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From the Stirlings to Coast Farmers’ Chair

“As a Gold Sponsor, we have been fortunate to
work with many of the group’s forward-thinking
and progressive farmers through mutual learning
opportunities and partnerships. We believe the
Stirlings to Coast Farmers group has a strong
future that will benefit agriculture in the region and
we look forward to our continued relationship with
the group.”
Rabobank, SCF Gold sponsor since 2012

“Farmanco have been part of SCF since its
inception and we have really enjoyed seeing
the growth and ability of SCF to gather and
disseminate locally relevant information. Our
sponsorship of SCF is an opportunity to give back
to our clients.”
Brent Pritchard, Agronomist, Farmanco

“The partnership between SCF and DPIRD gives us
the opportunity to communicate with a motivated
member base. This ensures that our activities can
be tailored to meet farmers’ interests, which then
ensures relevance, good engagement and uptake
of new ideas.”
Jeremy Lemon, Senior Development Officer,
Department of Primary Industries and Regional
Development

Success for our members is at the core of 
everything we do at SCF and we share this goal 
with our sponsors. The relationships that are formed 
through sponsorship and the mutual support 
that is nurtured is highly valued by our members. 
Recognising the critical link between our members 
and those that support them in their farming 
business provides us all with an opportunity to work 
together more closely to secure a positive future for 
our farming community.

Sponsorship of SCF is a fabulous opportunity 
to invest in a group that supports the ongoing 
development and continual improvement of farming 
in our region, ultimately supporting a more resilient 
farming industry and local economy. By supporting 
SCF, you are supporting your business and our 
members, and in this way, we can build and grow 
agriculture together as we continue to deliver relevant 
and credible research and develop new
opportunities for our members.

Derek Curwen
Chairman, Stirlings to Coast Farmers
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Introducing Stirlings to Coast Farmers Inc.

A positive and innovative grower group
Stirlings to Coast Farmers (SCF) is a not-for-profit
organisation led by farmers from the regions of Albany,
Denmark, Walpole, Mt Barker and Cranbrook; an area
expanding 100km around the Albany Port Zone. The key
focus for SCF is to deliver credible, relevant agricultural
production research and information to our grower
member base to enable the region and our members to
increase productivity and profitability in a sustainable way
and to build a more resilient farming community.

Stirlings to Coast Farmers aims are to:

• provide members with proven, relevant and targeted 
information which improves knowledge and profitability 
relevant to local conditions

• provide a forum to focus on and manage research, 
development and extension in the SCF regions

• provide opportunities for members to interact and 
exchange ideas and information

• be member owned and driven

• continue to develop collaborative partnerships by seeking 
the involvement of individuals and organisations in the 
pursuit of our objectives

Formed in early 2009, SCF is managed by a volunteer 
Board comprised of farmers from throughout the group’s 
area of operation. The Board develops and oversees 
the strategic direction of the group and is informed by 
its membership, as well as a number of sub committees 
who drive the actions of SCF. The SCF Board and its 
committees are supported by the Chief Executive Officer, 
who leads a dedicated and highly qualified team of 
professionals.

SCF Board
SCF Board meetings are held regularly throughout the year, 
except during the busy seeding and harvest seasons.
Gold level sponsors are invited to attend the second half 
of all SCF Board meetings, often followed by a social 
opportunity to meet directly with some of the largest and 
most successful farmers in the region.

SCF also has a number of committees that meet regularly 
to oversee the operations of the group.“SCF is very important because of their ability to

extend the information down to the grassroots level.”

