agriculture, Denmark on Friday May  4. 

SCF is proud to support the youth and the future of our industry by providing better links between farmers and agricultural  

students. SCF CEO, Christine Kershaw, will be launching the program at the College on Friday May 4 from 1:20pm, to  

College students and staff.   

The program includes a membership package enabling the students to learn about SCF, our members and agricultural research 

through our newsletter, Trials Review booklet and targeted presentations and demonstrations by SCF staff and sponsors in the  

Agricultural Industry.  It is hoped the initiative will create more connections between farmers and agriculture students and will 

hopefully lead to more young people considering a career in the agricultural industry. 

Future plans include extending the Student Membership to other local schools with an Agriculture focus and conducting on-

farm trials and demonstrations with the students.  Students will also have the opportunity to take part in work experience 

placement at the SCF office, and later with interested SCF members. 

If you would like to know more about this exciting new partnership or wish to become involved in the Student Mentoring  
Program in the future, please get in touch with Kathi McDonald at the SCF office on 0408 418 531 or  
kathi.mcdonald@scfarmers.org.au.  

COMING SOON!   
SCF will soon be entering the digital age with the launch of 

our new social media presence on Twitter, Facebook, 

LinkedIn and our continuing use of YouTube to get  

relevant and timely information to our members and to 

hear back from you about the things you want to see. 

Keep an eye out for an announcement soon of how you 

can ‘follow’ us and keep up to date on all the SCF  

happenings and access the latest locally relevant  

information! 

mailto:cranbrook@wife.org.au
mailto:kathi.mcdonald@scfarmers.org.au
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SCF held our Crop Updates and Trials Review on Thursday March 8. Highlights from the day included a presentation by CBH 
CEO, Jimmy Wilson, and a discussion by Stefan Vogel of Rabobank on the impact of Black Sea wheat on our markets.  Other 
popular presentations from the day included the review of our 2017 trials by R&D Co-ordinator Nathan Dovey (feed wheat), 
R&D Consultant John Blake and member Jon Beasley (noodle wheat) and Jeremy Lemon (deep ripping).  Jeremy even showed 
us all what a multi-talented person he is, not only presenting some very interesting results from the deep ripping trials at  
Curwen’s and Goad’s, but also presenting some of it as a song!  

Presentations from the day will be uploaded shortly to the SCF website for those of you who missed out.  The SCF 2017 Trials 
Review Booklet was also presented at the Crop Updates, and will  be available for download on the website.  If you would like 
a hard copy mailed out, please get in touch with Kathi (kathi.mcdonald@scfarmers.org.au) or Eva (admin@scfarmers.org.au) 
in the SCF office. 

SCF would like to thank CBH for their ongoing support and sponsorship of the day, and GrainGrowers for their sponsorship of 
the Sundowner at the end of the day. 

2018 Crop Updates and SCF Trials Review Day 

Kathi McDonald, Communications Officer 

ABOVE: A good turn out for the SCF 

Crop Updates. 

LEFT: Co-op project ambassador, Peter 

Trefort, outlines his experiences with 

the Q-Lamb brand. 

BELOW: Rabobank’s Stefan Vogel  

presenting on the economic impact of 

Black Sea wheat on global markets. 

ABOVE: CBH CEO, Jimmy 

Wilson, outlines  future 

plans for CBH. 

BELOW: SCF R&D Co-

ordinator, Nathan Dovey, 

presents the results for the 

feed wheat trials for 2017. 
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Stirlings to Coast Farmers (SCF) held a self-propelled (SP) 
boom-spray “Ride and Spray” day on the 20th March at  
Pieper’s property in Woogenellup, organised by the East 
Group committee. Local farmers were given the rare  
opportunity of taking each machine for a test drive across the 
paddocks to assess the ride, comfort, vision and many other 
factors which are difficult to assess on the showroom floor. SP 
Boomsprays were showcased from the following machinery 
dealerships: 

McIntosh & Son – Miller Nitro and Hardi RUBICON 9000 

C & C Machinery – Croplands Rogator 

AFGRI John Deere – John Deere R4045 

Farmers Centre –  Case Patriot and GOLDACRES G6 

Agrifac- Condor Endurance 

Stirlings to Coast Farmers would like to thank all machinery 
companies for giving up time, money and effort to display 
their latest SP boomsprays to our members. We would also 
like to thank the Pieper family for providing the paddock to 
host the event. Finally, thank you to Mal Thompson and the 

SCF east committee for organising the event.  

