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Autumn 2017 

 

Jottings from the Chair 

This time of year just gets busier and busier;          
somehow this once quiet time of the year doesn’t 
seem so quiet anymore. SCF have also been very 
busy. SCF hosted the GRDC Regional Updates event 
at Kendenup in early March. These updates were for 
the whole of the Albany Port Zone and required a fair 
bit of communication with the other grower groups 
and GRDC to organise; giving SCF a boost in profile in 
the region. The day was huge, with 115 attendees, 
some great speakers (Prof. David Hughes was very popular), technology       
displays and plenty of networking afterwards.  

Since then we have had our AGM and our own Trial Updates at South Stirling. 
We have welcomed two new board members, Jon Beasley from Frankland and 
Darren Moir from Amelup. Jon and Darren will make a great contribution to 
the group and it is good to get some more regional diversity on the board. I 
would also like to thank board members Iain Mackie, John Hood, Shane 
Greenslade and Tony Slattery who are stepping down this year. John is a     
former chairman and he and Shane have been on the board since the start. 
They each have contributed their time and expertise to the group during their 
respective terms and we hope that they will stay involved with SCF. My time as 
Chair finished at the AGM, with Derek Curwen taking on the role. Derek is    
another member who has been involved with the group since its inception and 
will be an adept leader of SCF.  

I would also like to welcome two new staff members at SCF: Eva Bett as our 
office manager and Nathan Dovey as our new R&D co-ordinator. Nathan and 
Eva had a running start working hard to help organise a number of recent SCF 
events about the place and I am sure you will be impressed with their          
professional approach and dedication.  

On that note, I would like to thank those who have helped me in my time as 
Chairman… Heather Adams early on and later Christine Kershaw, the board, 
SCF staff and members. I am very proud to have been a part of SCF in the past 
two years and think we are on a track for a productive future. Good luck with 
seeding everyone, let’s have a great year!  

 

Scott 

 

Events For Your Calendar 

 

 
Friday 21st July 2017 

Livestock and Technology Field Day,  

Venue TBC 
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     Chief Executive Officer Update 

Introducing Nathan Dovey... 

Hello all and thank you to everyone who has made me feel welcome since I started on 7 March. For those that don ’t 

know me, I grew up in Manypeaks and went to high school in Albany. I studied Agricultural Science at UWA and  

returned home to the farm late 2007.  

I am excited to join SCF for many reasons, which include collaborating with SCF partners, working on all aspects of 

agronomy and partnering with farmers I know closer to home. It is an exciting time to be working in agriculture.  

My role as SCF Research & Development Co-ordinator has become full time recently due to expansion of the SCF 

group. John Blake remains our senior consultant R&D advisor and the rest of our team continues to build on his 

good work delivering high quality, locally relevant research to our members.  

Please contact me if you have any ideas you want to discuss or include in our R&D program. The expansion of SCF 

means we have increased capacity to try new ideas and see if we can help you to find solutions to your agronomic 

issues.  

I look forward to working with you all in 2017 and beyond. Good luck for the following     

season.  

Nathan   

Research & Development Co-ordinator  

Contact: (M) 0429 468 030 

(E) nathan.dovey@scfarmers.org.au  

Hi Everyone! Well, what a year 2016 
was for SCF! We really kicked some 
goals and 2017 is already shaping up 
to be another growth year for SCF. 
You may have noticed some new 
staff – welcome to Nathan and Eva, 
our newest SCF team members.   
We also have a new Chairman, 
Derek Curwen. Congratulations on 

your appointment and a big, big thanks to outgoing 
Chairman Scott Smith, who has been in the role for 2 
years and has been a rock to the rest of us. 

The reason we have taken on new staff is so that we 
can widen our R&D efforts in the livestock and trials 
area and so that we can run more local events for our 
members. This year, SCF will be hosting our first big 
livestock event on Friday July 21. You will hear more 
about that in the next newsletter but please put that 
date in your diary. To support the efforts of our       
volunteers, SCF also has established a new Events 
committee, chaired by SCF Board member Tracy   
Bradshaw. If you have ideas about events or R&D why 
not come onto one of the SCF committees and get 
involved. We are planning to hold more ad hoc type 
field events this year and there will be more             
opportunities for us to get together socially. 

This month I have also spoken to surrounding councils 

about the state of our local unsealed roads. There has 
been a lot of media attention on the main roads, 
which is great but members also wanted us to        
highlight the poor condition of some of our local 
roads.  