Brent Pritchard, Farmanco

Stirlings to Coast Farmers organisation chart

SCF WEST GROUP
Chair Clare Webster &

Lindsay Watterson

BOARD
Chair Derek Curwen

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
Christine Kershaw

 RESEARCH COOPERATIVE  ADMINISTRATION

R&D COORDINATOR
Nathan Dovey

R&D CONSULTANT
John Blake

SENIOR RESEARCH OFFICER
Alaina Smith

FINANCE & GOVERNANCE
COMMITTEE

Chair Ken Drummond

COMMODITIES COMMITTEE
Chair Darren Moir

R&D COMMITTEE
Chair Iain Mackie

SCF EAST GROUP 
Chair Mal Thomson

COMMUNICATIONS
MANAGER

Kathi McDonald

MEMBERSHIP OFFICER
Samantha Lubcke

OFFICE MANAGER
Eva Bett

GRAINS AND LIVESTOCK
RESEARCH OFFICER

Kelly Gorter

PROJECT OFFICER
Kaylene Parker
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About our Members

“Our family business has been a member of SCF
since 2012. Our membership is an important way of
being close to research and development topics of
interest to our business and also provides us with a
fabulous networking opportunity with farmers in our
local area.”

Clare Webster, West Tenterden farmer

“The link between farmers, researchers and service
and product suppliers is critical, SCF provides this.
SCF are very good at keeping their finger on the
pulse and providing feedback to ensure leaders and
scientists are aware of what the issues are at the
grassroots level.”

Iain Mackie, West Mt Barker farmer and founding
member of SCF

A snapshot
Stirlings to Coast Farmers has a steadily increasing
membership of 200 individuals, representing 80 large
farming businesses and 350,000 hectares of farmland.
SCF members are established cropping and livestock
businesses who support many agricultural service
businesses and other non-agricultural businesses on the
south coast through the operation of their enterprises.
They are generally very active community members and
have a long and strong history in the area.

Our members are highly involved with SCF as a result
of the group’s proven commitment to action member
requests for current and regionally relevant information on
improving their productivity and sustainability. Members
have direct input from the strategic planning level through
to the trials and project activity level.
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SCF in Action

A leader in grower driven research and
development
The Stirlings to Coast Farmers group has an 
extensive trials program, which brings a range of 
cutting edge information to its members to support 
SCF’s core business of agronomy and farming 
systems research, development and extension.
SCF has identified five major production limiting 
issues facing producers on the SCF regions. These 
issues provide the focus for our Research and 
Development Business Plan:
• pasture and crop optimisation
• plant protection (weeds, diseases, insects)
• soil constraints (physical, chemical and biological)
• measuring chemical resistance (weeds, diseases, 

insects, animals)
• new enterprises (new crops, varieties, market 

opportunities)

Pictured: SCF trials communication site at Kendenup (just
West of Albany Hwy) with large road signage and farm
gate signs with sponsors highlighted.



SCF Sponsorship Prospectus: Growing agriculture together 2019 P.
 5

“SCF members have an allegiance to their group.
As a partner, we see that SCF members show great
support and interest in our work, especially events.”

Jeremy Lemon, Senior Development Officer, DPIRD

SCF achievements in 2018-19
• Secured $1m funding grants for SCF projects in 2018 & 

2019
• Steady membership and sponsorship growth
• 20 R&D field trials currently in progress (2018/19)
• High level of member commitment and participation
• Significantly increased capacity of the group
• Moved into premises in prominent position on  

Albany Highway

New trials and activities recently commenced:

• Commenced new initiative to establish a farmers’  
Co-operative enterprise (2017)

• Commenced partnership with Denmark College of 
Agriculture, Mt Barker Community College and Great 
Southern Grammar School with 100 new student members 
to work collaboratively to encourage students to pursue 
careers in agriculture.