In addition to the boomsprays on display, SCF were fortunate 
to host the “DEPTHCHARGER” ripper from the RocksGone 
company. Thankyou to Tim Pannell for bringing the machine 
into our region and allowing us to complete trial work at the 
Goad’s property in the morning, and for demonstrations in the 
Pieper’s paddock.  

C and C Machinery generously provided a FENDT 1042 tractor 
to pull the machine for our research trial and to  
demonstrate its wares at the field day.  

Some final thanks to Anthony Hall (SCF member), who bought 
his own designed seed & fertiliser trailer, “The Wildcard” to 
the event.  

The day was finished off with a sausage in a bun cooked on the 
Elders BBQ and some beverages donated by the machinery 
companies. We were joined by some late comers who had 
been fighting a fire during the day. Everyone who attended 
had a great time and the field day extended into a field night.  

‘Ride and Drive’ Spray Day and Depthcharger Demo                                              
Nathan Dovey, R&D Co-ordinator 
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Following a successful trial during the 2017/18 
harvest, we’re working on rolling out the new  
mobile CDF app (known as the Carters Delivery 
Form) for the 2018/19 harvest to all sites across 
the network. 

During the trial that took place at some sites in 
the Kwinana zone, nearly 19,000 loads and 
900,000 tonnes were delivered using the app and 
the response from users, including growers and 
transporters, was overwhelmingly positive. In a 
post-harvest survey, 93 per cent of users rated 
the CDF app as positive and said they preferred 
using the app over the paper forms. 

 

How the CDF app works 

The app provides growers with instant  
notifications of their grain deliveries. It allows 
growers and truck drivers to pre-submit  
information of their load while on the farm and 
notify the CBH receival site of a coming delivery. 

When the load arrives at site for sampling, results 
are immediately available in the CDF app. This  
enables the deliverer to choose and accept a 
grade and continue with the delivery, or opt to 
deliver to another site. 

Real time notifications are also sent to the grower 
of sampling results, along with the driver’s arrival 
and departure from the receival site. The app also 
shows which sites are open, which grains are  
being accepted at each site, and the approximate 
waiting time at the site. 

 

The benefits of the CDF app 

Cycle time – the app will allow CBH to accurately 
measure the performance of its sites during  
harvest, including queue wait time before the 
sample shed and all the following steps in the  
delivery process. This will allow us to better  
manage cycle times during harvest and help  
prioritise investment in the network.  

Real time data - the app will provide growers on 
the farm real time information on where their 
truck is in the delivery process, along with viewing 
sample and weight results in an instant.  

Safety - the app delivers a number of safety  
improvements by reducing the number of people 
on foot around trucks in the delivery process. 

Efficiency - it will also speed up a number of the 
processes involved in delivering a load of grain, 
which will lead to improved cycle times and  
therefore increased productivity.   

 

New estimates system will link to the CDF app 

In addition to the CDF app, we will also be  
introducing a new estimates portal for growers to 
provide their crop estimates at a paddock level via 
LoadNet. This information will link directly to the 
CDF app when you come to use it at harvest, 
streamlining the delivery process even further. 

CBH developed the app to deliver on our key  
focus of achieving greater efficiencies for growers, 
which includes reducing wait times wherever  
possible. We can now take this data, analyse the 
patterns at each of the sites and generate  
efficiencies where safely possible to keep harvest 
moving for growers. 