Now that SCF has more capacity, we can do more 
about local issues like this for our members. If you 
have issues that are local and you think we can help, 
please let us know. If it’s local and relevant to farming, 
then we will try to help. 

Looking forward, we are still waiting to hear about 
funding proposals that were recently submitted but 
we are feeling positive that this year is going to be 
another big one for SCF. We want to do more with 
dual purpose crops and plant protection, sheep han-
dling and collaborative farming. Please put your hand 
up and get involved if you want to contribute to the 
group. 

All the best for the new season – see you out and 
about. 

Cheers 

Christine 

Mobile: 0429 236 729 

Email: ceo@scfarmers.org.au 

mailto:nathan.dovey@scfarmers.org.au
mailto:ceo@scfarmers.org.au
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Over 100 growers and industry representatives enjoyed perfect    

weather and a great venue at this year’s SCF-hosted GRDC Grains     

Research Updates at Kendenup Lodge on March 6. Participants were 

able to view a varied cross section of displays in the trade village along 

with a packed program of really interesting speakers on topics such as 

machinery, agri-business, food market trends, drone technology, 

agronomy, pests and diseases etc. There was something to interest 

everyone. 

The day was opened by SCF Chair, Derek Curwen and GRDC Grower 

Services Manager, Roger States. They were followed by Professor     

David Hughes from the UK, who delivered a very vibrant and engaging 

presentation on ‘Global Consumer Food Trends’. The main points to 

come from David’s very energetic presentation were the opportunities 

for grain farmers in the increasing consumer interest in ‘health and 

wellness’ with the perception of mixed grains, oilseeds and pulses as 

‘super foods’ and also the opportunity for pulse growers with the in-

crease in the non-meat protein movement. David’s vision for the future 

for grains in WA was that we would be likely to see a more diversified 

range of grain crops grown on Western Australian farms, with more 

processing and value-adding done on a local scale.  

Other topics throughout the day included presentations on non-wetting 

soils, soil compaction, snail detection in crops and control options, dual 

purpose crops, getting legumes in to the rotation, crop diseases and 

noodle wheat production. A highlight of the concurrent sessions was 

the presentation on technology in agriculture by Ben White and Josh 

Giumelli from the Kondinin Group. The boys gave a very engaging and 

light hearted look at the increasing use of modern technology in      

agriculture – from auto steer and autonomous tractors to ‘swarm   

farming’; to drones and the use of 3-D printing and improvements in 

spray technology. Canadian researcher Lone Buchwaldt presented the 

second key note address, giving the Canadian experience with canola 

disease threats and control options, highlighting the breeding of      

improved resistance in new varieties. 

After the formal presentations were concluded, 

everyone was treated to a noodle cooking      

demonstration and taste testing by AEGIC. There 

were also drones demonstrations by Stratus      

Imaging and big machinery on show. The day     

finished with drinks and nibbles generously       

sponsored by Grain Growers Australia. Many of 

those that attended also opted to stay for dinner 

and enjoy the delicious meals prepared by staff at 

the Kendenup Lodge. 

If you missed the Research Updates, head to the SCF website where 

you can download most of the presentations from the day -               

http://scfarmers.org.au/updates-presentations-2017/ 

A great day out at the 2017 SCF-hosted  

GRDC Grains Research Updates 
Kathi McDonald, SCF 

http://scfarmers.org.au/updates-presentations-2017/
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SCF R&D Program: Long Season Wheat 
 

Nathan Dovey & John Blake – R&D  

What are the potential benefits of growing long season wheat varieties?  

The reason for planting long season dual purpose wheat varieties is that they will provide additional income through    
grazing opportunities whilst experiencing minimal crop yield losses yet still achieving higher yields than conventionally 
grown spring varieties. Growing long season wheats are most suitable when we have wet soil profiles in the March-April 
period offering the chance to start seeding earlier. 

For example, this year some SCF members had early sowing opportunities in March-April thanks to significant summer 
storm activity. April to date has been very dry and farmers are waiting for the traditional “break” before they start       
seeding. If we end up having a late break our yield potential will be lower for all crops. However, long season dual purpose 
wheat crops sown in March or April will still have a very high yield potential.  

 

What happened in 2016 to our long season dual purpose wheat trials?  

We had limited yield results that performed better than spring wheats Trojan and Sceptre in 2016. In the plot trials only   
Cobalt achieved a higher yield than these two varieties. Cobalt is currently a feed variety only and Trojan and Sceptre are 
graded APW and AH respectively.  