• Continued to widen our focus on livestock RD&E projects
• Established several new partnerships with research 

providers and technology companies
• Held first major livestock event in (2017) with over 130 

attendees
• Increased profile of SCF in media and with local  

State and Commonwealth Government funders
• Initiated our own NBN network for SCF members in Mt 

Barker and South Stirlings
• Initiated 2 new Smart Farms
• New projects (2) around soil mitigation
• 2 new NLP2 projects for sustainable farming
• New WA meat brand for WA livestock producers

• Initiated new partnership to establish regional brand for 
livestock and grain for our region (2018)

• New social media campaigns with Facebook and Twitter

The 2018 season was a very busy one for SCF with a 
range of projects and activities undertaken. These included 
research trials and field walks on:

• Non-wetting soils – nil disturbance systems
• Soil constraints trials (focus on soil compaction and 

effects of deep ripping)
• Soil amelioration; delving and mould-board plus lime
• Soil acidity and efficacy of lime: lime quality and topsoil 

and subsoil pH (sub soil constraints)
• Broad-scale variety testing with seed companies
• High Rainfall region wheat varieties – long season and 

noodle wheat trials
• NVT’s National Contract testing of varieties (No direct 

SCF involvement)
• Herbicide resistance management systems and member 

herbicide testing program
• R&D phased pasture systems for livestock
• Pasture systems for crop based rotations
• Legume pasture phases in rotations
• Livestock management systems using eID tags (MLA 

funded)
• Livestock productions systems including on-farm 

demonstrations of livestock handling technology
•  Digital collars and pasture utilization (IoTag)
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“SCF events are an invaluable opportunity
for interaction between local farmers with the
experience, leading researchers with the knowledge
and service and product suppliers.”

Iain Mackie, West Mt Barker farmer

Year in, year out SCF has a very full events calendar with
events always extremely well supported by members and
the wider community alike. Events include:

• Crop Updates (28 February): providing an opportunity 
for members, researchers, product and service 
providers to:

- get the latest information from local, national and 
international researchers and industry experts

- network with those who are at the cutting edge of 
improving WA’s cropping systems and innovations 
to improve the WA grain supply chain

- build and extend their technical knowledge of the 
industry.

• Spring Field Day (27 September): The SCF Spring 
Field Day is a major annual event attracting the majority 
of our members, key speakers and other farmers from 
other regions. Trials and demonstrations managed by 
the group and in partnership with a range of research 
bodies are visited with a variety of speakers talking to 
relevant local issues.

• Annual Dinner: Our AGM will be held in conjunction 
with our Annual Dinner where members and sponsors 
enjoy themselves in a social gathering.

• Smaller events/field days throughout the year: A 
range of other flexible and responsive events are held 
throughout the year, which are tied to current projects, 
trials and demonstration programs. SCF remains on 
the front foot with regard to industry innovation and 
will provide events to support locally relevant topics as 
needed.

• Social events: SCF also holds sundowners, BBQs 
and other social events that provide an opportunity for 
our sponsors to mix informally with our members. 2019 
will see a stronger focus on social events where our 
members and sponsors can mix together informally.

• Livestock 19 (27 June):  A bi-annual SCF forum 
focused on livestock productivity and technology 
advancements.  

SCF activities and events for 2019
SCF is seen by Government, funding bodies, industry
groups and companies as a credible and innovative
organisation to invest in. SCF currently has over
$1,000,000 of projects being managed by the SCF team.

SCF will revise its strategic plan (2016-2020) in 2019 and
continue to build on our strengths and open up new
opportunities for our group. Our increased capacity also
means that we can work more closely with our members
and sponsors to deliver greater benefits.

Our activities for 2019 are to continue to build the 
capacity of SCF to undertake locally applied research 
and continue to explore new market-driven opportunities 
for our members in noodle wheat, feed wheat and lamb 
production.  We will establish a farmer-owned co-
operative in June 2019 in the region to improve profits to 
our members.  This will enable participating members to 
be involved further up the value chain and increase farm 
returns without having to take on too much individual 
risk.

SCF events provide an excellent
opportunity for our sponsors to
interact with members directly in
a relaxed and informal setting.
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SCF eNews
Six snapshot update publications, the ‘SCF eNews’ is
made available electronically to members, friends of SCF
and sponsors in the months when we don’t send out our
newsletter. The eNews ensures members receive more
frequent updates on current projects, events and relevant
industry information.