 

Next steps 

Right now we’re making some improvements to 
the app, and also developing the new estimates 
portal. We’ll provide further information to  
growers as we progress during the year and if you 
have any questions or comments in the  
meantime, please call the Grower Service Centre 
on 1800 199 083. 

New CDF app to be rolled out for harvest 
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Frequent and in some cases significant summer rainfall events in 

WA beg the question “how much nitrogen (N) will be mineralised in 

my soil and will it be available to my crop?” 

Soil derived N (and other nutrients in organic matter) is an im-

portant source of what your roots will ‘see’ during the year and 

should be considered when undertaking your nutrient management 

planning. But can we bank on it being available when plants need 

it? 

Key facts on nitrogen mineralisation? 

Mineralisation refers to the conversion of soil organic matter by 

microorganisms into plant-available forms of N – initially ammoni-

um (NH4) and subsequently nitrate (NO3), this last process being 

driven by nitrification. Most inorganic bag fertilisers applied in am-

monium form are also converted by these same processes to NO3. 

So a large component of both soil and fertiliser N supply relies on 

biological processes before being made available to plants. 

Changes in the composition – including the carbon to nitrogen con-

tent of organic matter in soil influence the rate at which it is de-

composed, as do soil type, temperature and soil moisture. As car-

bon to nitrogen ratios narrow below 25:1, decomposition rates 

increase and release of surplus N is more likely. Very acidic soils < 

pH 4.0 are likely to be much slower (months to years) to mineralise 

organic matter. High cereal or oilseed stubble loads can actually 

result in lower soil N availability to plants, as any N in the residues 

is used by microorganisms to break down the stubble and where 

required additional soil and/or fertiliser N may also be taken up for 

a period of time. This is called immobilisation. 

While mineralisation can slow down to almost a stop and speed up 

very quickly, it is a continuous process and as a rough rule of thumb 

2-3% of the soil organic matter ‘bank’ of N will be mineralised each 

year. Factors that slow mineralisation are low moisture availability, 

cooler temperatures, low nutrient to carbon ratios and low surface 

area contact with soil.  

What does it mean for me? 

N demand for early crop growth often exceeds N supplied from the 

soil because mineralisation is slow when temperatures are low and 

occurs more rapidly when soils start to warm up in spring. This ear-

ly-season N gap between demand and supply is usually filled by 

applying starter or “pop-up” fertiliser N. 

Over the 2017/18 summer many regions received rainfall when 

temperatures were also high, so N mineralised during a time when 

there were no growing plants (other than weeds) to utilise it. Opti-

mum mineralisation rates occur when 80-90% of total pore space is 

filled, but as long as moisture enters the soil even a rainfall event as 

low as 5 mm is sufficient for microbial activity to reach 60-70% of 

its optimum where it remains moist. It will only remain active while 

wet however. This mineralised N should be evident in post-rainfall 

soil tests if it hasn’t leached deeper in the soil profile with subse-

quent rains. Starter fertiliser N could be reduced if soil tests indi-

cate there has been an N free kick from N mineralisation. 

There is a risk on deep sandy soils that the mineralised N has 

leached below the depth of soil testing and may be too difficult for 

roots to take up early in their growth. Subsurface constraints may 

mean the N will always be out of reach of plants or the N may be 

too deep for roots to access when they need it. 

Peak mineralisation is estimated at 1-2 kg/ha/day for a soil with 1 

per cent organic carbon, though in some instances over summer 

where moisture is available this can be as high as 5 kg/ha/day. Dur-

ing cooler growing months the rate is more likely to be less than 0.3 

kg/ha/day. During periods of high plant growth, such as at flower-

ing, crops can need up to 4–5 kg/ha/day so incremental mineralisa-

tion of organic matter is unlikely to supply sufficient N. A bank of N 

from earlier fertiliser applications and/or mineralisation is needed 

to bridge the demand – soil supply gap. 