In the larger farm scale trials, we tested fewer varieties and Trojan was our spring wheat control. Naparoo was the best 
performed long season wheat over all trials. Trojan was very competitive at the high yielding sites that did not suffer from 
any serious yield constraints like waterlogging and frost.  

Interestingly at John Howard’s Manypeaks trial, Flinders barley out-yielded the wheat by at least 900kg/ha. 

At Kendenup, the site suffered severe waterlogging after the grazing period. The waterlogging hindered the recovery of 
the crop and allowed ryegrass to thrive, which contributed to significant yield loss. 

 

What did we learn in 2016 about dual purpose long season wheats? 

We learnt that long season wheats don’t like waterlogging or being sown after ANZAC day. They have higher risk of frost 
damage due their long growing season. Sowing early gives a double pronged benefit of increased yield potential and     
alleviating some frost risk. Grazing combined with water logging lead to yield losses and poor ryegrass control at 
Kendenup. 

Many of the currently available varieties are too 
long in season length to be grown in WA. Long 
season wheats are destined to be an opportunistic 
crop only in WA unless the variety season length 
can be shortened to better suit our conditions. 
Early sowing opportunities are still essential to 
success and we don’t always have adequate soil 
moisture to sow in March and April. When sowing 
later than ANZAC day it appears that spring 
wheats like Trojan and Sceptre will yield more 
than long season varieties.  

It is probably too early to determine which long 
season varieties have the most potential for SCF 
members. Based on current data we think Cobalt, 
RAC 2341, Naparoo and DS Pascal could be the 
best. 

Note: The barley had a later sowing date, mid May, than the wheat varieties (21st April). At Hopetoun (SEPWA trial),    
DS Pascal yielded considerably more than the Manning and Sunlamb varieties. The DS Pascal only had one replicate and 
therefore results should be treated with caution. We have included DS Pascal into our 2017 program to properly        
evaluate its performance.  
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SCF R&D program: Long Season Wheat  
 

    continued…                            John Blake & Nathan Dovey – R&D Coordinators 

What are we doing in 2017? 

Small plot trials at Manypeaks 

The plot trials are going to be hosted by John and Christine Howard on Pfeiffer road. One trial will be evaluating 12 varieties 
and two times of sowing. This will increase our knowledge of variety yield potential. The two times of sowing will enhance 
our understanding of the yield penalties for later sowing dates. It is expected some varieties will maintain yields better than 
others. A second trial will test interactions between seeding rates and Nitrogen efficiency on two varieties. Four different N 
strategies will be tested over two seeding rates of 90 and 140kg/ha respectively. We are hoping to refine our N strategy for 
growing long season wheat. The aim is to try and be more responsive to the seasonal conditions which will increase N      
efficiency, final yield and of course profit. 

 

Larger farm-scale trials at South Stirlings, West Kendenup, Manypeaks and Perillup 

DS Pascal, Sunlamb, Naparoo, Cobalt, Mannning, Trojan and RAC 2341 are all being evaluated in farmer scale trials in 2017. 
On the 27th March we sowed Manning, Cobalt, Naparoo and Sunlamb at Curwen’s on the South Stirling School Road. As you 
can see from the photo below it is growing at an exceptional rate. Trials at Preston’s and Pyle’s will also be sown within the 
week and Lynch’s trial is planned to be sown in the last week in April.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Since March 27th we have had limited opportunities to sow another trial, due to a drying soil profile. This scenario highlights 
one of the difficulties of trying to grow dual purpose long season wheat in WA.   

This year we will be collaborating and sharing results again with other grower groups Southern DIRT and SEPWA. We plan to 
graze some of the trials and quantify the paybacks of the grazing dual purpose long season wheat. 

Any questions, call Nathan on 0429 468 030 or email nathan.dovey@scfarmers.org.au  

Photo: Curwen wheat trial 

on the 19 April 2017. Trial 

was sown on 27 March  

2017. 

For a full run down and results from all SCF trials and projects, please head to the publications 

section of the SCF website - www.scfarmers.org.au to download the 2016 Trials Review      

booklet. If you would like a hard copy of the booklet sent to you please get in touch with the 

SCF office and we can post one out to you. 

mailto:nathan.dovey@scfarmers.org.au
http://www.scfarmers.org.au
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SCF’s first livestock R&D project kicked off in Feb 2017 with the establishment of two MLA Producer           
Demonstration Sites for sheep. Thank you to members Jeff and Kate Stoney and Andrew and Nicole Slade,  
who will be demonstrating the benefits of electronic ear tags (eID NLIS tags) and advanced sheep technology 
on their properties over the next three years.  