Extending information and sharing knowledge
SCF employs a communications officer to ensure our
communication products are kept up to date and relevant.

SCF Website and Social Media Program
Regular (weekly) updates are made to our 
website and a new Facebook page and twitter 
have been added to our communications 
program. This provides additional opportunities 
for sponsors to connect with our members.

SCF Focus Newsletter
Four newsletters are prepared and distributed annually
to members, sponsors and other interested parties.
Sponsors’ logos and feature articles are promoted
throughout the year. 
In response to member requests, our newsletters are 
printed and mailed out to members directly.
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Action through collaboration
Project partners provide a great deal of value to SCF 
including project resources, in-kind support to projects, 
expertise in execution, and training provision.

Existing partnerships include:
• Department of Primary Industries and Regional 

Development (DPIRD)
• Albany, Plantagenet and Cranbrook Local governments
• Denmark College of Agriculture
• South Coast Natural Resource Management (SCNRM)
• Neighbouring grower groups
• Council of Grain Grower Organisations Ltd (COGGO)
• Grain Industry Association of Western Australia (GIWA)
• Grains Research and Development Corporation (GRDC)
• Meat and Livestock Australia (MLA)
• Cooperative Bulk Handling (CBH)
• Grower Group Alliance (GGA)
• Western Australian Famers Federation (WAFF)
• Australian Export Grains Innovation Centre (AEGIC)
• Commonwealth Government Farm Co-operatives and 

Collaboration Pilot Program
• Commonwealth Government and Farming Together 

Pilot Program
• Aglive Pty Ltd

“Working with SCF allows DPIRD and its team to
more readily and effectively achieve its objectives.”
Jeremy Lemon, Senior Development Officer, DPIRD

CURRENT SPONSORS

GOLD

SILVER

BRONZE

Bayer

CBH

Great Southern Fuel Supplies

Rabobank

Pacific Seeds (Advanta)

CSBP

Elders

Grain Growers Australia

Intergrain

Landmark

Nufarm

Summit Rural

Albany City Motors

Albany Engineering

Albany Organised Primary Producer Co-op

Farmanco

Farmers Centre

Frankland Rural

Heritage Seeds

Karribank Country Retreat

Manypeaks Store

Motel Le Grande

Pascoe Accounting and Advisory

Peter Graham & Co

Shearwell Australia

Stratus Imaging

Ten Tigers

Wellstead Rural Services

Western Australian College of Agriculture Denmark

Wool Agency Co

Partnerships
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Sponsorship Packages

Supporting farmers by supporting SCF
Stirlings to Coast Farmers invites you to consider a
sponsorship opportunity with our group. All sponsorship
packages can be tailored to meet your specific
organisational objectives, we have included an outline of
the benefits and costs below:

Stirlings to Coast Farmers works very closely with a
small range of sponsors. We are dedicated to developing
mutually beneficial agreements. Our sponsorship program
offers a unique opportunity to:
• increase your organisation’s brand exposure to SCF 

members potentially resulting in increasing sales
• improve your company’s staff knowledge and experience 

with the farming community through involvement in local 
research projects and events

• improve your company’s profile and position as a good 
corporate citizen

• network with other agribusinesses and supporting 
businesses, policy makers, other regional bodies 
and government departments, resulting in improved 
collaborations

• meet informally directly with our members at regularly well 
attended events

“Our business and agribusiness are co-dependant 
so we want to maintain and develop closer
networks with farmers. SCF provides us with this 
opportunity”

Trevor Hood, Great Southern Fuel Supplies,
Gold sponsor
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Exclusive GOLD level benefits - $12,000
Promotional strategy meeting with CEO 3

Exclusivity rights at Gold sponsorship level for specific industry type 3

Opportunity to develop feature article for one edition of SCF Focus Newsletter (1 pg) or eNews (2 pg) 3