If your preceding crop was a legume crop or pasture, a component 

of this (estimated at 25%) of the legumes’ biologically fixed N might 

be available. 

The amount of N mineralised between harvest and recent rainfall 

will be detected by soil testing. As a rule of thumb, 10 mg/kg of 

nitrate plus ammonium N is equivalent to about 15 kg N/ha in your 

soil. There will be further mineralisation of soil organic matter as 

the season progresses; however, after sowing, the amount of N 

mineralised is more difficult to measure and models provide good 

estimates of in-crop mineralisation. 

The best strategy for growers is to concentrate on increasing N use 

efficiency by determining background soil N, determining optimum 

N application rates and timings of fertiliser to try and make as much 

use as possible of soil N supply. 

A significant investment in soil nutrition has been announced by 

the Grains Research and Development Corporation (GRDC) from 

2018. Facilitated and led through the SoilsWest alliance at UWA by 

Dr Craig Scanlan (UWA Adjunct, DPIRD), nodes of work will be led 

by UWA’s Daniel Murphy (nitrogen) and Zed Rengel (phosphorus) 

and Murdoch University’s Richard Bell (potassium). Working with 

industry and growers this new research investment will improve 

knowledge about nitrogen ‘cycling’ and availability, soil phosphorus 

and potassium storage, sources of supply and responsiveness of 

crops. So stay tuned… 

 

 

Summer rainfall and factors affecting nitrogen mineralisation 

Frances Hoyle (UWA), Wayne Pluske (Equii), Craig Scanlan (DPIRD)  
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Spot type net blotch (STNB) resistance to some Group 3 fungicides 

has now been confirmed in the south of WA. Two STNB populations 

with different levels of resistance have been found in South Stirling 

and Esperance. 

The population found in South Stirling had very high levels of  

resistance to tebuconazole and propiconazole, moderate levels to 

prothioconazole and low resistance to epoxiconazole. This  

population will be very difficult to control with tebuconazole or 

propiconazole-based fungicide formulations, which will have  

implications for crop management in this region.  

Growers need to be cautious about STNB control and implement 

adequate integrated disease management strategies to minimise 

the ongoing selection of STNB resistant populations.  

Spot Type Net Blotch Control  

Being a stubble borne disease, rotating crops or managing 

stubble are paramount for reducing disease carryover, 

Selecting more resistant varieties will reduce disease severity.  

 

However, these measures will not be very effective unless care is 

given to the choice of fungicide: 

Any spray program heavily dependent upon Group 3 (DMI) 

fungicides will increase the selection of the resistant  

populations.  

The introduction of seed dressing (Systiva ®, Group 7),  

in-furrow (Uniform ®, Group 11) and foliar products  

containing fungicide mixtures from different chemical 

groups such as 3 (DMI), 7 (SDHI) and 11 (Qol) in  

combination with the removal of tebuconazole and  

propiconazole from control programs in the affected areas, 

will provide the best opportunity to limit the spread of 

resistance in STNB to other barley growing regions of WA.  

For the wider area of WA, propiconazole is still likely to be 

effective for STNB control but definitely must be used only 

once followed or following another fungicide active group 

(eg. SDHI or QoI). 

 

Recommended fungicide strategies (lower great southern): 

Do NOT use tebuconazole as a stand-alone product, in barley 

anywhere, its use is now compromised in spot type net 

blotch as well as powdery mildew and net type net blotch 

(NTNB). Where it is used as a component of Prosaro ®,  

apply only once in the season.  

In the South Stirlings area we recommend that propiconazole 

should NOT be utilised for STNB control. The effectiveness 

of propiconazole for other diseases should not be affected 

but its use can still add to the selection pressure on any 

STNB present.  

Use other DMI base products such as prothioconazole or  

epoxiconazole only once followed by another active 

(preferably from the SDHI or QoI groups).  