The driver; is to gather greater knowledge of breeding flock pedigrees and traits, as only partial (sire) traits 
within the flock is currently known. With rams purchased, in correlation of observation and true breeding     
values (ASVB’s) for selection of best quality, only 50% of their genetic makeup is passed onto the progeny, with 
the other 50% maternal (ewe). To gain greater advances within the sheep enterprise for consistent higher    
value progeny then the ewes need to be assessed.  

To understand more about ASVB’s please click on the following link; www.sheepgenetics.org.au 

This will be achieved; through eID (NLIS tags) and hi-tech technology equipment. The eID tags will be the aid 
to connect information (body weight, fleece weight, micron, reproductive performance, carcase traits, and 
worm burden) to each individual sheep. eID tags from several NLIS tag companies will be tested at one site for 
ease of application, longevity and readability. 

Advanced technology, “Pedigree MatchMaker” (PMM) will take the mystery out matching mothering ewes to 
their progeny. Lambs will be tagged with their own eID tag, with ewes already tagged and over a 4-6 week   
period, run through a race setup in paddock, which electronically reads the eID tags as they pass through. The  
tag numbers are logged in the system in regard to distance (in time) between each sheep or progeny to        
determine which mothering ewe belongs to which lamb with a reported accuracy rating of up to 95% in recent 
studies.  

The value of information; from knowing          
parentage, then allows lambs to be assessed in 
regard to producers key traits of interest. Ewes            
producing under-performing lambs within the 
traits of interest can then be removed from the 
system. A cost-benefit analysis will be                
undertaken so members can see the potential 
gains and value that using this type of             
technology can deliver and the possible income     
produced by having superior performing      
breeding stock. 

The benefits of using Walk-Over-Weigh (WOW)    
technology will also be tested as a labour saving    
management tool for producers to monitor their 
sheep ready for market, mating, during low feed    
supplies to ensure adequate feed is meeting their 
requirements. 

 
 
Demonstration field days will be held by SCF in late July and October on member’s Producer Demonstration 
Sites for you to observe the technology in action on these demonstration farms. Keep an eye on our website 
for more information: www.scfarmers.org.au  

Integration of Livestock into SCF R&D 

Pedigree Match Maker in action.                                                               

         Photo Courtesy Jonathan England from Aginnovte 

http://www.sheepgenetics.org.au
http://www.scfarmers.org.au
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As livestock are making a come-back into cropping enterprises, constraints are being felt in 

terms of fencing costs and labour in particular. So, could computer generated/virtual fencing be 

the answer? CSIRO, along with a company Agersens have been working together to produce 

the e-shepherd - a fenceless farming system. 

The e-shepherd allows farmers to view, monitor, and move their livestock from anywhere in the 

world using their smartphone or tablet. The system works through the use of a GPS enabled  

collar, which includes patented training software that each individual animal wears. Fences can 

be constructed virtually using the app and once animals are trained, respond to cues. 

Potential Uses/Benefits for our members 

 Improved grazing methods and feed utilisation by being in control of grazing pressure 

 Through improved grazing techniques, increased quality and quantity of feed 

 Reduced risk of soil erosion, due to better grazing management 

 Ability to monitor and move stock 24/7 remotely, improving animal health and welfare 

 Alerts to farmers in case of theft and fence breakouts  

 Allows paddocks not 100% suitable for cropping to still be utilised as a grazing areas 

 Reduced impact to wildlife compared to barbed wire or netted fencing 

 Reduced pollution and damage to water ways 

Stirlings to Coast will be demonstrating this innovative technology at our livestock event on      
Friday 21 July and are planning to start trialling this new technology on SCF member’s farms in 
2018.  
 
For further information about the technology, please follow the link to the website 
www.agersens.com or watch out for more on the SCF website www.scfarmers.org.au  
 

 

Labour saving technologies  
- the answer behind successful integration and management of mixed farming businesses 

http://www.agersens.com
http://www.scfarmers.org.au
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A successful ‘how to’ spray information day was attended by 
31 SCF members at the Hunt’s family farm “White Gums ” in 
Woogenellup. Bill Campbell from Farmanco covered many 
topics, including water rates, droplet size, use of adjuvants, 
spraying near machine wheels plus summer and winter 
spraying arrangements. Bill strongly emphasized that correct 
set up and calibration of your machine is far more important 
than the colour or brand.  