Advertising in SCF Research Trial booklet (annual) – A4 page Ad. 3

Interaction with SCF staff and industry networks and contacts 3

Opportunity to address attendees at SCF Major Events (keynote) 3

SCF partnership signage front SCF office on Albany Hwy 3

Fence or road signage at Trial Sites 3

Attend SCF Board meeting as an observer 3

Logo on all press releases and formal correspondence 3

Logo displayed on SCF Website home page 3

SILVER level benefits - $5,000 3

Opportunity to participate on SCF sub-committees 3 3

Opportunity to show case field trials at the SCF Spring Event 3 3

Opportunity to conduct product/service giveaway at SCF Events 3 3

Trade promotional display at the SCF Major Events (2) 3 3

Logo displayed in the SCF Newsletter (quarterly) 3 3

Logo displayed in eNews (monthly) 3 3

Logo displayed in the SCF Research Report 3 3

Logo displayed on SCF Website Sponsors page with a link to your site 3 3

Advertising in SCF Major Event Booklets 3 3

Complimentary invitations to the SCF Annual Member and Partner dinner 3 3

BRONZE level benefits - $1,000 3 3

Opportunity to distribute your tailored message to SCF members directly through text, email and 
website updates 3 3 3

Name and link to your site on SCF website - sponsors section 3 3 3

Provision of shopfront sign showing support of SCF - Gold and Silver 75cm; Bronze 25cm 3 3 3

Networking and member access/interaction e.g. field events, workshops, committee meetings etc. 3 3 3

SCF Focus – printed (quarterly) 3 3 3

eNews (monthly) 3 3 3

Complimentary passes to the SCF Open Day 3 3 3

Corporate Membership for staff with the following benefits -
• Discounted access to SCF events
• Free access to members lounge facilities
• Free access to SCF meeting room facilities

3 3 3

SCF Sponsor Benefits

Annual benefits



SCF Sponsorship Prospectus: Growing agriculture together 2019 P.
 1

1

Leadership

“I decided to become a Board member as I am passionate about the agricultural 
industry and the future of farming in WA. Farming groups such as SCF are a 
great way to move the industry forward to feeding the world in 2050.”

Clare Webster, West Tenterden farmer and 2016 SCF Board member SCF

Derek Curwen, Chairman

Board Members
John Beasley
Ken Drummond
Ian Evans
Darren Moir
Mark Preston
Mal Thomson
Clare Webster
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SCF Team (staff)

Dr Christine Kershaw, Chief Executive Officer

Christine has extensive experience in agriculture, regional
development and Natural Resource Management gained
from working with farmer organisations, government
agencies and as an agribusiness consultant. Christine
holds a BSc, PGDp. Agribusiness, and a PhD in
Agricultural Policy and Economics. Christine is working
closely with SCF members and partners to implement a
strategic business plan that will expand SCF’s capability
and continue to move the organisation forward to achieve
its goal of being a self-sustaining, farmer-driven group.

RESEARCH
Nathan Dovey 
R&D Coordinator

John Blake 
R&D Consultant

Dr Alaina Smith 
Research Officer

Kaylene Parker 
Project Officer

ADMINISTRATION
Dr Kathi McDonald 
Communications Manager

Samantha Lubcke 
Membership Officer

Eva Bett 
Office Manager

SCF also enjoys the support of many volunteers who work 
on committees, help organise events and assist in the office 
which ensures the sustainability of the group.

The SCF team is based at the SCF office located in a 
prominent position at 75 Albany Highway (opposite Dome)  
in Albany. Staff can be contacted on 9842 6653 or 
admin@scfarmers.org.au



SCF Sponsorship Prospectus: Growing agriculture together 2019 P.
 1

3
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Stirlings to Coast Farmers Inc.
PO Box 1413, Albany, Western Australia 6331
75 Albany Highway, Mt Melville, Western Australia 6330

P: 08 9842 6653
E: admin@scfarmers.org.au
www.scfarmers.org.au

facebook.com/Stirlings2Coast

twitter.com/Stirlings2Coast