Note: To determine the distribution of the resistant STNB pathogen 

population and determine further which fungicides should be 

avoided in disease management, send net blotch samples in a  

paper envelope directly to the following address: Attention Fran 

Lopez- Ruiz, CCDM, Curtin University, Kent St, Bentley WA 6102. 

Include the variety name and location with GPS co-ordinates. 

For Further Inquires please contact Kith Jayasena, DPIRD Albany 

Office, Kithsiri.Jayasena@dpird.wa.gov.au, 98928477/0407081388 

 

Figure 1:  STNB infected Oxford barley near South Stirling in 2017  

Group 3 resistance confirmed for spot form of 

net blotch in the south of WA  

Fran Lopez-Ruiz1, Wesley Mair1, Geoff Thomas2, Andrea Hills2 & Kith Jayasena2, CCDM1, Curtin University and DPIRD2, WA.  
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Why is stem rust important this 2018 season?  

• Wheat stem rust has been found on regrowth wheat and barley around South Stirling in early 

March 2018. 

• Current wheat varieties such as “Zen” and “Ninja” are susceptible to stem rust. 

Stem rust:  

• Out of three rusts (stem, stripe and leaf) affecting wheat, stem rust is the most damaging and 

can cause up to 100% yield loss compared to the other two rusts. 

• Recent research at UWA indicates that the stem rust pathogen can survive in dead tissue for 

nearly a year which is against the normal belief that rust can only survive on living material. 

• Recent warm weather conditions this autumn are conducive for disease development.  

How to manage the disease? 

• Destroy any green bridge at least 4 weeks prior to sowing. 

• Select varieties with good resistance such as Supreme (RMR), Eradu (MR) 

• Currently only foliar fungicides are registered to control stem rust. No seed dressing and in-

furrow fungicides are registered for the disease. A list of fungicides registered for the purpose 

can be found on the DPIRD web site.  

https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/barley/registered-foliar-fungicides-cereals-western-australia  

• Regularly inspect crops for rust from tillering stage. Be prepared to apply foliar fungicide if seen. 

Noodle wheat growers are warned about  

stem rust this season 

                    Kithsiri Jayasena, DPIRD, Albany 

https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/barley/registered-foliar-fungicides-cereals-western-australia
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The Board  

The following are members of the Stirlings to Coast Farmers Board. 
This group meet regularly and guide the events and research priori-
ties for the group. They appreciate input from the wider member-
ship and can be contacted on the  
numbers listed below : 
 

• Derek Curwen 9854 3012 or 0428 543 012  (Chairperson) 
• Jon Beasley 0427 552 206 
• Ken Drummond 9854 1033 or 0427 541 033  
• Darren Moir 0428 279 256 
• Mal Thomson 9854 3038 or 0428 543 038  
• Clare Webster 0427 555 981  

 
Office Staff 

• Christine Kershaw - Chief Executive Officer 0429 236 729 
• Trish Ryans-Taylor - Finance Officer  
• Kathi McDonald - Communications Officer 0408 418 531 
• Eva Bett - Office Manager 0408 905 368 
• Nathan Dovey - R&D Coordinator 0429 468 030 
• John Blake - R & D Consultant  0438 761 950 
• Jake McGuire - Research Agronomist 0437 407 517 
• Alaina Smith - Grains R&D 0438 986 404 
• Kelly Gorter - Livestock Research Officer  0409 060 065 

Photo Gallery—member competition 

SCF are looking for budding photographers, or those that just 

want to ’dob in a mate (or Dad!)’ to send in photos for  

inclusion in our member’s photo gallery!   

So get snapping those ‘oops’ moments, or a great or  

artistic photo or moment captured on your farm!  A couple of 

photos will be displayed in each issue of the newsletter and 

the best photo for the year will win a bottle of local wine! 

Winner will be announced in our summer edition, out just 

before Christmas! 

So get snapping and forward your photos to  

kathi.mcdonald@scfarmers.org.au. 

Thank you also to 

our Silver Sponsors 