Bill acknowledged that farmers have a tough compromise 
between the quality of the application and efficiency of the 
spraying program. Many questions were asked of Bill over 
the day and he had great answers to all of them.  

In the afternoon, we took a hands-on approach and looked 
at the Hunt’s recently purchased SP RoGator. Bill performed 
a calibration of some nozzle outputs which showed a        
discrepancy between the computer and the actual flow rate. 
A difference is not uncommon or necessarily a problem, but 
Bill said it needs to be accounted for in calculations.  

To finish off the session, some farmers displayed their nurse 
and batch tank mixing set-ups. Thank you to Reece Curwen, 
John Howard, Tony Slattery and Craig Pieper for transporting 
their machinery to the Hunt’s farm for the day. It was good 
to share and see other farmer’s set-ups and ideas for       
efficiently mixing and filling boom sprays.  

The official ending to the day was followed by some drinks 
and a sausage and onion in a bun on BBQ trailer provided by 
Matt Ericsson. SCF would like to thank Shane Greenslade 
and the members of the East Group, Jake McGuire and Tracy 
Bradshaw for organising the event.  

Also thank you to Ken, Nathan and Darren Hunt for hosting 
the day. 

Stirlings to Coast Farmers Spray Day at Woogenellup 6 April 2017 
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Keep chemicals safe during disasters 

Growers in the Wheat belt are urged to stay vigilant and keep their properties clear of agvet chemical waste this    

season,  

Generous summer rainfall and flooding in some areas has resulted in the proliferation of weeds, which take up      

precious moisture and nutrients intended for crops, and many farmers are carrying out extra spraying to control the 

problem which is expected to see a surge in chemical usage during the next few months. 

The team behind Agsafe’s product stewardship programs, ChemClear and drumMUSTER, are encouraging property 

owners to plan for the disposal of unwanted chemical and drumMUSTER drums in the lead up to seeding. 

Why not make drumMUSTER one of those “B” jobs while you have extra staff in the lead up to seeding. 

To register unwanted chemicals for collection, visit www.chemclear.org.au or phone 1800 008 182.   

To dispose of empty, clean agvet chemical containers, find out where your nearest collection point is at 

www.drummuster.org.au or phone 1800 008 707. 

 

Graeme Passmore, WA consultant, phone: 0429 933 307 

http://www.chemclear.org.au
http://www.drummuster.org.au
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The Board  

The following are members of the Stirlings to Coast Farmers Board. This group 

meet regularly and guide the events and research priorities for the group. They 

appreciate input from the wider membership and can be contacted on the  

numbers listed below : 

 Derek Curwen 9854 3012 or 0428 543 012  (Chairperson) 

 Jon Beasley 0427 552 206 

 Tracy Bradshaw 0499 477 013 

 Ken Drummond 9854 1033 or 0427 541 033  

 John Howard 0428 543 004  

 Darren Moir 0428 279 256 

 Andrew Slade 9852 4096 or 0433 779 426 (Events West) 

 Scott Smith 9847 7043 or 0429 466 037  

 Mal Thomson 9854 3038 or 0428 543 038  

 Clare Webster 0427 555 981 (Events West) 

 

Office Staff 

 Christine Kershaw - Chief Executive Officer 0429 236 729 

 Heather Adams - Finance Officer 0428 541 051  

 Kathi McDonald - Communications Officer 0408 418 531 

 Eva Bett - Office Manager 0408 905 368 

 Nathan Dovey - R&D Coordinator 0429 468 030 

 John Blake - R & D Coordinator 0438 761 950 

 Jake McGuire - Senior Research Agronomist 0437 407 517 

 Victoria Bennett - Livestock Extension Officer 0428 171 285 

 Alaina Smith - Grains R&D 0438 986 404 

Photo Gallery 

Thank you also to 

our Silver Sponsors 

Southern TOOL & FASTENER CO. 

 

WOOL AGENCY CO PTY LTD 

Mark Holland (Program Manager 
for the Grower Group Royalties 
for Regions R&D program) and 
John Blake at the SCF Western 
Research Hub in July 2016. In the 
background the long season 
wheat trial sown on Iain Mackie’s 
place can be seen. 

The Heliripper in action at a deep 

ripping trial site…the dog may be 

hoping bones rather than stumps 

come to the surface! 


